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All over the world, a new consciousness is laboring to be born. At least in
western countries, long lost documents are being rediscovered, and old tradi-
tions are being gleaned for their insights into contemporary life. At one level,
it is as if there is return of the repressed that is trying to find its voice. But it is
more than a return of the repressed. I believe that the masculine, analytical
approach that so characterized the rise of western culture is now searching for
its more feminine and metaphysical counterpart. This is more than a return of
the repressed. It is the ongoing movement of human consciousness, in its effort
to reunite with the ground of its being (Tarnas, 1991, p. 443).

Before turning to the Eastern Orthodox understanding of personhood, I
would like to explain what I mean by the peculiarly western anosognosia
that has plagued the western mind. When I was a medical student on the
neurology rotation, I took care of a woman who had suffered a stroke in her
right hemisphere. She had what is called anosognosia, which means that she
was not aware that she had a neurological deficit. In her case, because of the
particular location of her stroke, she was unaware that the left half of the
world existed. When I asked her to draw a clock, she drew only its right half.
When I lifted her left arm and held it in front of her eyes so that she could see
it, she thought that the arm was mine. When I tried to show her that the arm
was hers, she repeatedly insisted that that was impossible. She kept her head
turned to the right side of the room, and at that time had no mental construct
for comprehending or even learning that a left half of the world or a left half
of her body existed.

Although this situation may be more true for the American mind than it
is for the more intuitive Russian mind, I believe that this is not too far from
the situation in which the western mind finds itself in regards to understand-
ing matters of the inner life. Modern science has had a profound influence on
the western mind, to such an extent that for many people it is nearly impos-
sible to come to grips with any aspects of reality that do not conform to a
strictly materialist vision. Even for Aristotle, and certainly for Plato, the
epistemological quest, even in regards to knowledge of the natural world,
contains an irreducible contribution from the knowing subject that transcends
the evidence of the five senses.

The Eastern Orthodox Theology of Personhood

Cards played a central role in the life of Russian gentlemen, and far
more, I am told, than in Europe (Schmemann, 1997, p. 321). Stakes were
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often high and usually dramatic. Pushkin’s The Queen of Spades and Dosto-
evsky’s The Gambler are but two of the better-known instances when cards
became a game of life, casting chance against fate. “What is our life? A
game,” declared Herman in The Queen of Spades. With that, he cast the card
that held the difference between total happiness and total ruin.

Somewhere in my readings and in my experience with Russian friends,
I acquired a sense that the Russian mind has a penchant for dramatic games
of chance, whether seen in the grand duke losing a vast fortune in Monte
Carlo or a reckless young officer playing Russian roulette. Reflected in such
tendencies, I think, is a longing for the highest and the best - a willingness to
sacrifice all for the one thing that one desires.

If one is to play a game of chance, one would wish to have secret access
to knowledge that gives one an edge over the competition. Soren Kierkeg-
aard wrote that the metaphor that best describes the person of faith is that of
a “spy who plays cards.” The person of spiritual inwardness sits at the table
and appears like all the other card players, but has a secret relationship with
someone who is watching the game and silently communicating information
about the cards held by the other players.

It has been my experience that the one who has grappled with the East-
ern Orthodox theology of personhood is like Kierkegaard’s spy who plays
cards. Medical school and residency in psychiatry were relatively easy, in
my experience, and I attribute this to the Eastern Orthodox readings that
exposed me to a way of viewing the world that is more profound than the
western concepts of the mind, body and person that comprised my formal
education. I found that I could play the game, but it was as if I had a secret
knowledge that made my job easier. It was as if I could see and understand
the person before me more clearly.

In some ways, the same type of relationship exists between Eastern Or-
thodox Christianity and Western Christianity that exists between the Socrat-
ic and Aristotelian worldviews. Eastern Orthodoxy runs the risk of becom-
ing historically disincarnated because of its strong sense of the mystical; its
western counterpart, on the other hand, risks becoming so tied to historical
details, either as social activism or moralism, that it loses its ability to devel-
op the inner life (Zizioulas, 1993, p. 20). But, again, what the West is search-
ing for is a corrective.

The unique contribution of Eastern Orthodox theology is that it truly
stands between east and west, and has lived within this dialectic for centu-
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ries. Though its insights have not been brought into the academic discus-
sions as much as it perhaps deserves, it provides a unique and rich concept of
personhood where the person is both free and unique but also ontologically
profound. It is a true and creative synthesis of the Platonic and Aristotelian
viewpoints. In the Platonic view of the world, everything concrete and indi-
vidual ultimately pales before the Idea which it represents. In the Aristote-
lian view, on the other hand, the concrete and individual person has a place,
but there is lacking a solid ontological basis for the existence of the soul, and
for the connection of this individual being with other beings. In the Eastern
understanding, the person is validated as uniquely free and individual, and
also has a soul which soars into the inner depths.

The challenges of my profession are related to the fact that our notions
of illness are rooted in a Cartesian conceptual framework that falsely dichot-
omizes body from mind and analyzes various aspects of the person to the
neglect of adequate attention to the whole person. This type of problem
plagues every aspect of medicine. It often occurs in hospitals, for example,
when the daily retinue of renal, neurological, and cardiac specialists contrib-
ute their sophisticated recommendations but no one attends to the fact that
the person isn’t eating or misunderstands her diagnosis and what she can be
doing to help herself.

From the perspective of ordinary medical science, illness represents a
cluster of symptoms to be expunged. For a medicine of the person, however,
the person is a person first and this, rather than any particular diagnosis or
disease process, is the primary reality. This – the primacy of personhood – is
not merely a theoretical abstraction. Patients sense immediately – almost as
soon as one walks in the door – whether they are seen primarily as individu-
als or as a “disease process,” and if they sense the former it seems to galva-
nize some sort of natural healing resources within them. The patient is so
much more than his or her symptoms that understanding this generates a
healthy ambivalence about current diagnostic classifications, not because of
any particular problem with the diagnostic nomenclature, but because of the
overwhelming tendency of modern medicine to focus on parts to the exclu-
sion of the whole.

In my profession, we have become accustomed to relegating physical
problems to the physician, psychological difficulties to the psychologist, and
spiritual problems to the priest or minister. Though such distinctions are
useful and have been critical to the development of western capacities for
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specialization, what is generally not accounted for is the overarching reci-
procity and interconnection that supercedes and overcomes all such distinc-
tions. For it is the human person who stands behind all aspects of his or her
personage and integrates them into a complex whole. A person is not just his
or her disease. He or she is also a husband or an employee, a grandparent or
a taxpayer, a person much like ourselves with aspirations, longings and fears.

The illness is more than a disease process in another way as well. It is
also an existential crisis in that person’s life, and in a way that goes far be-
yond being simply an emotional response to the fact that they have been
struck with an illness. Our illnesses are often more related to the conscious-
ness with which we live our lives, with how we live and what we fear or are
trying to learn than is easily understood within the framework of our current
conceptual schemas. For example, in spiritual writings, the heart is more
than a pump. It is also the vital epistemological organ with which we estab-
lish some sort of feeling connection with the world. Is it just coincidence that
some of our overly analytical western cultures, which are relatively “cut off
below the neck,” also top the list for incidence of heart disease? What we
think, believe, feel and commit ourselves to has a dramatic impact on what
eventuates in our bodies.

For complex historical reasons, the western mind developed in such a
way that we have come to emphasize the persona that one reveals to the world
over a more deeply ontological understanding of personhood. In other words,
we tend to ascribe a relatively high ontological rank to appearances and rank-
order them on a sort of hierarchy rather than paying primary attention to the
reality that, from a spiritual perspective, all human beings are God’s children,
or children of the Divine Life. What tends to take relative primacy, then, is
whether one is young or old, attractive or plain, successful or less so, sick or
healthy – i.e., where one falls on the hierarchy. In such a setting, what matters
is that one be “normal,” and have as many attributes as possible that are re-
garded as desirable according to the hierarchy. What everyone privately knows
at some level, however, is that the hierarchy is untrue and in fact rooted in fear.
From a larger spiritual perspective, all persons are unique and unrepeatable
persons, and the fear-based hierarchy has no ontological reality.

In my experience, even western theological systems have difficulty see-
ing the person from a larger perspective. In the more mystical traditions, the
human spirit (i.e., the “spiritual life”) is not another aspect of the person as
much as it is that which vitalizes the whole. It took the influence of eastern
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spiritual writings (in this case, eastern orthodox writings) to help me begin
seeing that the spiritual life of the human being has to do with that which
surrounds and permeates both body and mind. In other words, spirit ani-
mates all other aspects of the person and is the life and meaning that that
person brings to the world. It is a category more human than “theological,”
since “theological” is typically understood in juxtaposition to the “psycho-
logical” and “medical” and as a result becomes an abstraction. To become
more spiritual means to become more human. This is not easily captured in
western categories, in my experience. In a certain sense, spirit is the Life
behind life. It is the unrepeatable, flourishing vitality that makes the person
who he or she is.

A medicine and a culture rooted in this kind of ontology would look
dramatically different. For medicine, it would mean that physicians them-
selves would need to undergo a particular type of inner development in order
to better understand both themselves and their patients.

If I may continue to compare the dilemma facing the leaders of modern
technological society to the task facing a physician who seeks to bring heal-
ing to his or her patient, I think it is important to say that a medicine of the
person – i.e., a medicine that couples the detached objectivity of science
with a commitment to the inner life and needs of the human person – must
first seek to recover the person of the physician. The physician, like the lead-
ers of a society, must themselves be whole. In the words of Swiss physician
Paul Tournier (1965):

A medicine of the person is first of all concerned with the person of the
doctor. It is the solving of our own life problems, the integration of our own
persons. Sick people are not to be helped to change the destructive patterns in
their lives by exhortation, but by the contagion of our own experience (p. 65).

We are all actors on a stage. Actors wear masks that both reveal and con-
ceal who they really are. Let us remember that the human person is always
much more than the role that he or she plays in any given situation. Let us
remember that appearances are deceiving. When the curtain falls, the one who
played the king and the one who played the beggar, and all the others, are all
quite alike, all one and the same. In the words of Soren Kierkegaard (1962):

It seems to be forgotten that the distinctions of earthly existence are only
like an actor’s costume or like a travelling cloak and that every individual
should watchfully and carefully keep the fastening cords of this outer garment
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loosely tied, never in obstinate knots, so that in the moment of transformation
the garment can easily be cast off, and yet we all have enough knowledge of
art to be offended in an actor, when he is supposed to cast off his disguise in
the moment of transformation, runs out on the stage before getting the cords
loose. But, alas, in actual life one laces the outer garment of distinction so
tightly that it completely conceals the external character of this garment of
distinction, and the inner glory of equality never, or very rarely, shines through,
something it should do and ought to do constantly (pp. 92-96).

For the sake of that inner glory of equality, let us never forget that we are
actors. Let us at all times keep our costumes loosely tied.

Personhood and Concepts of Power

Any discussion of personhood necessarily raises the question about the
locus of power. This, the place of the individual human being in relation to
questions about power, is a critical question for medicine, and a critical ques-
tion for all institutions and every culture.

Russia has been an indisputable superpower, a state, a nation that has
achieved epic feats in science, culture and warfare. And it is a country with
a history of grandeur. This can be seen from its epic novels like War and
Peace or Brothers Karamasov, as well as in its historical quest for a “Holy
Russia” and a “Third Jerusalem.” It has built the world’s largest hydroelec-
tric plant, at Bratsk, and the world’s biggest truck factory, Naberezhnye Chelny
(Schmemann, 1997, p. 295). Ahead of the rest of the world, it launched Sput-
nik in the 1950s, and created one of the world’s largest nuclear arsenals in
the 1960s and 1970s.

I have read that, in the Russian language, “rule” is translated as vlast,
which also means “power” and “authority:”

The terms have always been synonymous in Russia, and vlast has always
devolved from top to bottom – from the all-powerful ruler down through the
layers of courtiers, bureaucrats, or commissars to the narod, the people. But
at its source vlast is always one and indivisible, and to Russians, any attempt
to dilute it is to create weakness and chaos (Schmemann, 1997, p. 304).

The sheer expanse of a country that spans 11 time zones must give one
pause. Serge Schmemann (1997) argues in his fine book, Echoes of a Native
Land: Two Centuries of a Russian Village, that the key formative principle for
Russia has been its place astride two continents and two cultures, forever torn
and forever fired by the clash between East and West (p. 295). The struggle of
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the modern world is illustrated with distinct clarity in Russia: the struggle be-
tween western democracy and nationalists who seek identity in collective might.
Victor Erofeyev – a writer who was expelled from the Writer’s Union in 1979 –
once said: “What remains after the Soviet Union is this Eurasian essence, this
unique interplay of Europe and Asia, which will continue to amaze the world
with its culture and totally unexpected actions. What was imported in Western
Marxism will vanish. But Communism will not disappear, inasmuch as the spirit
of collectivism is at the heart of this nation. The nation will always say ‘we’
rather than the Anglo-Saxon ‘I’” (As quoted by Schmemann, 1997, p. 295).

Is this an accurate understanding of the Russian situation? You would be
better judges than I. We in the United States would do well to pay close atten-
tion to how Russia reconciles East with West because I believe that the same
dilemmas are facing us in different form. These dilemmas will overtake us by
surprise and with disastrous results if we do not pay close attention.

The Eastern Orthodox tradition has always affirmed both the blessed-
ness and goodness of the world and the weakness and fear that exists in the
human heart. This dialectic, it seems to me, is the reason why power must
never be monolithic, or only in the hands of an unparalleled central power.
The deeply human urge to power must be kept within clearly defined bound-
aries by other powers that offset any one particular power.

The same is true for medicine. In my daily work as a physician, I am
very aware of the problems that characterize my profession. Modern medi-
cine tends to inculcate a sort of I-themness in its machinations of the doctor-
patient relationship. Like my colleagues, I was trained in science, and so was
taught how to assume a detached objectivity in the care of my patients so
that I can better detect the universal signs and symptoms of disease as they
present themselves in the life of the person before me.

I suspect that the problems that face me as a physician are not too different
from the problems that face any modern technological society. For me as a
physician, and for the leaders of a society, the problem still has to do with the
relationship between the detached objectivity of science and what it will take
to transcend the I-themness into a feeling of real mutuality and trust. How does
one, in an age that places so much emphasis on the external world, transform
the fear-based urge towards survival of the fittest into a warm mutuality?

No one has said it better than Dostoevsky. Kallistos Ware (1996) re-
counts a tale of the old woman and the onion from Dostoevsky’s The Broth-
ers Karamazov:
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You will remember how her guardian angel tried to pull the old woman
out of the lake of fire with the help of an onion that she had once given to a
beggar. When the other people in the lake crowded around her, hoping to be
pulled out as well, she exclaimed with indignation: ‘Let go, it’s me who’s
being pulled out, not you. It’s my onion, not yours!’ No wonder the onion
broke in two and she fell back into the fire; for in her unwillingness to share,
in her refusal to say, ‘It’s our onion,’ she was repudiating her own personhood
(p. 5).

The recovery of the person, then, begins in recognizing that the other
person is not a them or an it, but rather is a living person whose destiny and
purpose is linked with my own. I must apply my science to be a good doctor,
but the real work lies in the attention that I give to my patients, in the degree
to which I meet them, not as a doctor, but as a person much like themselves.
Our destinies are entwined together by invisible threads of connection.

There is no real We without a solid I, without free individuals who have
a strong sense of their inestimable value and dignity. This became clear to me
when I was in seminary and reading church history. The struggle between the
We and the I has been particularly acute in the history of the struggle between
science and the institutional church. When the findings of science began to
conflict with the theology of the church, the scientific quest was repressed.
Scientists were forced to recant their findings or were even burned at the stake.
Scientists eventually liberated themselves from ecclesiastical heteronomy
through the Cartesian synthesis. This freed them to explore the natural world
but, as we saw above, also sharply separated knowledge of the natural world
from knowledge about the soul. This shift occurred over the course of several
centuries and was captured in some of its most dramatic moments by such men
as Galileo and Copernicus, when they argued for theories of the natural world
to be based on physical evidence rather than theological decree. This bid was
important because of the way in which, over a period of many centuries, truth
about the natural and spiritual worlds had devolved to decisions made by ec-
clesiastical authorities that were then externally imposed on people’s lives.
The essential correlation between the inner longings of the heart to know God
and an institutional structure that supports and nourishes those longings was
lost, at least to some degree, and truth about either oneself or the natural world
was no longer rooted in personal experience as much as in papal bulls. One
must always ask how institutions answer the question about the locus of power
and authority in relation to the life of the individual human person.
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Is it possible to create a thousand points of vlast and give birth to a new
rule from below? This is a question that I of course cannot know how to
answer for Russia, but I know that it is a vital question for my profession. In
medicine, we are in dire need of a new mentality that will offset the old
authoritarian habits that are limiting the quality of the medical care that pa-
tients receive.

Conclusion

In the foregoing, I recognize that I can only speak from the vantage
point of one individual. As a physician, I see on a daily basis the problems
that are created by a medicine that focuses too exclusively on the disease and
neglects the individual human person. The corrective lies in recalling our
roots, in returning to the Greek ground from which we were born. I have
tried to show, in addition, how Eastern Orthodox insights are particularly
rich and a relatively un-mined source of academic insight.

The anosognosia from which the western world suffers has to do, in my
opinion, with the current inability of western thought to render the life of the
soul and the highest values of human life, adequately intelligible. Like my
neurology patient, one cannot see something which, though real, lacks suffi-
ciently robust categories for its comprehension. I am reminded of a story I
once heard, about a pygmy who was visited by anthropologists. In the course
of getting to know them, he was taken from the jungle where he had lived his
entire life to the open plains, where one could see far off in the distance. As
they sped along in the Jeep, he suddenly shrieked in anxiety and accused the
anthropologists of black magic. He did not yet understand that the water
buffalo that they were approaching was not actually growing in size. Up to
that moment, he had only known the close spaces of the jungle, had never
seen far horizons, and therefore had no category for apprehending distance
and the changing size of the water buffalo as they approached it by Jeep. He
misinterpreted the data because he lacked the requisite categories for its ac-
curate comprehension. We need to improve our comprehension of the cate-
gories of human life which are more internal than external, and more invisi-
ble than visible.

As a way of concluding, I recall an old Russian proverb: “Blessed is he
who has visited this world in its fateful moments.” The current decade is a
fateful moment, not just for Russia, but for the entire world. I am given to
understand that the rebuilt Church of Christ the Savior in Moscow rivals the
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Kremlin in majesty. This, I believe, is hopeful. Hopeful, that is, as long as the
dedication is not so much to institutional power as much as to the life and
dignity of the individual human person. Marx was right when he argued that
religion has served as an opiate. But he was speaking about the problems that
occur when impulses of the inner life are turned towards the service of insti-
tutions rather than people. Religion that attends to the life and needs of the
individual person becomes, not an opiate, but a stimulant. It then liberates
the oppressed. Gandhi, Tolstoy, Dostoevsky, Martin Luther King, Frs. Alex-
ander Schmemann and Arseny from Russia – these and others saw the spir-
itual life as a pathway towards freedom and liberation.

Solutions to the complex and difficult problems facing modern cultures
such as the United States and Russia are both easier and more difficult to
achieve than one would hope. Carolyn Gratton (2000) tells the following
story in her book, The Art of Spiritual Guidance:

It seems that there once were some fish who spent their days swimming
around in search of water. Anxiously looking for their destination, they shared
their worries and confusion with each other as they swam. One day they met a
wise fish and asked him the question that had preoccupied them for so long:
‘Where is the sea?’ The wise fish answered: ‘If you stop swimming so busily
and struggling so anxiously, you would discover that you are already in the
sea. You need look no further than where you already are (p. 5).

I am told that churches in Moscow are now on the map. Perhaps the
western world is now willing to place the human person on the map in a
way that is ontologically profound. The solutions to our problems, whether
of medicine or culture, are never as far away as we would think. May we,
as in the vision upheld by Socrates, be physicians rather than politicians
and seek, not to serve the existing tastes and interests of the people, but
rather to improve their souls. Let us seek to give back to our institutions
the second eye of wisdom.
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Macroscopic Level: Theoretical Framework

1.1. The significance of transition and the meaning of ‘threshold’(ing)

This essay puts forward the following hypothesis: Transitions as a general
phenomenon have a deeper meaning in understanding the complexity of the
conditio humana and therefore in understanding pathdependent development
of culture and history. Nevertheless only few explicit contributions are to be
found in philosophy, although transcendence literally means to transgress. On
the contrary: Implicit contributions are to be found as a prevalent subtext to
philosophy. Karl Jaspers for example states in his major contribution on “axe-
time” to the philosophy of history, that ‘everything great appears in transi-
tion’.1  Furthermore Jaspers speaks of ‘ages’ as phenomena of transition. A
second example can be seen in the cultural anthropologist Arnold van Gennep,
who states in his prominent rites de passages, that transition is a general
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phenomenon, that can be found ‘in Biology, Physics and even in the Cosmic
Sphere’ (van Gennep, 1986, 175).

These very examples already show, that the phenomenon of transition is
not to be analysed in terms of precise scientific language, because there is a
certain, processual vagueness involved, that can be described as ‘connota-
tive vagueness’. Instead of turning away from the subject, the author aims to
comprehend this fuzziness as a specific method of understanding, that al-
lows to describe processual development and thus enables the connectivity
between the involved parameters, instead of only viewing one parameter
within the framework of ceteris paribus.

But what other terms are accessible or existing to describe the phenom-
enon of transition? And what does it philosophically (in terms of the logical
foundation) mean to be in transition? Therefore I suggest to introduce the
term ‘threshold’2  that gives the phenomenon of transition a locus within a
paradox setting (and thus introduces a third value besides the categories of
either/or). The place on the threshold is paradox in so far as the place on the
threshold does signify to be at two places and at none of them at the same
time. The place on the threshold can be described as the ‘excluded middle’
following the Aristotelian laws of logic. The threshold is the place of an
interim that has a quality of its own. The term ‚threshold’ describes the qual-
itative shift in transitions, as well as the physical transition, which can be
described as a matter of quantitative change on a scale (more on that in the
next chapter).

The Philosopher Stephen Erickson is one of the few who has described
the meaning of thresholds by coining the term ‘thresholding’. By adding the
ing-form the dynamics of transition can be expressed. But there are further
insights to gain, when we follow Erickson and his vivid examples describing
thresholding. His description of the ‘interim’ gives proof for the coexistence
of two antagonizing states: “In the interim - during the time of the wall”s
existence – there was a pause of sorts: a brief hiatus which was both a “no
longer” and a “not yet.” By grammatical analogy I shall refer to such a mo-
ment as a comma” (Erickson, 1999, 103).

As stated above, the moment of transition should be understood as having
a quality of its own. Erickson’s allegoric connotation of a comma illustrates
this quality of being “in between”. A second quality is the dynamic that is
involved in the process of transition which Erickson describes as follows: “A
threshold can be thought of as that point at which a location is available for
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exit, and another location made accessible for entry“ (Erickson, 1999, 118).
Here again we find the picture of a point, which in logical terms has to be
understood as the excluded middle. Instead of analysing the logical founda-
tions and the philosophical consequences of including the excluded middle3  I
will concentrate on the idea of thresholds and their meaning to cultural change.
Therefore what has been described as ‘threshold’ has to be systematised by a
catalogue of criteria that constitute transitions as thresholds.

1.1 Criteria for thresholds – a suggestion

The idea of threshold cannot be described by a clear-cut definition, be-
cause the involved vagueness in transition demands an approximation that
follows heuristic methods. This approximation can only be described by a
catalogue of criteria that - taken altogether – give an impression of what thresh-
olds are about. The presented criteria are to be seen as an approximation based
on the inclusion of the excluded middle, because there is empirical evidence4

for not excluding the middle-state as it happened in Western Philosophy.5

1.The sovereignty of the moment of transition.
2.Being energized while being in transition
3.The two Dimensions of transition
4.Vertical and horizontal transitions
5.The relevance of the location

1. The sovereignty of the moment of transition. Following van Gennep
and his rites de passage we find the period of separation, the liminal period
and the period of reintegration. The liminal period has a quality of its own,
which can be described as being in between, or, with Turner as being ‘be-
twixed and between’. As shown with Erickson this ‘place’ can be called a
comma or an interim. This state or place is the ‘home’ of the so-called ‘Third’
in philosophy that is beyond the categories of either/or.

2. Being energized while being in transition. Terms as threshold country
or pain threshold show on a trivial-associative level, that certain energy is
released after crossing the threshold. When the threshold is crossed a certain
dynamic will be set free, that makes is unpredictable what will happen next,
although the principle of pathdependency6  will have influence on the time
after crossing the threshold.

3. The two Dimensions of transition. By crossing a threshold two di-
mensions are crossed at the same time. The Latin prefixes trans and per
explain the two dimensions. Per means through, whereas trans means over.
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For visualisation the construction of a bridge will show the two levels in
their physical reality. Per stands for the road, whereas trans stands for the
bow that holds the tension and thus enables the construction

4. Vertical and horizontal transitions. For example by entering a church one
crosses the threshold by entering the building (horizontal) and at the same time
one crosses the threshold from the profane world into the sacred world (vertical).

5. The relevance of the location: Following Aristotle in the Metaphys-
ics, something is threshold only when the threshold derives from the loca-
tion and not vice-versa. This might seem trivial but it is the one and only
indicator for the authenticity of the threshold.

These criteria (on a connotative level) give an idea, what constitutes the
idea of threshold. Thresholds also have a symbolic meaning, which under-
lines the moment of transition by emphasizing the fact of being connected as
well as being separated at the same time. In summary we can present the
following main functions of ‘thresholds’:

to separate and connect at the same time, to enforce dynamics, to pause
(in the sense of contemplation) and to transform.

The term threshold as presented here describes transitions as a general
phenomenon. In the following I will focus, how cultural change takes place
and how it can be described. Therefore I will present some models of cultur-
al or institutional change to show the spectrum within which cultural change
can take place.

1.2 How to describe Cultural Transition on a macroscopic level

In transformation theory (which is a subdivision of philosophical econo-
my and institutional theory) there are two major concepts of how to depict
cultural change. One is called the Big Bang theory, the other is called Gradual-
ism. The two constitute the idealised polar field within which changes take
place. The two concepts deal with the time involved in that particular change.

The two can be also seen as strategies from an external or political point
of view of how to modulate transitions. In our terms it is the question of how
to deal with thresholds.

But first let us look how the different concepts are described: “Big Bang is
a strategy […], which tries to achieve all the changes, which are considered
necessary simultaneously and quickly […]. [G]radualism, which is a strategy of
piecemeal and stepwise change of the institutions“ (Kasper/Streit, 1999, 485).
What matters in transition is the speed applied, which is a function of time and
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expresses the density of changes within a time span. On the macroscopic level
Big Bang transitions for example can be seen in revolutions or wars. Gradual-
ism for example can be found in the process of liberalization of the economy.

The two methods explain the differences. In Big Bang, as the connota-
tion of the word already announces, a new beginning is created, whereas in
Gradualism the old state ‘stepwise’ is to be changed which does not enable a
completely new beginning in terms of a Big Bang. In both cases, and that is
where thresholds come into play, there is a time in between, where there is a
‘no longer’ and a ‘not yet’ true at the same time, the comma, as Erickson
called it above. On this phase of an interim I will concentrate on in the aware-
ness that transition can take place within the range of this two methods.

Game theorist M. Aoki has developed an advanced model of how to
describe cultural change. To him in the phase of transition different codes of
communication such as belief systems or ideologies “may be experimented
with and put into competition” (Aoki, 2001, 19). They converge towards
“the saddlepoint of an instable equilibrium” (Aoki, 2001, 19 and 139). The
equilibrium is achieved at the mid-point, the moment of conversion, which
is equal to the moment on the threshold. This particular moment constitutes
a new beginning and it is upon time if this bifurcation will have the effect of
a Big Bang. Therefore we can say, that the second criterion of thresholds, the
dynamics involved, is attached to a deeper meaning of understanding transi-
tion. This process can be described with the words of Aoki as a “punctuated
equilibrium featuring both path dependence and novelty, as well as both en-
durance and juncture points.” (Aoki, 2001, 183). If pathdependency is supe-
rior to novelty we might speak of gradualism. If novelty is the leading char-
acteristic, we might speak of a new beginning in the sense of a Big Bang.

E. Schlicht emphasizes the fuzziness involved in the process of change.
This fuzziness can be described as the phase of an overlap, the liminal peri-
od in terms of van Gennep. Schlicht points out: “Great fuzziness permits fast
change, but for some change to occur, it is sufficient to have some fuzziness”
(Schlicht, 1998, 57). In any case we can declare that transition comes along
with fuzziness and that this is the immanent reason, why transitions cannot
be described in precise language. Some ambiguity has to be allowed; other-
wise we will have a ceteris paribus model that is only valid within the frame
of the one parameter chosen. But culture or history are much too complex to
be understood by only one parameter and therefore fuzziness, ambiguity and
paradoxes have to be admitted and acknowledged as a method.7
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Microscopic Level: The participating individual

1.3 Human Development and its implications on cultural development:
The Human Niche

All cultural development is related to human action. If we consider cultur-
al development or cultural transition in terms of a threshold, we have to con-
sider the participating individual as an agent of the particular transition. As
shown in the macroscopic perspective the factor of time is of major impor-
tance of how the transition will take place. Thresholds describe the connected-
ness between the two spaces and then connectedness becomes the relation
between the involved parameters during the time of the overlap. Erickson points
out: “In the movement toward (and within) thresholding, what we ourselves
must explore is something neither quite past nor future, though difficult both
to understand and to explain: that “in-between” or “meantime” which has con-
ventionally and traditionally been labelled the present“ (Erickson, 1999, 106).
The notion of present refers to the first criteria of thresholds, which is the
sovereignty of the moment of transition, the included middle. This very present
is the place of action for the participating individual, that by the principle of
pathdependency8  is connected to the past and by this dependency achieves a
disposition for the future (which is just a probability and has literally nothing
to do with the forthcoming future in the way it will happen).

The place, where the past gets transformed into the future, and that is
what change is about after all, is the present. Considering cultural change is
related to human action and therefore we need a certain description of how to
transform the past into the future by human action, which is the ‘human niche’.

The term ‘human niche’ was brought into the discussion by Deepak Lal,
who links it with the ability of learning from the past. He describes the niche
in another paradoxical notion that corresponds with the concept of transition
given above: “Both power to change and resistance to that change are funda-
mental properties of the human niche” (Lal, 1988, 5). The concept of the
niche implies, that the participating individual has the ability and the will to
fill this niche. Lal points out: “Learn the niche yes; but stick to what the
elders teach you. The power to change the niche by learning, therefore, was
coupled from the earliest days with a necessary conservatism that resists the
change” (Lal, 1988, 5). By sticking to the necessary conservatism, the past
will have access to the present by giving authority to the ‘elders’. At the same
time by the process of learning, which is the relational process of connected-
ness, the power to change the niche will have an effect on the future.
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Therefore the character of cultural transition depends on the way how
individuals interconnect the past with the future within their reach, or to say
it with the terms of Deepak Lal: Cultural transition depends on the way, by
what means participating individuals fill their niche by connecting the past
which is brought to them by former experience and the authority of the el-
ders, with the future which depends on the power to change and at the same
time the power to resist to that power.

This power lies within every individual and cultural transition therefore
is a critical mass phenomenon that depends on the will to resist that power to
change on the one hand or to apply that power on the other hand to reach the
phase of an overlap that characterises cultural change.

1.4 Historiographic Retrospective: St. Augustine as ‘liminal entity’

What has been described in the previous chapters remains on a highly ab-
stract and theoretical level. The only legitimate reason for constructing this level
of academic reflection is to apply it and see, whether it does help in understand-
ing transitions. Therefore I will refer to one of the most important cultural transi-
tions ever taken place in the Western hemisphere: The transition form antiquity
to the Middle Ages. Again the first thing one is confronted with is the fuzziness
and ambiguity mentioned above: When does the antiquity end and when do the
Middle Ages start? Historians have different opinions on that turning point and
without listing all different findings we can state that there is a phase of transi-
tion, a phase of an overlap as described by Aoki above, that has the minimum
duration of approximately 100 years and the maximum duration of approximate-
ly 800 years. Such terms as late antiquity or early Middle Ages give reference to
the vagueness involved. Nevertheless the purpose of naming epochs lies in the
purpose to give historical orientation to the people living afterwards.

In terms of thresholds, which are the method to be applied here, we first
have to find the two ‘spaces’ where the threshold is located (This refers to
criteria 5, the significance of the location). We have made out, that this is the
historical construction of epochs. But what constitutes the specified epochs?

The next step is to describe the threshold, which again is a fuzzy task,
because different milestones have been mentioned to describe the turning
point. So the fall of Rome certainly has to do with the cultural change, the
rise of Christianity also is a major milestone, just as the invasion of the bar-
barians. Again we see, that many parameters at the same time make up the
scene and the introduced method of thresholds will try to take more than one
parameter into consideration.
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What we need is a particular perspective how to describe all involved
parameters. And since history is made up by men, we are looking for an
individual, that participates in the cultural transition in both an active and
passive way.

In my eyes this particular, participating individual can be seen in the person
and work of St. Augustine. What makes him an outstanding peak – the saddle-
point one might say - in the transition form antiquity to the middle age is his
personal, intimate history coming from classical Philosophy of Plato and Plotin
and arriving at Christianity and moulding Christianity for the next centuries, as
Methewes points out, when he states that Medieval Christianity was essentially
“an extended elaboration of the Augustinian program” (Methewes 2001: 31).

Philosopher Kurt Flasch even states, that the transition from antiquity to
the Middle Ages took place within the very life of Augustine and St. Augus-
tine.9  And yet in his life there was a time of an overlap, where he was both
Philosopher, which is a representative of the antiquity, and Theologist and
Bishop, which are representations of the Middle Ages. Augustine-Biogra-
pher Peter Brown describes the two dimensions of change as the inner change
and the outer change. In Augustine, he points out, inner change and outer
change were united in his work, mainly in his Confessiones.10  The 3rd crite-
ria of thresholds can be seen as fulfilled as well.

As a result St. Augustine can be understood as “liminal person” as de-
picted by Victor Turner, who characterises ‘liminal people’ as “agents of
innovation”. Turner points out: “Liminal entities are neither here nor there;
they are betwixed and between the positions assigned and arrayed by law,
custom, convention, and ceremonial” (Turner,1969, S. 95).

Without going into detail some characteristics will be explained, in how
far Augustine can be understood as historiographical construction of the
threshold between antiquity and the middle ages, and in how far he has to be
described as an “thresholder” or “liminal entity” himself. The perspective I
want to introduce here is the perspective of the participating individual that
does make a difference.11  Therefore in terms of the human niche described
above, Augustine connected the past, which was the Philosophy of Plato and
Neoplatonism with the upcoming movement of Christianity. He became an
agent of innovation concerning Christianity, since his work on Trinity still is
the reference for the Trinitarian Christian thought.

Stephen Erickson points out: “Early in the Christian era St. Augustine
absorbed Plato into a more personalized vision and outlined a more intimate
pilgrimage. Not eros, but restlessness was his fundamental description of
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the human predicament” (Erickson, 1999, 128). The restlessness can be de-
scribed as the dynamics involved in the process of transition (criteria 2). The
process of absorbing illustrates that out of the past by experiencing the present
something new will come out, which was the Trinitarian Christianity. Au-
gustine’s time as a member of the Manichean sect can be seen as part of the
phase of the overlap, where he combines classical philosophy with spiritual,
religious connotations and deals with what Blumenberg called “the Gnostic
challenge” (Blumenberg 1983, 142).

Bianchi speaks of the “honeymoon between theology and philosophy”
(Bianchi, 1998, 101f) that ended only in the condemnation of 1277. What
remains it the integration of reason into theology that goes back to August-
ine, as Holopainen points out.12

Following Flasch Augustine’s Treatise on Grace describes the fall of the
antique self-conception of freedom. His Treaties on Grace reflects the transi-
tion from antiquity to the Middle Ages just as it was part of that very transition.
Only by this union, Flasch points out, it was possible that the work of Augus-
tine lasted for so many centuries (Flasch, 1994, 424). Augustine’s method can
be described as a dialectical process, following Holopainen:

“We should not underestimate the significance of Augustine”s works for
those who pioneered in applying dialectical tools to theology. Augustine was
the greatest authority in the theological sphere, and in a twofold manner he
authorized the approach adopted by Berengar and Anselm. First, there are
some passages in Augustine’s work in which he explicitly deals with dialectic
and its usefulness in theological discussion. Second, there are passages in
which he actually makes use of dialectical tools in a theological context or
presents critical comments about such use” (Holopainen, 1998, 554).

By constructing Augustine and his work as a threshold phenomenon we
might get an explanation of how it could happen that his work persisted for
so long. German Theologist Ritschl points out that the heritage of St. Augus-
tine still has a major influence on contemporary Christian dogma. Ritschl
compares his work with a lens that condensed classical Greek and Latin
Theology and Philosophy to gleam a new Theology towards the future. St.
Augustine – following Ritschl – was the last church father who knew how to
unite the Wisdom of the East with the West (Ritschl, 1976, 106). This can be
seen as another example of how dense his work was punctuated on the thresh-
old and how significant the threshold was he was crossing and with it the
change in history of thought.
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Conclusion on the Meso-Level: Thresholding as Method of immanent
transcendence by filling the Human Niche

The macroscopic and the microscopic part of the paper gave substantia-
tion of the significance of transitions. The conclusion will take a look at the
mesolevel, that connects the macro- and the microlevel, just as it connects
the involves phases between the transition. Therefore the conclusion might
also be called a mesoscopic conclusion giving reference to the relevance of
transitions and providing a methodological tool for transition-research.

This method can only be applied, if the recognition of fuzziness is not
considered to be a setback, but as an enrichment. By recognizing thresholds
the attitude of either/or will be transcended towards an attitude of connect-
edness, what itself is an expression of transcendence. Still, transcendence
has to be seen in two ways. First of all as the Transcendent, which is out of
reach from the immanent world.13  And second it has to be seen as the pro-
cess of moving from one logical order to another. The etymology of the world
already suggests this second interpretation, for the reason that transcendence
derives from Latin trans-cedere, which means to transgress. Therefore by
applying the method of thresholding as put forward by Erickson or Saeverin
the process of applying itself is an indication of transcendence. Therefore it
can be described as immanent transcendence, because the sphere of the im-
manent has not to be left. St. Augustine showed the very meaning of tran-
scending by himself and by his work as well. In this particular sense tran-
scending means to reach the phase of an overlap, which is to be seen a pro-
cess and not a fixum.

Following Jaspers again, Transcendence is an integral part of human-
kind.14  Following Panikkar “every question is a opening to the transcen-
dent” (Panikkar, 2001, 4).

But on the other hand, the phase of an overlap, the place on the thresh-
old is the ”region of maximal vulnerability“ (Erickson, 1999, 118).

And it is the very responsibility of Philosophy to deal with the particular
meaning of transitions and borders. Adorno (following Hegel here) described
the relation of immanence and transcendence as unity. To him there is no con-
tradiction between the two.15  Again following Panikkar it is the very responsi-
bility of Philosophy to ask the question of what cannot be answered within the
parameters of the immanent world: “Philosophy implies an effort consciously
to transcend the limits of what is given empirically” (Panikkar, 2001, 2).
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Therefore the whole subject of cultural change and transition is interre-
lated with the subject of transcendence in the way it has been described as
immanent transcendence here. The place (within the immanent world) where
this immanent transcendence takes place is the Human Niche, as it has been
presented here. By understanding the process of transition in the way it has
been presented here a non-dualistic perspective of cultural change can be
achieved, which basically is a consequence of the inclusion of the excluded
middle. Therefore a quality enters the description that can only be described
by metaphors such as the spiritual. But still it has to be stressed that this
perspective is possible within the framework of the immanent world and
therefore does not involve any kind of esoteric theory, because the leading
forces are the logical premises. With Augustine the example is given in how
far this Human Niche can be filled and how its influence can last over centu-
ries. He is one of the most suitable examples to show the process of imma-
nent transcendence, which can be seen in the biographic transitions and con-
versions he went through his life.

The concluding question is: In how far does the presented way of under-
standing cultural transition as threshold phenomenon help to understand our
present situation? Of course we can rely on the historical perspective and on
how the past influences the present the way we interpret and observe it. Yet a
second perspective can be applied and thus is the question if there is a cultural
change going on at the moment and if we do have any indicators for that.

If this cultural transition does take place, the presented method of un-
derstanding transition as threshold phenomenon might help to understand
(in the words of St. Augustine’s conception of time from the XI Book of his
confessions) how the present of the past will be transformed into the present
of the future by the present of the present, which is the phase of an overlap,
where both time modes exist at the same time just as they do not, because the
present of the present constitutes a quality of its own, that has to be de-
scribed as the included middle.

Stephen Erickson dares to ask: “What if the turn of the twenty-first cen-
tury marks another transition? Are we living in a very significant and in fact
epoch anticipating comma? What then? Over what threshold might we be
crossing and into what new clause?” (Erickson, 1999, 103).



THRESHOLDING AS A METHOD OF CULTURAL TRANSITION ������

NOTES
1 See Jaspers 1960: 292.
2 In German the onomatopoetic word ‘Schwelle’ means ‘threshold’ and ‘door-

step’ at the same time, which expresses its muli-semantic connotation.
3 Which I have done elsewhere. See Saeverin (2002) on fuzzy logics and thresholds.
4 Terms like threshold price, aggression threshold  or pain threshold give a first

orientation. For a list of empirical evidence see Saeverin (2002), Chapter 2.
5 Anthropologists like van Gennep (1909) or Turner (1969) and sociologists like

Luhmann (1987) or Baecker (1997) are aware of the middle state in their theories,
whereas Philosophy mostly (at least analytical Western philosophy) remains within
the framework of the Aristotelian laws of logic.

6 See North, 1990. Ch. 2.
7 Schlicht also points out the disadvantages that go along with fuzziness and am-

biguity: “Ambiguity allows for different interpretations, and there is scope to select
the interpretation with an eye to personal advantage” (Schlicht, 1998, 57).

8 See North, 1990.
9 See Flasch 1994: 10.
10 See Brown, 1982: 7.
11 Flasch points out, that the work of St. Augustin had a major infulence on west-

ern thougth. Although he was perceived as an Theogist and not as philosopher. But
still, Augustin remains a mileston, as Flasch points out (Flasch, 1996, 12).

12  Holopainen speaks of “the role of reason in theology and their indebtedness to
Augustine” (Holopainen, 1998, 553).

13 Panikkar described Transcendence metaphorically: “Transcendence is not
“ground” but rather air, sky, atmosphere, a non-terrestrial soil on which one cannot
set foot” (Panikkar, 2001, 4).

14 See Jaspers, 1960: 264.
15 See Adorno, 1989: 318.
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THE INFLUENCE OF CHRISTIANITY
ON MIDEASTERN CIVILIZATIONS

AND ON THE CONCEPT OF THE DIALOGUE

Fr. Paolos SAFAR
St. Ephrem Monastery, Maarat Saydnaya, Damascaus, Syria

Introduction

First of all, I want to introduce the following paper presenting an idea
about the Middle East. The Middle East has been, from ancient history, a fer-
tile land for the many civilizations that settled in its territory. This part of the
world contributed since the beginning of history to the development of human
life and societies. We refer to the Assyrian and Babylonian Empires and the
Aramean Kingdoms, which were real examples of developed and organized
states and cities. It is worthwhile now to recall the first collection of law, which
was written in Babylon, the so-called Hamurabi collection. But the most im-
portant event ever to happen in the Middle East was the birth of Christianity in
its heart. This event changed the entire world in many aspects, and that will be
the subject of our humble research in the present paper.

The Cultural, Economical and Political Situation
in the Middle East at the Time of Jesus

Most of the territory of what is now called the Middle East was under
the rule of the Roman Empire at the time of Jesus. It is well known that
Greek culture rather than Latin culture, was more dominant in the aforemen-
tioned empire. The majority of habitants of the Middle East were a mixture
of Arameans, Arabs, Egyptians and Jews with Romans and Greeks who had
their presence in the big cities. The dominant culture was a mixture between
that of the original people which was the Aramean-Egyptian and recently
arrived Greek culture. The main spoken language in Syria was Aramean or
Syriac, in addition to Greek in the big cities. In Egypt the main language was
Coptic and Greek. The influence of the Greek language was centered close
to the Mediterranean Sea where the Greeks settled. Even though the Romans
ruled the place, the Greeks had more influence regarding language, philoso-
phy and other elements of culture. The direct contact of two or more people
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created a positive interaction between civilizations, each of them influencing
the other. The prevalent characteristic in Syria and Egypt regarding the rela-
tionship between the two parts, the ruler and the ruled, was the feeling of
being occupied by foreigners. But that did not obstruct the development and
the flourishing of civil life in all its aspects. Religions had a deep imprint on
the life of people, and their main characteristic was the worship of many
gods. We see that each city had its own god, which they worshipped accord-
ing to their customs and tradition.

Pagan worship usually was related to necessity, fear or the will of the
king. The pagan religious had bad influence on the lives of the people, be-
cause in most cases they served the interests of a small number of powerful
persons, making miserable the life of the majority, especially women. It was
a sort of slavery of the mind.

Economic standards were reasonably good, and we can say that they were
better during the stable periods and times of peace because of the natural rich-
ness of the area, and its location on trade routes. The Middle East, especially
Syria, had crucial commercial importance between the East and the West. One
cause of economic instability was the war between the Persian and Roman
Empires, which also changed in many cases the demographic distribution.

The interaction between the incoming Greek philosophy and the local
religious beliefs created a continuous evaluation, renewal and understanding
of human values. The philosophy introduced the tendency of reviewing the
traditional beliefs and associated the new ideas and values with the traditional
religious practices. In the middle of the variety and the differences of ethnicity
and beliefs we find a people who believed in one God and had survived a lot of
difficulties, people who were trying to maintain their identity which was con-
nected or associated with their beliefs. These people were divided in their ten-
dencies between national values and religious ones, enduring and facing plen-
ty of challenges waiting for the Messiah for centuries. The Jews had compet-
ing comprehensions as to what the Messiah meant. One part saw in the attendant
Messiah a grand political and military leader and the others longed to see the
desire of the generation, a spiritual leader. Both of them read the scriptures
trying to determine his attendant coming with patience.

The new Christian Concepts

The appearance of Christianity caused a real revolution in the spiritual,
ethical, political and economic concepts. Jesus came out with new ideas, and
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he was totally against the corruption of society. Even though evangelization
spread peacefully, the reaction of some categories of people who failed to be
negatively affected by the new religion created a large persecution against
Christians. Jesus in his teaching reversed many bases in the societal system,
from which had made humankind had suffered for long centuries. He focused
on re-giving human beings their dignity lost because of sin, which had trans-
formed the life of people from master into slave. Christianity did not interfere
directly to criticize the social slavery system, but we see St. Paul consider that
there are no differences before God between slave and master “There is no
longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male or
female: for all are one in Christ Jesus (Gal, 3:28); all people who believe in
Christ are children of God, no matter what their color, nationality or sex. These
differences, along with other reasons, had originated the slavery social system.
So Christianity treated the causes of the problem, not the symptoms. Consider-
ing human dignity as a priority for Christian teaching was a real social revolu-
tion, albeit a peaceful one. Jesus focused on the presence of the other. He
emphasized that if want to the will of God, we should love our neighbor as
Jesus loves us, which means that we must get outside of our selves and consid-
er the presence of our neighbor and his good. This new thinking was one of the
radical social changes, which elevated the level of the relationships to a better
position. The principle is “good and stable relations among individuals mean
secure and peaceful society”. The not acceptance of the other yields instability
and obstacles in the development group. Jesus said: “I came that they may
have life, and have it abundantly” (John, 10:10). He did not intend that only
the eternal life have an eschatological dimension, but also the physical one.
The Christian message was not only a spiritual and metaphysical calling peo-
ple for salvation from the sin to inherit the kingdom of God, even though that
is the essence of the Christian mission, but the Christian teaching has another
purpose which is oriented to establish the foundation of better social system
regarding various cultural and economic aspects. Some of the Christian teach-
ing contributed indirectly towards some points for building a solid economic
system. Jesus encouraged people to work and blessed the hard workers. In the
parable of the “Talents” Jesus blessed the hard workers who made a successful
and legal investment of money, time and sweat. In the parable of “The Sower
and the Seeds” (Matt, 13:3-9), Jesus focused on the necessity of working hard
to prepare the good land to receive the seeds, which means to remove the
obstacles, to improve our capacities and to make use of our gifts to be produc-
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tive and active members in the society. That will lead the economy toward
development. On the other hand Jesus drew guidelines for a secure and just
society. He emphasized that a solid and developed society is founded on a fair
economy, which is based on the fair distribution of jobs and fair wages. The
best example is the parable of “The Laborers of Eleven o’clock” (Matt, 20:2-
16), in which He outlined the importance of good relations between the owner
and the worker. Jesus advised the owner to try to provide a job and chances for
people to work, if it is possible, so he can benefit from their time and effort,
and at the same time to avoid all the bad effects of unemployment, which
might produce poverty and crime. The owner and the whole society would be
the victims of those negative effects. The call of Jesus for fair treatment of
poor people and workers is not only for spiritual values, but also to establish a
secure and peaceful society and for the good of humankind. Jesus wanted to
find a fair solution for the conflict between rich and poor people founded on
spiritual and human values. To reach a steadfast civilization requires an active,
peaceful and secure society based on a stable economy and social justice. Chris-
tianity determined another essential element for reaching a developed and dem-
ocratic civilization which is the role of the leader among people. “Whoever
wishes to be great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be
first among you must be your slave” (Matt, 20: 26-27). This golden verse
reshuffled the values of the ruling systems. It yielded a real revolution in the
concept of power and governing: to rule means to serve the needs of people
and to feel their pain. All the democratic theories and systems started from this
point and are founded on this golden saying.

 The Concept of Dialogue in the Christian Language

Dialogue means discussion of a certain question or matter, which causes
difficulties or problems between two or more equal parts. Actually if there is
a big difference in power between the parts, we might not call it dialogue; it
could change into exertion of power. The same applies if one part does not
recognize the authority or the legality of the other part, we cannot call it a
real dialogue. Christianity introduced a new respect for people as human
beings without regarding the differences between them; it respects the digni-
ty of all people. That was the real revolution, considering the presence and
the right of the neighbor which opened the door to dialogue. Before Jesus
humanity did not know the real meaning of dialogue, because the recogni-
tion of the other as “the neighbor” in the Christian view did not exist. Jesus
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considered all people at the same level before God. Thinking in this way
means to recognize the rights of our neighbor; therefore we can start a dia-
logue with him. Jesus did not ask us to love only our relatives and friends,
but he went further asking his followers to love their enemies too: “But I say
to you, love your enemy and pray for those who persecute you.” This teach-
ing introduced a new concept, which helped to resolve our problems and
conflicts with others in a peaceful mode that involves dialogue. Jesus prac-
ticed what He asked us to do when He initiated a dialogue with the Samari-
tan woman near the well of Jacob. He started by asking her to give him
water, and after a short discussion he changed her whole life. This woman
was converted into an apostle, preaching the word of God; that was an ideal,
creative and effective dialogue. At the time of Jesus power was the absolute
master and the unique resolution for all conflicts. We see that the message of
Jesus was a real change, which established a new basis for better and more
solid relationships.

Conclusion

The Christian message of salvation does not include only the eschatolog-
ical dimension, but it contains the physical one also. In other words, Christian
liberty extends to our entire lives as individuals and as groups too. Jesus liber-
ated our hearts and minds from hatred and fears, he opened our eyes to see the
others with a different perspective, and to accept their weaknesses and recog-
nize ours, so we can live together and build our own future and that of our
children. He encouraged us to love life and live with hope, looking forward to
a better life. Those are the essential elements for fertile civilization.

© Fr. Paolos Safar, 2004
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International Institute of Islamic Thought,Paris

The Islamic approach of dialogue refers to both a sacred and an ethical
concept of unity. The dialogue is a major transcendence of unity and an ele-
mentary expression of diversity. Epistemologically, the notion of dialogue
admits an exchange between two and more, different, non similar, and may-
be non comparative elements. What it is about is a double and complex way
of exchange in divine and human dimensions, and also a sense of validation
of this exchange.

����������	���	��������	��������

The dialogue could be conceived horizontally, between the sacred unity
of God and the sacred diversity of values. It could also imply a direct expres-
sion of relationships between The Supreme Creator God through His unity
and Man, the vicegerent creature. The phenomenon of prophecy, and the
unity of its message which is Adoration, is the model of Man’s vicegerency
in this world. And through the concept of Fitra, the created good nature of
Man, the essence of prophecy becomes global, general, and identified to
Man’s existence.

In this horizontal experience between God and Man, many relationships
dualities could be formed. In the Islamic thought’s history have developed
the dualities of sacred and profane, reason and revelation, sacred text and
interpretation, Sharia (religious law) and Hikma (human wisdom in litera-
ture’s meaning, and philosophy in usual meaning), and also mysticism fac-
ing rationalism, as the essence of dialectics in the process of the horizontal
relationships. Relating religion to philosophy has been the main issue along
the history of the Islamic thought.

From these dualities integrated in the horizontal’s concept of dialogue,
emerges the vertical process of dialogue. This dialogue’s process is also based
on dualities, organizing the relationships between different men or societies in
general, with differences of race, sex, culture, social status and experience.
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The dialogue is coping with multiple functions and positions inside this dou-
ble way in interrelations, horizontal and vertical. It is the subject, the objec-
tive, and the ontological motor for and mechanism of existence.

����&	���	�����'��&	��	'�����	��(�

The philosophy of ontological opposition, contradiction or paradox, be-
tween different elements of the existence, has no place inside the Islamic
system, based on the concept of ontological harmony through an eternal com-
plex movement between unity and diversity in vertical and horizontal ways.

Unity is not a subject of unification but a source of diversity. Then differ-
ence is conceived as the main material for the ontological unity. Sacred and
profane values are not in a process of contradiction or opposition in term of
ethical unity. Unity in Islamic conception is a sacred as well as a profane value.

On the head of unity, oneness of God  (Tawhid) is the sacred origin of all
others expressions of unity in the created profane world. From the absolute
perfection of God’s oneness proceeds and transcends the ontological unity,
manifested through the cosmos harmony.

The unity of human being is conceived as a sign of God’s oneness, through
the concept of unity in Fitra, this created human nature and natural tendency
to the goodness, also the concept of unity in vicegerency, the unique human
mission on earth1 , and finally the concept of human capacity unity, through
the notion of the duality soul / body and the notion of relativism in action.

The philosophy of unity is based on diversity and for diversity. God’s
oneness is presented through multiple names, signs and proofs. The diver-
sity of cosmos and human creation is a major proof of the unity and the
perfect substance and existence of God. Also, the revelation’s truth is pre-
sented in plural forms respecting differences between nations, and through
different epochs. Islam is not the unique religion having the monopole of
truth, but is the religion which confirms the content of God’s messages,
which is Adoration.

The diversity in the ontological and human creation is the source of the
rational and spiritual unique truth. Exchanging the multiple ways to the
truth is a necessary condition to understand happiness light. Man needs
diversity to identify his role and the ways to happiness in his vertical ex-
change, and needs at the same time a horizontal exchange with sacred truths
to purified himself. Sacred Unity (Tawhid) establishes / creates human di-
versity, and this created diversity found human unity. In this philosophical
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Islamic approach, multiculturalism is similar to the destiny that we could not
escape, and a main principle of human being.

The Islamic speech of Koran is directed not just at believers but much
more at Humans in general. The terminology of man is used more often than
believers, and Koran starts and finishes by mentioning Man as the subject
and the objective of its message. (Koran 96/1-8, 5/3)

The differences between communities and nations are conceived as part
of the created nature, of God’s wisdom, and also as signs and proofs of His
existence. If Allah had so willed, He would have made you a single people,
but (His plan is) to test you in what He hath given you. (Koran 5/48)

Dialogue between religions is a religious obligation, through the best
ways and not only the good ways. O People of the scripture, come to one
word that is just between us. (Koran 6/64) Do not argue with the People of
the Scripture except in the best way. (Koran 29/46)

Freedom of religion or anti-religion is a basic principle for human digni-
ty. There is no compulsion in religion. (Koran 2/256) To you your religion
and to me my religion. (Koran 109/6) Don’t insult whom they worship be-
sides God. (disbelievers). (Koran 6/108)

The religious conflicts could represent for this approach the main rea-
son of the disbelief. Being extremely peaceful and believing in the good
nature of man is therefore a recommended position for believers. And the
believers in God are those who walk on the earth with humility and when the
ignorant address them with bad words, they say: “Peace!” (Koran 25/63)

Man’s responsibility is extremely personal and individual due to his
ontological status as the vicegerent of God. The rational and discursive argu-
ments and methods are essential for faith process to identify the individual
responsibility facing the global challenges. And using reason joins systemat-
ically the faith, as an entity.2

The social responsibility is conditioned by the respect of the individual
responsibility. In this way three concepts are proposed for managing dia-
logue between men: Nasiha (mutual advice), Amr and Nahy (enjoining good-
ness and forbidding evil), and Choura (mutual consultation). Through the
notion of Ummah that means social unity, the social responsibility becomes
a large human responsibility, related to Man in general and not just to a
specific community or nation. Social unity in the meaning of human being
unity is based on an ethnical, religious and intellectual diversity.
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The notion of Ijtihad 3, in the meaning of rational interpretation on rev-
elation, is the major condition for respecting human difference in both thought
and faith.

This original philosophy produced a large atmosphere of human cre-
ativity with new expressions and forms of cohabitation between philosophy
and religion.

With the Islamic philosophy, a kind of fusion occurred between philo-
sophical rationality and religious rationality, in traditional terms. Philosophy
started to be religious, and religion has been thought philosophically. It is
until now very difficult to establish rigid limits between Islamic philosophy
and philosophy of Islam. It is not admitted to consider a theology which
would exist separately from philosophy.

That could explain the difficulty of researchers in Islamic heritage and
thought to apply the word theology on Islam. The science of Kalam, this
kind of Islamic “theology”, is more than a science of religious fundamentals,
and it is not just a philosophy of religion. It is at the same time the science of
religious dialectics and a fundamental Islamic approach of philosophy. It is
the school of intern dialectics between all Islamic tendencies in religion,
rationalists, literalists and mystics, but also of inter dialectics in the perspec-
tive of interreligious dialogue.

Through the topics of human status in divinity, sacred and profane val-
ues, destiny and liberty, God’s oneness and human diversity, and others, the
Islamic “theology”, Kalam, tried to discuss the place of human responsibili-
ty inside the religious rules and limits. Multiple methods, disciplines, and
schools have been developed inside the dialectics of Kalam, in different ways:
dogma, ethic, comparative religion, spirituality, and even political and social
thought through the question of Imamat (religious status of the leader) or the
question of justice.

As example of the multiple tendencies, the problem of defining the reli-
gious obligation has been conceived by three main ways:

– The position of the rationalist school with their leaders, essentially the
Mu’tazilah, has been Nadar, which means the interpretation.

– The Sufi (mystic) school has adopted the contemplation as a priority
in the notion of religious obligation.

– As for literalist and traditionalist tendencies, God’s adoration is the
main process in religious obligation.
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In the Hellenistic Islamic philosophy schools, the major problem has
been how to integrate the religious view and problems, coming essentially
from the dialectic theology of Islam, into the antic philosophy, and neopla-
tonic philosophy, reviewed by Islamic rationality and civilization. It is a kind
of Islamization process of antic philosophy from the new theory of emana-
tion or ideal city for Farabi, or the multiple attempts to make a balance be-
tween spiritual and rational truth for Ghazali, or between Shari’a (Islamic
law) and Hikma (philosophy) for Averroes.

In conclusion, the principle of the unique entity of vertical/horizontal
dialogue associates the preoccupations of both theology and philosophy in
Islam, based on the mutual relationships between unity and diversity.

During its history, the Islamic thought was able to integrate the dis-
agreement culture developed in society from the influence and inspiration of
unity and diversity dialectics. Believing in disagreement becomes a source
of several dialectic concepts, sciences and institutions.

Etymologically Kalam, the science of Islamic theology, means word and
speech. The word Jadal is more fitting to the meaning of dialectics and it has
represented also a science around the philosophical and theological discus-
sions, even though this science has been considered “not a science based on
the advancing of any specific evidence, but rather a skill or a talent which
enables a person to triumph over his opponent”.4

The choura, this ethic of consultation, has a big impact on managing
different opinions in order to constitute a public opinion. It is still considered
in Islamic culture as an ethic, and an institution at the same time.

To conclude these brief examples, we have to mention that disagree-
ment, called Ikhtilaf, has been conceived inside a science of disagreement
ethic.

In this ethic, disagreement could be constructive for the purpose of find-
ing out the truth and establishing unity without unification, in order to con-
stitute a mutual understanding and agreement concerning the fundamental
coexistence rules.

This positive disagreement view needs to be founded on the rational
argumentation, and knowledge, in the perspective of avoiding following vain
desire (Hawa) and imitation (Taqlid), the major handicap for a constructive
disagreement. (Koran 40/5)
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– Dialogue is not a simple question of respect or tolerance, but it is
basically a question of believing in the difference, a fundamental belief, and
a practical belief, as the only way to understand the human being.

– This fundamental consciousness of Dialogue is the only constructed
conception of Dialogue that could save us from the destructive dialogue found-
ed on the obsession of the conversion, xenophobia, and exclusion.

– The basis of interfaith dialogue is the intern dialogue inside each faith
and religion. We need to develop both concepts at the same time.

– Negation of dialogue starts from the concept of identification of Unity
and unification.

– One truth is not one way to understand truth. The origin of religious
genocides is the unconstructive dialogue, or the absence of dialogue due to
the absence of the belief in dialogue.

– The civilization clash, this concept of the post conflictive relations
West/East, starts to be replaced by the conflict Islam/West, according to Hun-
tington, and is a real danger for the inter religious dialogue. We need to
contradict this concept with a constructive, and pragmatic, and not formal
and idealist interfaith dialogue.

– Politics seems to be more and more interested in religion. The con-
flicts – Jews/Muslims in the Middle East, Catholics/Protestants in Ireland,
Muslims/Catholics in Indonesia – are expressive examples. A big effort
related to scholars needs to be done in order to settle limits between reli-
gion and politics.

– Islam, Islamism, Islamic society, Islamic culture, Islam civilization…
All these concepts and others related to Islam need to be analyzed with dif-
ferent methods. The confusion between them is one of the main causes of
Islamophobia, and could handicap a real process of understanding the Islam-
ic world and dialogue with it.

– Islam could never been conceived in singular but usually in plural.
The unity of principles means the large diversity in interpretation or Ijtihad.

– The researcher on Islam needs a non static approach, able to follow
the evolution of the Islamic conceptions. Islamic culture has a big philosoph-
ical and ethical potential to change even despite the real development obsta-
cles. A static ideological position in view of the Islamic thought could not
generate serious scientific approaches.
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– The priority of dialogue intern faith and interfaith has to be on the
head of scholars agenda in this new century, against the idea to uniform the
world in a unique system of globalization.
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The evolution of intercultural and intercivilizational relationships in the
modern society is one of the highest consequence of globalization. The unique
national model of society in ethnical, religious and ideological terms start to
disappear and be replaced by a new philosophy of multinational identity.

The liberal concept of large liberty in exchanging interest between peo-
ple from different cultures, create a new ethic of tolerance and the respect of
difference in cultural expression, based not on specific and identified reli-
gious or traditional principles, but on a liberal social conventions. The role
of religion in managing multicultural public life become very limited.

The main question raised by modernity is how to found unity on diver-
sity or how to save multicultural social unity without making unification of
different social elements.

This new methodology of thinking the duality issue: unity/ diversity of
cultures in modern society, is still a real challenge for religion in general and
especially for Islam. The contemporary Islamic thought is facing a fast and
condense evolution of the social and pragmatic-oriented concept of ethnical
freedom, essentially based on liberal interest within a consistent conviction
in multicultural and multiethnic justice as the main basis of ethnical freedom
and the origin of belief in multicultural society.

New modernity has developed a fragile concept of multicultural toler-
ance that could not be admitted as a principle of accepting difference, but as
a skeptical approach of social freedom. Tolerance means not recognizing the
difference in epistemological, philosophical and ethical words, but an ac-
cepting of a difference reality, limited in time and space. Behind multicultur-
al life exist the ideas of civilization clash and ethnical genocide. Paradoxi-
cally, the modern multicultural life concept could generate two opposite ways
of managing differences: conflict and dialogue.

The dimension of plurality in multiculturalism is a complex issue condi-
tioned by a multitude of human and non human values and interests at the
same time. Models of multiculturalism are differently evaluated and judged
as available or positive or even dangerous. The concepts of social freedom,
justice and interest are the main evaluation factors. The contemporary history
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has testified a variety of multicultural experience failures due to the absence
or weakness of one of these three factors.

The multiculturalism is the major social identity factor in modern soci-
eties not only intern-civilization but also inter-civilizations. Multicultural-
ism establishes two fundamental relationships between people: inside the
diversity of every culture and civilization, and also between different civili-
zations. The fast evolution of medial, scientific, and political globalization
increases the universal meaning of multiculturalism and transforms it into an
evident condition for modern societies.

MNOPQ�RS�RT�UNS�VNTTRWXY�SN�TPZY�[\]PU�WYRU^�XR_Y�TQTSY]�_`N]�]\XSRa\XS\`�

PXRT]�RU�UPSRNUPX�N`�RUSY`UPSRNUPX�TVPaY�PUO�aNUORSRNU��M[Y�S[YN`Q�N_�\URb\Y

a\XS\`Y�PUO�\URb\Y�YS[URa�[PT�UN�]N`Y�c\TSR_RaPSRNU�RU�_PaS�PUO�YZYU�RU�[RTSN`Qd

O\Y�SN�S[Y�YZNX\SRNU�N_�TNaRPX�YeVY`RYUaY�fPU�g[Ra[�XPQT�S[Y�_N\UOPSRNUT�N_

S[Y�UYYO�N_�]\XSRa\XS\`PXRT]��hNgYZY`�S[RT�YZNX\SRNU�ONYT�UNS�[PZY�P�WR^�R]�

VPaS�NU�S[Y�a\XS\`PX�TQTSY]�g[Ra[�aNUSRU\YT�SN�WY�ON]RUPSYO�WQ�NUY�a\XS\`PX

SYUOYUaQ��M[Y�[RTSN`RaPX�RU_X\YUaY�N_�`YXR^RN\T�PUO�YS[URaPX�aNU_XRaST�TSRXX�[PT�P

WR^�RU_X\YUaY�RU�]PiRU^�OYaRTRNUTd�a[NNTRU^�S[Y�a\XS\`PX�VNXRSRaPX�N`RYUSPSRNUd

PUO�TN� S[Y�a\XS\`PX�TQTSY]�ON]RUPSRNU��M[Y�ON]RUPSRNU�N_�j\OPRakl[`RTSRPU

a\XS\`Y�NU�gYTSY`U�a\XS\`Yd�YZYU�S[N\^[�S[Y�mTXP]Ra�a\XS\`Y�`YV`YTYUST�TNaRPXXQ

NUY�N_�S[Y�XP`^YTS�`YXR^RN\T�VNSYUSRPXT�RU�S[Y�nYTSd�RT�P�aXYP`�YeP]VXY�N_�S[Y

[RTSN`RaPX�[PUORaPV�RU�`YXPSRNUT[RVT�WYSgYYU�mTXP]Ra�aRZRXRoPSRNU�PUO�nYTSY`U

aRZRXRoPSRNUd�S[PS�a\`WT�S[Y�YZNX\SRNU�PUO�S[Y�P\S[YUSRaRSQ�N_�]\XSRa\XS\`PXRT]�

The multicultural expression in society did not generate a multi-system
able to manage ethically differences between cultures. The modern models
of unique culture system are the only ways to conceive and practice multi-
culturalism. Multiculturalism is a fact and an evolution in the process of
human experience exchange. It is not only an ethical concept, but it also has
pragmatic dimensions based on the western civilization interests facing oth-
ers civilizations, especially the rest of oriental civilizations, despite their real
weakness.

Religion is made out of the way, due to its incapacity theoretically to
produce conflict from its basis of ethical multiculturalism conception. Mul-
ticulturalism belongs to the modernity fundaments and is not just an ethical
value. It is admitted as a secular concept unconnected literally with religious
principles, but could be inspired partially from their philosophies and ethics.

The modern Islamic thought is facing a big and complex challenge, philo-
sophical, ethical and practical. Philosophically, defining unity and diversity, as
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well as the relationships between them as an entity, has been as we explained
the main topic in the process of theoretically founding the multiculturalism.

Paradoxically, Islamic thought is more advanced in the expression of
philosophical principles than in ethical theories. The Islamic thought contri-
bution is still very limited in the social and political concepts as the issues of
freedom, justice, consultation, pluralism, disagreement, dialogue, and rights
of non Muslims in a Muslim society. These concepts are much more con-
ceived as principles and belief, than as ethical thought. However, multicul-
turalism system has emerged from social ethic and the determination of lim-
its of social action in multicultural context. Two kinds of issues are related to
this question: development of Islamic socials sciences methods and theories,
and essays on contemporary sensitive questions.

The practical challenge of multiculturalism is the most difficult, com-
paring to the philosophical and ethical challenges, due to the weakness of
philosophical and ethical Islamic modern studies. It could be possible for
Islamic culture today to be integrated into a different and new multicultural
experience because of its large positive multicultural literature and history,
but it is difficult to create by itself a modern multicultural experience, be-
cause of its few and limited modern literature.

The multiculturalism experience in the western modernity provoked an
evolution of several values of modernism, such as the concepts of liberalist
liberty, democracy, human rights and civil society. The crisis of these values
produces by the uniform system of globalization, would be the main conceptu-
al challenge in the future for preserving the culture of diversity, through a
process of redefining the human being and thinking the ethic of unity without
unification.
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MODERNITY, RELIGION AND THE WAR ON TERRORISM

Richard Dien WINFIELD
Distinguished Research Professor, University of Georgia, USA

The war on terrorism has been launched under a cloud of obscurity,
veiling the true identity of its antagonists and the fundamental character of
the conflict. Contrary to the commonly intoned bromide, the war on terror-
ism is not a war on terrorism of every stripe. The war is being waged against
neither all groups conspiring to attack officials and civilians of targeted re-
gimes, nor all governments sponsoring such groups or terrorizing their own
subjects. The enemy instead is a specific movement of religious warriors,
waging holy war to purge infidels from the territories dominated by its creed,
there impose religious rule over political, social, family and cultural affairs,
and assault secular nations resisting its struggle. Although religious mili-
tants clinging to Christianity, Hinduism and Judaism have violently attacked
secular institutions and opposing religious groups, the war on terrorism ad-
dresses not them but an Islamist militancy bent on holy war.

This focus is not unrelated to the predominant protagonist in the war
on terrorism. An international coalition may have been enlisted to wage
the war with greatest effect and cooperation, but it is the United States that
is both preeminent foreign victim of and preeminent force battling the en-
emy movement.

The central role of the United States would be contingent if all it rested
upon were the immediate objects of Islamist ire on the threshold of 9/11:
American toleration of Israeli occupation of Gaza and the West Bank, the
stationing of American troops in Saudi Arabia, and United States support for
the United Nations sanctions on Iraq. Each of these foreign policies could
have been rescinded in accord with the principles of freedom to which the
United States appeals in legitimating its institutions, without removing the
enduring antagonism.

To be consistent, American Middle East policy must abide by the demo-
cratic proviso that ables individuals not be deprived of participation in self-
government. This right to political freedom neither restricts political autono-
my to ethnically defined peoples, nor gives each such people a right to self-
determination. Either alternative would imperil the political rights of minorities
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and set the stage for ethnic cleansing. As the United States exhibits, a democ-
racy need not be a nation-state, for the identity of a self-governing citizenry is
genuinely defined by adherence to a common constitution, rather than by cul-
tural unities given independently of political association. This principle for
defining the unit of self-government enables Palestinians to gain their political
freedom in whatever body politic they can join in as democratic equals. Be-
cause, however, the Israeli government refuses to grant them full citizenship in
a greater Israel and Palestinians remain largely unwilling to join Israelis as
fellow citizens in a democratic binational state, the two state option is a legiti-
mate alternative, offering the most feasible accord with the same principles of
self-government to which the United States subscribes. Accordingly, the Unit-
ed States could cease tolerating Israel’s refusal to grant full independence to
Gaza and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, without compromising
America’s own institutions and professed principles.

The same consistency to democratic principle could just as well have
been fulfilled by ending the stationing of American forces in the Arabian
peninsula and withdrawing United States support of the United Nations em-
bargos on Iraqi trade. Although the Arabian nations that hosted American
troops at least formally agreed to their presence, as deterrence against Iraqi
aggression, the forces could have been earlier withdrawn without undermin-
ing freedom in the United States or further deepening oppression in the Ara-
bian peninsula. Similarly, even though the hardship of the Iraqi civilian pop-
ulation under the United Nations embargos had no small connection to the
ruinous foreign adventures and domestic tyranny of Saddam Hussein, the
United States could have consistently supported removing trade restrictions
as ineffective instruments for diminishing Iraq’s threat to the freedoms, how-
ever limited they may be, of its neighbors and its own peoples.

If the terrorist movement advocated these specific changes in the name
of making United States foreign policy consistent with America’s own prin-
ciples of freedom, there would be no intractable conflict. The two sides of
the war on terrorism could reconcile themselves through the avenues of po-
litical liberalism, respecting each other’s legitimacy and coming to an under-
standing on how their shared normative commitments could be made more
consistent with themselves.

The Islamists waging holy war do not, however, oppose American for-
eign policy in the Middle East for its inconsistency. Bringing self-govern-
ment to the Palestinians is not their aim. It is instead to erect an Islamic state
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extending over all Palestine from which infidels would be expelled and ex-
cluded, and under which Palestinians would submit to their clerical masters.
Similarly, the Islamists demanded an end to the embargos against Iraq not in
respect of the universal rights of Iraqi civilians, but in defense of Muslims
against the pressures of infidels. Analogously, the withdrawal of American
forces from the Arabian peninsula has been demanded not in defense of the
secular autonomies of political and social independence, but to cleanse holy
Islamic territories of the pollution of non-Muslim warriors and diminish the
influence of infidel power over the Arab Islamic heartland.

On these terms, any reconciliation is precluded. Even if the United States
were to revise its policies in the Middle East to comply with the Islamist
agenda, America would still comprise the greatest enemy Islamist militancy
has ever faced, an enemy whose very existence is intolerable for the Muslim
zealot. What makes the United States the most formidable challenge to holy
warriors is not just that America is the most economically dynamic, militar-
ily powerful, politically resilient and culturally influential threat to Islamist
hegemony, but that the United States stands as the greatest bulwark of the
project of civilization that distinguishes modernity from all other historical
forms of life. Although modern times have been ravaged by an unmatched
carnage between conflicting world views, one has emerged whose agenda
calls into question the legitimacy of all given traditions, demanding instead
that what counts as valid in theory and practice be sanctioned by an autono-
mous reason, emancipated from all prevailing dogma, and thereby recogniz-
ing conduct to be legitimate only once it has overthrown the hold of given
practices and enacted the system of institutions giving freedom reality. All
other civilizational projects encumber reason and conduct with privileged
foundations, whose given character leaves thought and action conditioned
by some particular ground, whose authority can always be questioned. By
setting reason and conduct free from tradition and embracing rational auton-
omy, modernity advocates practices whose self-determined character pos-
sesses universality precisely by eliminating dependence upon any external,
particular conditions. For this reason, the modern institutions of freedom
have an inherently global reach and authority, in contrast to pre-modern for-
mations, whose attachment to particular roots makes their global expansion
problematic. Unlike other forms of community, those of modernity have a
foundation-free legitimacy that allows for their philosophical defense with-
out appeal to the pragmatic assumptions of political liberalism, which can
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offer no answer to those who do not share its presuppositions.
The history of the United States brings into the sharpest relief all the nor-

mative struggles that attend the rise of modern institutions of freedom. On the
one hand, the United States has been and remains riven with the challenges
internal remnants of pre-modern practices pose to any emergent system of
freedom. Slavery and the persistence of racism, both legal and private, have
had to be combated to realize the universal rights of property, moral account-
ability, family membership, civil society and self-government. Lifting the op-
pression of women in the household, in society, and in politics has been an
equally abiding task, which the reform of family law in line with marital equal-
ity, the enforcement of equal opportunity for all genders in the economy, and
the granting of women’s suffrage have only partially achieved. Similarly, the
campaigns for gay rights and freeing marriage and parenting from restriction
to heterosexual unions present another chapter in the distinctly modern agenda
of removing all obstacles to bringing conduct into accord with self-determina-
tion. And the ongoing battles to secure equal economic opportunity through
regulation of market relations, to ensure that civil and political affairs accom-
modate family responsibilities so that household roles not jeopardize social
and political opportunity, and to prevent economic and other social power from
subverting political equality all reflect the endemic domestic challenge of
making society fully civil and keeping civil society in proper harmony with
household emancipation and democracy.

Just as the trajectories of American domestic history are circumscribed
by these imperatives for overcoming internal impediments to modernity’s
institutions of freedom, so the history of the United States’ external relations
exhibit the problems of keeping an emergent modern state true to the agenda
of freedom in its relations with pre-modern regimes, regimes being modern-
ized from without, and post-modern foreign enemies. The wars against na-
tive Americans and their subsequent internment in a reservation system have
been marked by the same pre-modern racism and ethnic chauvinism that
have imperiled domestic freedom, but they equally reflect the unavoidable
conflict between the modern state and traditional communities ordered by
kinship and other hierarchies incompatible with the universal rights of the
system of freedom. Similarly, the late entry of the United States into colonial
conquest and its subsequent withdrawal from most possessions exhibit not
just the temptations of self-serving imperial exploitation, but the dilemma of
how to modernize oppressive communities without subverting the sought
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after institutions of freedom, whose own community requires free participa-
tion by those upon whom it is imposed. Although the United States has sup-
ported many a regime that violates political, social and household rights,
aided in the suppression of opposition movements seeking to realize the free-
doms of modernity, and promoted global economic policies favoring Amer-
ican corporate wealth at the expense of more equitable international devel-
opment, none of these international transgressions of its own principles of
freedom would make the United States the focal enemy of Islamist militan-
cy. If the United States were just another imperial colossus, projecting its
influence in the tradition of every world power before it, holy war could just
as well proceed on its peripheries, confronting lesser powers who are all the
more oppressive.

Yet, for all its history of internal and external transgressions, the United
States has figured for almost a century as the greatest pillar of family eman-
cipation, civil society, self-government, and cultural freedom, playing the
central role in defeating the totalitarian challenges to the existence and fur-
ther globalization of modernity. These challenges contested modern princi-
ples of right on very different grounds from those setting pre-modern tradi-
tionalists against the institutions of freedom.

Marxist-Leninist regimes and movements, on the one hand, have con-
tested the universal claims of civil society and self-government, regarding
each as a tool with which the particular social interest of capital exercises
hegemony. Yet, the solution offered by the communist dictatorships in the
name of the proletariat has only collapsed the demarcation of state and soci-
ety, substituting state management of the economy for the achievement of
equal economic opportunity while substituting domination by a particular
self-appointed vanguard for social autonomy and self-government.

By contrast, Nazi and Fascist regimes have repudiated the universality
of modern rights by promoting the hegemony of a particular ethnically de-
fined people, immediately embodied in the unrestrained will of a leader.
Although their repudiation of modernity gets couched in terms of pseudo-
scientific arguments of racial superiority, their most powerful ideological
support is provided by the post-modern diagnosis of rationality as will to
power. On this grand narrative, all normative claims in theory and practice
always proceed from historically contingent given foundations, which there-
fore are insusceptible of any unqualified justification. Action and thinking
are thus endemically heteronomous, always plagued by the dilemmas of foun-
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dationalism, where what allegedly possesses validity remains distinguished
from what confers validity. This distinction leaves the privileged foundation
of justification always suspect, insofar as it can never meet its own standard
of legitimation, which requires that it derive from, rather than be, the privi-
leged source of validity. So long as justification is identified with founda-
tionalism, every normative claim consists in an attempt to impose particular
values upon all, values that ultimately are advanced because their advocate
chooses to foist them upon others in what amounts to a play for power. Al-
though every value system will thereby be an instance of a will to power, this
does not provide justification for neutrality towards all values, as the closet
liberals among post-modernists would like to believe. Since not all value
systems are tolerant of others, value neutrality is itself a particular stand-
point, whose claims of universal validity are bogus. Instead, the alleged con-
tingent foundations of all norms leaves one value system uniquely consistent
so far as it imposes its norms as nothing other than particular values rooted
in the will of its advocates, who make their bid for hegemony without mask-
ing the arbitrary particularity of their efforts. This recipe for a new aristocra-
cy of world conquerors, who seek domination for their particular values, is
the guiding principle giving fascism its strongest rationale against the free-
doms of modernity.

In securing the defeat of fascism in the second world war and in contain-
ing and facilitating the collapse of Stalin and his heirs, the United States has
emerged as the single most crucial representative of the civilizational project
of modernity. For its part, among all contemporary religions, Islam contains
the most widespread and dangerous anti-modern movement. These facts raise
two general questions. To begin with, how can religion stand in opposition
to modernity? Secondly, what is it about Islam that allows it to be a privi-
leged vehicle for anti-modern terrorism? In order to comprehend the answers
to both these questions, one must first consider the basic clash of civiliza-
tions that attends the emergence and expansion of modernity.

Modernity and the Clash of Civilizations

The rise of modernity itself entails a clash of civilizations, comprising
the revolutionary struggle where the founders of the first emergent modern
community overthrow the pre-modern institutions that had prevailed. Al-
though this struggle reaches its acme with the supplanting of traditional rule
with self-government, that political transformation is not possible unless a
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wide ranging conflict has already been underway, liberating secular affairs
from religious authority and replacing pre-modern household and social forms
with the emancipated family and the economic and legal relations constitu-
tive of civil society. Unless these cultural, family and social reforms have
come to term, individuals remain caught in various hierarchical dominations
that obstruct their participation in democratic governance as full-fledged
political peers. Whereas the institutions of property, moral, family, social
and political right all have universality owing to the unconditioned, founda-
tion-free character of self-determination, the pre-modern civilization from
which modernity arises is particular, rather than universal, rooted in given
traditions that are endemically limited in scope. Consequently, the clash in
which modernity first emerges is necessarily regional, stamping the first mod-
ern community with the particular identity of its historical origins. In so far
as modernity thus arises from within a particular tradition, the universal in-
stitutions of the original modern community come into the world clothed
with extraneous features deriving from the culture it has transformed. Ac-
cordingly, when emergent modernity faces its surroundings, the new opposi-
tion between the new civilization of freedom and the remaining pre-modern
communities appears as a conflict between particular cultures. In this way,
once the first modern nations arose in the West, the project of modernity
confronted pre-modern civilizations in the guise of a conflict between the
West and the non-West, bringing into opposition the different religious tradi-
tions distinguishing their respective regions.

In principle, the regional birth of modernity sets the stage for two civili-
zational conflicts that are defined independently of any particular traditions.
On the one hand, the first modern state faces unmodernized communities,
characterized by practices grounded in given traditions, necessarily violat-
ing the rights constitutive of the emancipated family, society and body poli-
tic that give modernity a legitimacy escaping the dilemmas of foundational-
ism. The normative challenge of facilitating a global modernization may not
give license to colonial and other imperial domination, but it does confront
modern nations with the imperative of assisting pre-modern countries to
emancipate themselves from their own oppressive traditions.

On the other hand, the first modern states face the counterrevolutionary
challenge of post-modern movements and regimes, which, in contrast to tra-
ditional civilizations, do not privilege some given tradition, but instead con-
test the very possibility of liberating conduct from the hold of particular
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foundations. Fascist movements may have posed this challenge on the basis
of pseudo-scientific justifications of ethnic and racial superiority, but the
most powerful formulations of the post-modern challenge dispense with such
fables. As we have seen, they embrace the arbitrary assertion of openly par-
ticular values and seek world hegemony in blatant pursuit of a will to power.

These axes of conflict get supplemented by a further divide, once modern
relations have penetrated all corners of the globe and direct colonial rule by the
first modern nations has been supplanted by post-colonial regimes. Whereas the
first modern nations have modernized themselves, post-colonial regimes bear
the distinctive liabilities of nations that have had modern relations thrust upon
them from without, both through direct conquest by metropolitan powers and by
the economic expansion of capital, already established in the original modern
nations. Post-colonial nations thereby suffer from three complementary disad-
vantages: First, they contain significant remnants of their indigenous pre-mod-
ern cultures, which obstruct the emancipation of their people. Second, they bear
the scars of a forced modernization serving the interests of previous colonial
masters. Whereas these factors already compromise the viability of any new
implantations of household freedom, civil society, and self-government, these
difficulties are further enhanced by the disparity between post-colonial nations
and the “first world” nations who modernized themselves. Due to the terrific
accumulation of wealth and technology that civil society entails, the first estab-
lished modern nations have an overwhelming economic and military advantage
over their post-colonial late-comers. This predominance not only secures greater
vitality to first-world political institutions, but compounds a competitive advan-
tage that will only increase unless special countermeasures are taken to counter-
act the inherent imbalances of “free trade” globalization.

The majority Muslim populations providing the wellsprings of Islamist
militancy all lie within territories subjected to modernization from without,
first by the juggernaut of Westernization, and then by the post-colonial glo-
balization of a modernized first world whose civil society ever more gravi-
tates around a Pacific rim where Asian tigers divest modernity of at least
some of its initial Western particularities. This situation must be kept in mind,
for the anti-modern revolt of Islamist militancy is immediately directed at
the external modernization ravaging the traditions of the Islamic heartland.

Religion and Modernity

Nevertheless, the antagonism of the war on terrorism revolves around
a general tension, as pivotal for the original rise of modernity as for the
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ensuing modernization of post-colonial nations. This tension resides in the
challenge that religion presents to modernity. The very possibility of any
opposition might appear illusory insofar as modernity’s institutions of free-
dom seem to allow for the maximum religious freedom. The universal rights
of property ownership, moral accountability, marital and parental autono-
my and equality, economic and legal freedom, and self-government all give
individuals equal opportunities to express indifference to religious affilia-
tion. Unlike pre-modern regimes that undercut household, social, political
and general cultural autonomy by privileging a particular faith centering
some traditional heritage, modern civilization establishes religious free-
dom precisely by liberating the different spheres of right from any special
religious tutelage. So long as any religion rules over a form of association,
members of other faiths cannot enjoy equal opportunity. Further, even if
religious unanimity prevails, the subordination of practice to religious con-
trol subverts self-determination by subjecting individuals to a rule of life
dictated by a religious dogma to which they must submit. Consequently,
although all may have chosen to share the same faith, none retains the
entitlement to independently make that choice. Modernity, by contrast,
makes religious toleration possible by rendering religion a private matter,
enabling family, social and political life to become independent secular
domains whose emancipation from clerical domination first provides the
space for self-determination to be realized. It might thus appear that mo-
dernity’s privatization of religious practice overcomes any possible con-
flict between religion and secular institutions, allowing total toleration of
religious diversity. Is this not what de Tocqueville could celebrate, in ob-
serving how the most modern nation of his day, the young United States,
could combine the most fervently and diversely religious citizenry with
radical separation of church and state?

The religious freedom that modernity makes possible, however, can only
apply to religions that are compatible with both toleration of other faiths and of
spheres of right emancipated from direct religious rule. If religion automati-
cally fit these requirements, universal religious toleration would be unprob-
lematic and any opposition between modernity and faith would be precluded.

Yet can all religions be tolerated? Can they all be privatized? Indeed,
can any religion remain true to the basic aspirations of faith if it accepts the
limitations required for a creed to accommodate religious freedom and the
correlative independent secular domains of modernity?
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Religion generically represents the truth of humanity in divinity, to
which individuals must relate to attain their true essence. This relation
involves worship, where individuals expressly acknowledge their piety in
practices performed individually or as members of a religious collectivity,
as well as whatever other practices are mandated by the ideal of the divine.
How divinity is represented can vary, entailing differing prescriptions on
what is of fundamental value for humanity and differing prescriptions on
how individuals should act, both towards divinity and towards one anoth-
er, to achieve the truth invested in the divine. To accord with modernity,
religion must represent the divine in such a way that individuals’ true rela-
tion to divinity entails recognition of the exclusive normativity of free-
dom. If the divine is instead represented in ways that challenge the su-
preme value of rational autonomy, religious practice will present impedi-
ments to the realization of right that modernity brings to consummation.
Insofar as the depiction of the divine represents what is of absolute signif-
icance, the more divinity diverges from rational agency, the more humani-
ty’s alignment with the divine will involve a renunciation of both the insti-
tutions of freedom and the privatization of faith that secular emancipation
and religious freedom involve. Although it may be historically contingent
what forms of religion have arisen and continue to be practiced, the possi-
ble ways of construing the divine allow for varieties of religious faith that
present very unequal challenges to modernity.

This diversity in compatibility with modernity’s embrace of self-de-
termination gets concretized by the specific requirements of the different
spheres of freedom.

Property rights comprise the most basic arena of self-determination since
unless individuals interact in recognition of one another’s ownership of their
own bodies, persons are subject to enslavement precluding their exercise of
any other rights. In order for individuals to determine themselves as owners,
an external domain must be present that does not comprise the reality of
some other agency. In other words, nature must be desacrelized if individu-
als are to be able to embody their wills in some external factor that can be
recognized by others as the receptacle of their self-determination as owner.
If instead, nature is regarded as invested with spirit or spirits, individuals
have no external reality divested of will in which they can objectify their
own volition and achieve the recognized status as owner without which no
other exercise of freedom is possible. Accordingly, any religion that con-
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strues the divine as nature, worshiping natural powers and treating the natu-
ral environment as sacred and invested with spirit, deprives humanity of any
room for self-determination. Under the thrall of this most savage form of
religion, individuals subordinate themselves to a divine with which they can
unite only by forsaking every iota of independence and bowing down to
powers of nature completely alien to rational agency. Such religion has its
counterpart in a community organized wholly in terms of kinship and other
naturally conditioned relations in which universal ties of right have no entry.

Property rights first become possible for religious individuals once the
divine they worship distinguishes itself from given nature. Only then is a
desacrelized external domain available for giving the free will a recognized
embodiment. If, however, property rights are to extend to all competent agents,
in conformity with the right, rather than privilege of ownership, the divine
must further be freed of any natural distinctions that would enable birthright
to determine an individual’s proximity to what is of absolute value.

The entitlements of moral accountability impose yet greater demands
upon religion. The freedom of morality requires that subjects be held re-
sponsible only for what they do on purpose, and only for those consequences
of their purposive actions that they intended. Moreover, moral autonomy
extends a right of conscience to individuals, entitling and obliging them to
determine the content of the moral good for whose realization they hold
themselves accountable. Although morality is not the last word on freedom,
given how conscience must always struggle to determine an objectively val-
id good with subjective resources, it provides the only valid avenue for self-
determined conduct in the interstices untouched by the ethical obligations of
family, civil and political association. Religion can respect moral autonomy
only by according individuals two coordinate religious freedoms - the free-
dom to choose one’s own faith and the freedom to interpret one’s creed with-
out subjection to clerical authority. Under these allowances, individuals can
subscribe to their faith in complete conformity with their freedom of con-
science. If a religion instead requires adherence to a doctrine of the good
whose interpretation is imposed upon its followers by a clerical hierarchy,
moral autonomy is violated.

Household emancipation, for its part, requires that individuals be free to
marry without restriction to religious affiliation, race, sexual orientation or
any other factor irrelevant to the ability to observe the rights and duties of
conjugal relations. If instead a religion refuses to sanctify interfaith marriage
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or demands conversion of an infidel spouse, or otherwise imposes restric-
tions upon marital freedom and the equality of spouses, it will obstruct house-
hold self-determination, which is itself a precondition of social and political
emancipation. Generally, the more a religion construes the divine as incon-
gruent with rational agency, the more likely it will prescribe family relations
diverging from household autonomy.

The economic, legal and cultural rights of civil society pose yet further
challenges to religious belief and practice. To be compatible with equal eco-
nomic opportunity, the related freedoms of occupation and consumption,
and the due process of equal legal standing, religion must free its creed of all
sanction of social hierarchies defined by birth and natural differences. When,
for example, a religion construes unification with the divine as an overcom-
ing of individual subjectivity, proceeding through reincarnations where pre-
vious lives have their value registered in different stations of rebirth, civil
freedom becomes incongruent with salvation. Decisive for congruence with
civil freedom is the degree to which a religion can recognize the authority of
civil law. This requires relinquishing any hegemonic claims of religious law,
accepting instead that submission to sacred edict be voluntary, applying only
to whoever chooses to follow the creed. Making religious law a private mat-
ter, however, is only part of the reformation mandated by civil society. To be
fully congruent with civil law, the voluntarily accepted sacred law must also
shape its edicts so as not to violate the rights legalized in a proper civil code.
Only then can a religion fit within the association of civil freedom, wherein
it can coexist with other religions provided they have reformed themselves
in the same manner.

The reformation of religion securing conformity with civil society has
direct political ramifications. Insofar as religious law must be privatized to
uphold household and social freedom, religion must be strictly separated
from state power. Not only can no religion be privileged by government, but
no religious organization can be permitted to vie for political office. If reli-
giously defined political parties are allowed, political freedom stands in jeop-
ardy. The very problem of factionalism for which political parties have been
pilloried would be insurmountable if parties are permitted to distinguish them-
selves by religious faith, instead of by competing programs for how to real-
ize the constitutional rights of all citizens in face of changing circumstances.
If parties are defined by a particular religious affiliation, or for that matter,
by any other exclusive interest, the identity of ruler and ruled will be sub-



MODERNITY, RELIGION AND THE WAR ON TERRORISM ���%'$

verted the moment any such party wins office. Given its sectarian identity,
the victorious party will wield power not as a representative of the entire
citizenry, but as a dominating faction, lording over a subject class compris-
ing everyone else. Then, the universality of political ends and the reflexivity
of rule will be replaced by imposition of the particular ends of a sectarian
group. Further, if the religious party takes power to impose religious rule,
the ensuing subversion of self-government will be accompanied by the de-
struction of civil society, family freedom, and equal toleration of other faiths.
For these reasons, the Algerian and Turkish military authorities were right to
annul elections about to be captured by religious parties, but wrong to have
allowed such parties in the first place. Blocking religious groups from gain-
ing entry into the political sphere is as much a bulwark of civil society as it is
of self-government. The same is true of prohibiting fascist movements from
contesting elections. Because one cannot have a right to conspire to destroy
the institutions of freedom, democracy cannot consistently tolerate anti-dem-
ocratic parties, be they religious or secular.

All these requirements that religions must satisfy to accord with the institu-
tions of freedom might appear to be external compromises imposed by a moder-
nity essentially alien to religious concerns. Certainly the foundation-free charac-
ter of self-determination alone entails that modernity’s system of right stands in
need no more of a religious than of any other foundation, even if religions must
be of a certain character so as not to obstruct modern freedoms.

Nonetheless, the imperative to shape religious belief and practice to ac-
cord with the exclusive normativity of self-determination is wholly immanent
to religion. Instead of coming from without, the identification of freedom and
value is a fundamentally religious concern to the extent that religion, to be
worthy of the name, seeks in our relation to the divine what is of essential
importance to humanity. Any assignment of fundamental worth to a religious-
ly sanctioned oppression falls prey to the dilemmas of foundational justifica-
tion. So long as a valid life owes its character to something external, instead of
to its own self-determination, what confers validity remains separate from what
possesses validity. As a result, the foundation that allegedly bestows validity
upon humanity cannot meet its own standard, which consists in being deter-
mined by the privileged ground it comprises. To function as the foundation of
validity, this ground constitutively determines something other than itself. If
the privileged foundation were to determine itself, which it must do to satisfy
its own validity requirement and become self-referentially consistent, the de-
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fining difference between foundation and what is founded would collapse,
leaving validity consisting in what is self-determined. Accordingly, the exclu-
sive normativity of self-determination need not depend upon any external as-
sumptions. Any attempt to offer an alternative automatically treats what is
valid as owing its validity to something other than itself, resurrecting founda-
tional justification, which, on its own terms, demands eliminating the distinc-
tion between foundation and validated practice, leaving self-determination as
the only possible bearer of normativity. Consequently, if religion is to be true
to its own vocation and locate the truth of humanity in its relation to the divine,
divinity must be so construed that humanity’s relation to it entails the emanci-
pation of humanity. To be a law expressing the divine’s true prescriptions to
humanity, religious law must be a law of freedom, allowing individuals to
worship and belong to their religious community without impeding the exer-
cise of their rights as owners, moral subjects, free and equal spouses and par-
ents, members of civil society, and self-governing citizens. As we have seen,
this entails granting individuals religious freedom, empowering them to de-
cide independently what their faith will be and obliging them to respect others’
entitlement to do the same. It can include observances distinct from the gener-
al strictures of secular law provided that any such ritual practice not violate the
rights of individuals at home, in society, or in political community.

The resulting privatization of religion and ecumenical tolerance
might appear to involve a self-defeating concession to religious relativ-
ism, fatally undermining religion’s own constitutive claim to locate the
absolute truth of humanity in relation to the absolute. This would be true
for any religion that construes the divine such that worship and religious
practice imprisons humanity in a community of subservience. If, howev-
er, religion represents the divine in conformity with what is justifiably of
value in human life, the acceptance of religious freedom does not deval-
ue religious doctrine; instead, it only confirms the exclusive validity of
the religious doctrine whose divinity prescribes human emancipation. For
this reason, the modernization of religion is not a recipe for relativizing
faith and undermining the appeal of religion. Modernity is fully congru-
ent with religion so long as religion consummates itself on its own terms.
What de Tocqueville observed in the juvenile United States was not the
flourishing of every sort of religious practice, but a cornucopia of reli-
gions that had sufficiently modernized themselves to coexist without for-
saking their own creed.
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Islam Versus Modernity

In important respects, Islam comprises a religious faith that has over-
come many of the doctrinal obstacles to modernization. Like Judaism and
Christianity before it, Islam has purged the divine of all residual traces of
natural determination at odds with rational agency. Allah is the Lord, a pure
absolute will, in which divinity has been thoroughly spiritualized, divested
of physical encumberment and the finitude any such shaping entails. Like
Jehovah, Allah is the creator, existing entirely independently of nature, which
is relegated to a creation generated by and remaining over and against the
divine. Although this renders humanity itself a creation, Allah, like Jehovah
and the God of Christianity, has created humanity in the image of the divine,
a divine whose characterization as the sovereign Lord implies that the es-
sence of humanity resides in freedom of will. Insofar as freedom of will is
universal to competent agents, the religious law of Islam essentially applies
to all its faithful, irrespective of rank. In this respect, Islam follows in the
footsteps of the Torah’s ten commandments, which broke new ground by
putting all Jews under the same rules, in contrast to the separate particular
codes of hierarchical caste communities.

Yet, whereas Jewish religious law applies without discrimination to all
Jews, Islam extends this universality beyond the limits of a particular peo-
ple, joining Christianity in the ranks of religions who proselytize, offering a
way of relating to the divine that is inherently good for all. This extended
universality overcomes the given boundary of consanguinity, which has no
right to put any frontiers on relations of freedom. Admittedly, the restriction
of Jewish religious law to a particular people is not based on any natural
privileging. After all, not only does the Torah proclaim that all humanity is
created in the image of God, but the relation between the Jewish people and
the divine is based on a freely entered covenant, rather than upon a bond
determined by nature, independently of will. Nevertheless, Islam’s claim to
be a universal religion, prescribing a relation to Allah to which all should
subscribe, would seem to be most congruent with the global normativity of
modernity’s civilization of freedom.

Further, the basic observances of Islam pose no inherent obstacle to the
exercise of rights. The primary Muslim injunctions to follow certain dietary
restrictions, pray towards Mecca five times daily, make a pilgrimage to Mec-
ca, give to charity, and resist assaults upon the faith need not violate any
entitled freedoms of others, provided, of course, these injunctions apply only



Richard Dien WINFIELD%''

to those who have voluntarily adhered to the faith. Then, all can be followed
without transcending the privatization of religion that modernity requires.

Nonetheless, the universality of Islamic faith becomes of utmost danger to
modern institutions of freedom when it gets informed by hegemonic aspirations
enshrined in the religious significance given the life of Mohammed in Islamic
tradition. Unlike the prophets of the Jews, Mohammed does not lead a particular
people out of oppression to establish a community of its own where it can enter
into a true relation to the Divine. Instead, Mohammed is a religious conqueror,
forging an ever widening empire of faith by military conquest and imperial rule.
Through his founding example, holy war passes from defense to offense, an
offense without limit, given the universal reach of Islamic proselytization.

In contrast, the particularism of Judaism becomes its saving grace. Be-
cause Judaism, like Hinduism, has no aspirations of proselytization, combin-
ing religion and rule is not sought, except in exceptional circumstances, such
as enslavement under the Pharaohs and the Nazi final solution, when the polit-
ical independence of the religious community may be necessary to secure the
safety of the faithful and the continued practice of the religion. Otherwise,
Judaism is generally fit for the privatization of faith allowing integration into
civil society. Toleration of other faiths poses no threat to Jewish religious prac-
tice, so long as these faiths are tolerant in return. By the same token, Jewish
religious law can consistently apply solely to the Jewish community. Since
that law prescribes communal observances that by and large leave secular free-
doms unimpeached, it readily allows for a secular law governing citizens of all
faiths in an emancipated body politic. Admittedly, orthodox Judaism may spurn
interfaith marriage and personal freedom of belief. Yet even these impositions
on the marital and moral freedom can coexist with civil society to the extent
that they persist as self-imposed commitments in a freely joined ghetto.

The imperial tradition of Mohammedan conquest transforms the uni-
versality of Islamic dogma into a global challenge to moral accountability,
family rights, civil society, and self-government. Other pre-modern oppo-
nents to modernization defend traditions rooted in a particular heritage that
cannot consistently seek to transgress its local bounds and strive for world
supremacy. They may seek to roll back the external modernizations already
implanted within their community and screen out any further development,
but this resistance, such as waged by Hindu militancy, has no global ambi-
tion. By contrast, because Islam has sufficiently spiritualized the divine so
that Allah appeals to all humanity, the example of Mohammed the religious
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conqueror has no regional limitation. The contemporary spread of Islamist
militancy may have, as V. S. Naipaul observes,1  supplanted the local forms
of prevailing Muslim culture with an Arabic liturgy and specifically Arabic
architectural and artistic motifs. Nevertheless, this Arabic cultural imperial-
ism could just as well be jettisoned without subverting the hegemonic aspi-
rations of a world-embracing Islam.

These aspirations are reflected in the pervasive Islamicist demands to
make Islamic law supreme and exclusive, to liquidate any cultural dissidence
that questions the authority of Islam, to destroy non-Muslim culture, both
contemporary and historical, and to ban proselytization by other religions.
These demands apply wherever Muslims reside, just as support for conver-
sion to Islam remains a global imperative. Symptomatic of the combination
of universal inclusion and hegemonic exclusivity is the operation of the holy
sites in Mecca and Medina, to which converts from all over the world are
welcomed, but from which non-Muslims are strictly barred.

So long as adherence to the Mohammedan example ties Islam to the cre-
ation of an Islamic state, all modern freedoms, with the exception of ownership,
stand in jeopardy. Even if Islamic law were interpreted so as to proscribe un-
equal treatment of women and forbid holy warriors to murder civilians, the mere
advocacy of religious rule would still signify a repudiation of the privatization of
faith and religious tolerance undercutting the freedom of conscience, marital and
parental rights, the social autonomy of civil society, and self-government. Under
the religious law of an Islamic regime, individuals lose the right to determine
independently the moral good, forfeit their entitlement to marry and raise chil-
dren to autonomy without subordination to a particular creed, become deprived
of the cultural liberty and legal equality generic to civil society, and have their
political freedom usurped by religious clerics. Given the exclusive normativity
of self-determination, Islamist reaction cannot coherently represent Allah in a
manner congruent with the truth of humanity.

The Modernization of Islam

Because the war against terrorism is a war against Islamist reaction, victo-
ry cannot be ultimately achieved without the modernization of Islam. Terrorist
groups can be dismantled. Religious political parties can be prohibited and
clerics can be banned from holding public office. Quality secular education
can be made universally available. Palestinian independence can be won, sanc-
tions can be lifted against Iraq, United States forces can leave the Gulf, and
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unprecedented efforts can be made to diminish the glaring inequalities be-
tween the nations who modernized themselves and those subject to external
modernization. Yet none of these measures will suffice to rid modernity of its
greatest pre-modern antagonist unless Islam fully modernizes itself.

Although religions widely vary with respect to how much they must
reform their dogma, observances, and hierarchy to become congruent with
the civilization of freedom, all possess the capability of reinterpreting their
creed to make it more compatible with modernity. Fundamentalists may wish
to uphold their own authority and repress religious freedom by laying claim
to an unambiguous literal reading of their holy scriptures. Nevertheless, no
scripture interprets itself, even if the basis of interpretation always lies in
common understandings that make communication possible. Reinterpreta-
tion of prevailing dogma must retain some recognizable connection to reli-
gious tradition in order to comprise a religious reformation, rather than a
revolutionary founding of a new faith. This requirement, however, leaves
religious reformers otherwise free to reshape their faith in greater conformi-
ty with the institutions of freedom. Because religion seeks in the divine what
is of absolute value for humanity and absolute value can lie nowhere else but
in self-determination, theologians can always make a case for embracing
ecumenical privatization and secular freedom as a consummation of abso-
lute religious truth, rather than a sacrifice of faith to relativism.

Admittedly, Islam, like Judaism before it, construes the divine as a Lord
whose absolute will stands in an external relation to humanity, which, although
created in the image of the divine, still relates to it by submitting to external
commands requiring positive actions. This reflects the abstract character of
the denaturalization common to Jehovah and Allah. Both stand apart from
their creation, such that the sovereignty of the divine over everything natural
still presents an abiding distinction leaving the infinity of god tainted by a limit
- the externality of the finite. Accordingly, as much as the pure will of Jehovah
and Allah implies the freedom of a humanity created in its image, humanity
still stands subject to positive prescriptions that are external to self-determina-
tion. The basic Muslim prescriptions on diet, ritual prayer and pilgrimage may
all be as inoffensive to the rights of individuals as the corresponding sacred
commands on Jews and Sikhs, but they lack any inherent rationality and any
inherent recognition of how self-determination involves submission to self-
legislation. Nevertheless, just as Judaism has been reformed to render strict
observance of positive ritual requirements something inessential to faith, so
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Islam can undergo a similar self-reinterpretation without abandoning the basic
sovereignty of Allah and the universal character of Muslim faith. This involves
the same recognition of personal freedom of religion that entails jettisoning
the identification of Islam with rule fostered by canonizing the historical ca-
reer of Mohammed and his imperial successors. These paths of religious refor-
mation are not entirely untraveled, as the lives of modernized Muslims can
testify. The struggle to make them the predominant self-interpretation of Islam
will determine whether the Muslim faith can be at home in the modern world
and true to what is of ultimate value to humanity.

What makes this theological struggle especially challenging is that it must
predominantly take place in post-colonial nations, burdened by pre-modern
traditions, the deformations of colonial exploitation, and the inequalities be-
tween self-modernized and externally modernized countries. The promise of
modern institutions of freedom is tainted by the bleak reality of the post-colo-
nial condition, where the new secular order progressively strangling tradition-
al relations offers a society in which the widening gulf of its own rich and poor
and between itself and the “first” world overwhelms efforts to secure equal
economic opportunity, puts enormous destructive pressures on marital and
parental relations, and undercuts the ability of government to escape wide-
spread corruption, political inequality, outright dictatorship, and subservience
of its economy, culture and government policy to foreign influence. These are
conditions that give allure to the proto-fascist alternative of the ethnic political
solidarity of pan-Arab movements and their counterparts, as well as foster
nostalgia for the pre-modern moorings of Islamist theocracy.

Although overcoming these conditions does not guarantee the self-mod-
ernization of Islam, it would be illusory to think that the war on terrorism can
succeed unless these barriers to religious reform are given no less attention
than combating the holy warriors. Doing so is not merely a pragmatic strategy.
Alleviating the post-colonial condition is itself an imperative of the principles
of modernity, an imperative whose fulfillment just as much secures the global-
ization of the institutions of freedom against which religious reaction rebels.

NOTES
1 V. S. Naipaul, Beyond Belief: Islamic Excursions Among the Convert-

ed Peoples (New York: Vintage International, 1998), XI.

© Richard Dien Winfield, 2004
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RELIGIOUS SYNCRETISM IN EVERYDAY RITUALS
OF THE RUSSIAN CULTURE, BURYATS AND EVENKS

OF THE TRANSBAIKALIAN REGION

Andrei BUKIN
State Technical University of Chita, Russia

The territory Transbaikalian is a poly-cultural region that represents the
co-existence and development of diverse ethnic cultures. One factors influ-
encing the development of a culture is its interaction with neighboring cul-
tures. Through the prism of another culture, one derives a better understand-
ing of one’s own culture, the differences are seen in a new light. With the
acceptance of these differences, one acknowledges the necessary borrowing
of the best that a culture has created. The borrowing happens through con-
tact with the existing ethos, and it comes not only in the form of material
culture, but also in the spiritual realm.

Peaceful coexistence at the junction of national cultures requires, at
minimum, respect for the religious perceptions and traditions of the neigh-
boring people, and at best, acceptance. The latter is especially important
when different peoples have long existed on the same territory, since accep-
tance defines the level of comfort in the realm of intercultural communica-
tion. These conditions are present in the complex cultural context of the
Transbaikalian region.
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The national religion of a person is reflected in that person’s rituals. Per-
ception of the ritual is formed through a decoding that evokes secondary inter-
pretation of the religious idea. Seen through the prism of inherent religious
ethnic beliefs, the ritual creates in a person’s ethnic world-view a sublevel that
is shaped according to its own principles, but which accounts for the images
and functions of that people’s religious beliefs. Here we face the fact that at the
level of different cultures the concept of a religious ritual is not interpreted
equally. For example, Russians do not see curing as part of their religious
rituals, while for Buryats it is one type of religious practice. Here we encounter
a field of religious syncretism that demands further exploration.

Differences in the worldviews of various cultures, giving shape to the
dangers that await a person in life and how to avoid them, are reflected in the
religious realm. If, for example, in a person interprets the “expectation of
danger” through the paradigms of another culture, he or she feels the instinct
of self-protection which is presented in the form of the question: “If “this” is
dangerous for “them”, can “it” be dangerous for me?” Perceiving “someone
else’s” perceived danger as “one’s own” can dictate a way out of a difficult
and sometimes uncontrollable situation. Russians living in Evenk areas see
the world through the prism of their word-view. Historically, the Evenk per-
ception of reality takes into consideration the anthropo-geographic factor.
Environmental conditions and their dependence on nature dictate a gentle
and careful attitude toward nature and a reasonable satisfaction of one’s own
demands. Human relations in this region are determined in a symbolic lan-
guage that is not very wordy, but is concrete in its reflection. For example,
the words “there’s a way” discloses a polysemantism of meaning: the envi-
ronment is favorable, time has come for action, the gods do not mind, etc.
For Russians, these words are not so ritualized, as they are concrete and
realistic, but Russians living in the cultural space of the Evenk area perceive
the situation in accordance with the local ethnic code. This allows the forma-
tion of religious syncretism.

Since the 1990s, Protestant and other religious activities have provided an
alternative to the traditional confessions, which has created the conditions for
religious developments. Against this background, people have sought to re-
store primordially traditional rituals and customs through political means. Taking
into account the region’s polyculturalism, one can assume that all persons of
the region have been influenced by several religious teachings and, what is
most important, by the examples of different systems of everyday rituals that
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are perceived both in the surrounding world and in historical sources. This
assimilation process continues to this day and it creates new precedents for
religious syncretism that ask for exploration and comprehension.

The beginning of religious syncretism as a historical phenomenon is
determined by the interpenetration of the cultural elements. Religion evokes
special everyday rituals which texture the world in which a people lives. In
the everyday rituals of the culture of Transbaikalian Region syncretic reli-
gious beliefs represent a pledge for peaceful co-existence and a source of
century-old experience of religious tolerance and positive intercultural inter-
actions. Transbaikalian Region is one of those unique places in Russia where
intercultural communication is based on mutual understanding and the wish
for peaceful co-existence. For polyethnic regions in Russia the experience of
Transbaikalian peoples may be useful in determining the possible vectors of
future development in religious and social culture. Therefore, the phenome-
non of high religious tolerance in Transbaikalian Region merits deeper ex-
ploration.
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TECHNOETHICS FORMATION IN CONDITIONS
OF RELIGIOUS ETHICAL PLURALISM

Andrey MIRONOV
Moscow State University

The basis of the modern capitalistic economic system is the Protestant
work ethic. The modern consumer society is based on the norms Protestant-
ism, as in the initial form (in the USA and the countries of Western Europe),
and in borrowed forms (the rest of the world). In the capitalistic system the
mutual relationship between the environment and morality was practically
completely deprived of ecological considerations [2].

The priorities, methods, and ideals of modern civilization have entered
into serious conflict with the conditions of existence of the biosphere. The
formation of ecological consciousness is a basic element of the necessary
new outlook [4].

The global ecological crisis is apparent also in culture. Its consequence
becomes a catastrophic backlog in the development of norms concerning the
ethical adaptation of a society to the consequences of scientific and techni-
cal progress. The speed of change between generations of technical devices
and the occurrence of new technical opportunities cause conflict not so much
between fathers and their children, as between generations with ten years
difference in the age.

In the traditional context, the development of ethical norms takes centu-
ries, but mankind not longer has such a stock of time. The high speed of
scientific and technical progress demands a rapid development of ethical
norms regarding human responsibility vis-a-vis the practical applications of
technological innovations (scientific achievement) and as their introduction
through the education system in society.

To meet the challenge for a new set of ethics proceeding from the reali-
ties of scientific and technical progress and to promote the possibility of
steady development, I offer to begin the formation of a new direction in
resolving the philosophical ethical problematic – “Technoethics”.

This independent field, Technoethics, addresses the need to define the
ethical uses, applications and distribution of technical devices. It examines
the influences of technical devices on an environment, and the ways in which
ethical views create influence both the natural and social environments. Tech-
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noethics focuses especially on the role of ethical views in regulating man’s
changing attitudes toward new technical devices.

The field of Technoethics assumes that it is ncessary to develop an alter-
native to the Protestant work ethic. The transition to sustainability, from a
Technoethic point of view, takes into account the still existing polyphony of
cultures against a background of aggressive globalization.

Technoethics does not necessarily involve the generation of essentially
new ethics, though essentially new ethics are frequently offered [2], [8]. Such
approach is considered wrong. Any essentially new ethical system would be-
come a new religion, and such a system would be examined by representatives
of most countries and peoples as another imposition by other culturally ad-
vanced countries. For the formation of ecological consciousness it is neces-
sary to find a support in already existing ethical models. These are the tradi-
tional religions, wherein the performance of ethical norms is rigidly controlled.

The task facing representatives of the confession religions in light of the
global ecological crisis is developing acceptable stewardship practices, for
the world was given us to use, based on the confession.

The account of various geographical and cultural conditions is a contex-
tual framework within which human activity is carried out. It is improbable
that we can develop uniform norms for all peoples, unless these norms are so
common and simple that they are unable to reflect the multiplicity of the
world. The need to support existing ethical systems will make Technoethics
a necessary solution. Achange of ethical values happens concurrently with
real changes in the social organization and the structures of economy. Tech-
noethics, as one of many factors promoting the transition to a world civiliza-
tion characterized by steady development, will promote «beyond all bounds
the long existence of mankind».
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SACRED AND SAINT:
DEFORMATION OF CHRISTIANITY?

Dmitry NOVIKOV
Moscow State Institute of Foreign Affairs (University) of MFA, Moscow

The problem of the borderline between philosophical and theological
discourse, so laboriously studied by Kant, seems to be of secondary impor-
tance for our global vision. It probably hides beneath a kind of permanent
“non understanding” which frames the unusual meaning of political discourse.
More precisely, the problem is represented by the “discourse of exclusion”,
where nothing concrete is exempted and nothing concrete is denied. Never-
theless the act which establishes the discursive limits of a community has
already taken place in the immemorial past. In the history of philosophy,
deconstructive thought starts where Heidegger and Levinas left off, and it
tries to analyze the reasons why the permanent exclusion of a consideration
can have a devastating effect on political forms, and why the excluded can-
not be localized in any rational philosophical discourse.

This primitive violence could be derived from Derrida’s works – scrip-
ture (ecriture) which exerts a violence toward any completed sense forcing
its way against non-sense. But non-sense becomes a kind of a ghost, which
visits in a clandestine way the meaningful text, in the opposition to which
the politics of exclusion has now been born. So the text of the discourse on
the religion that has developed since This text could be regarded as one of
the deconstructive theses on the religion. These developments cause one to
ask is philosophical discourse on religion now impossible, as Shleiermacher
has suggested? The question may also be put in these terms. In speaking or
non-speaking on religion can one ever avoid secret religious language, se-
cretly made religious statements where some political thinking is already
taking place towards the sacred and saint? Is the negation or abnegation of
religion the best solution? Does not speaking of religion always contain some
apotheosis, and is not non-speaking a form of negative theology? Heideg-
ger’s silence on the topic of religion is exemplary.

The contemporary “war of religions” could be viewed in this perspective
as an attempt to escape evil and find salvation in the paradoxical struggle against
the force that makes the discourse on salvation possible. Namely the struggle
against the communicative openness of our modern technical world which
presupposes that some very primitive belief in the Other must occur in order
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for us to understand the message in the situation (the meaning of the times).
Nothing guarantees that we will ever possess the code to ascertain this mes-
sage. Nevertheless this code is an open code and it can now be rewritten as a
demonstration of the very code of the inscription in which the message exists.
Paradoxically, Derrida argues, this belief in an open community of creed, namely
a community where the meaning of life could be read and is read, would con-
stitute an “impossible society” (M. Blanchot). Here sacred and saint are no
longer discernable. The situation is analogous to what happens to the object
during the process of seeing, in the total phenomenon of vision. The indiscern-
ible is just a trace, in which the metaphysical violence is now exhausted, and
sacred and saint are no longer excluded. The trace becomes readable exactly
because it is not longer readable. We have stepped out of our usual text and
have broken open the code to which we belong. This code evidently looses its
transcendence with the inclusion of the excluded. The inscription discerned at
the non-identifiable limit of language and thought constitutes a double code
consisting of the text and a supplementary code that is no less than historicity
itself, which can be seen as an act of transmission. Thus, by breaking open the
code to the whole of “history”.
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4 “Comment ne pas parler” Derrida J. Psyche`. Paris, 1987.
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6 Derrida J.  De l’esprit. Paris, 1992.
7 Derrida J.  Fois et savoir // “La religion”. Paris, 1995.
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OLD-BELIEVERS AT THE BORDER OF CULTURAL
PARADIGMS: THE EXPERIENCE OF THE 20TH CENTURY

Nadezhda PAZUHINA
Latvian University, Riga

     The existential experience of the old-believers in the 20th century creates
a possibility for some general conclusions about basic cultural mechanisms
in the old-believers’ tradition. The cultural paradigms of the of old-believers
are defined by the following situations:

1. Fin du siecle.

The Cultural Manifesto of 1905 began the process of liberalizing reli-
gious consciousness in the Russian Imperial Empire. The old-believers’ com-
munities had to change their isolation and adjust to new relations with the
secular world. The legitimate status of old-believers made their specific life-
style visible to all of society. Renovated “visual forms” (churches, divine
services, social relations, etc.) constituted a new “sign system”, demonstrat-
ing the life-style “like in the old times” as opposed to forms generated by
authentic everyday –life traditions.

For old-believers who lived in towns and who had stable lives econom-
ically, attempts to dialogue (or compromise) with the secular world were
connected with the secularization’s process.

At the cusp of the 21st century, after the strong control of soviet time, the
old-believers in Latvia (as well as in other post-soviet republics) have received
legal and equal rights like the other traditional and nontraditional confessions.
The old-believers are now renewing their “sign system”. This is not being
done with the aim of dialogue with society, but for the restitution of their eco-
nomical and religious status before the soviet time. In the old-believers’ mi-
lieu, the secularization process continues. Contacts with the secular world are
often conflicted. Nonetheless, the old-believers use two cultural codes, their
own traditional one and that of contemporary civilization).
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2. Changes in the type of society.

The old-believer subculture is surviving global changes connected with
the change of cultural codes. The beginning of the schism in the Russian
Orthodox Church (17th century) was basically connected with the change of
the cultural paradigm, from the Middle Ages to Young Time. The 20th centu-
ry processes of the technologization and informatization of society have had
an important influence on the old-believers’ lifestyle.
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THE UKRAINIAN GREEK-CATHOLIC CHURCH
IN THE HISTORY OF THE NATIONAL (UKRAINIAN)

REVIVALS

Alexander ZHILAK, Elena TYURIKOVA
Donetsk, Ukraine

 The history of Ukraine can be singled out with special difficulty, due to
the interlacing and changing of the raising times (revivals) and the abate-
ments (declines), and the gaining and loss of state independence. The latter
has resulted in Ukrainian lands being a province subject to the structure of
other, more powerful states. From all of the diversity of the national revival
our paper is devoted to the questions of participation of the Ukrainian Greek-
Catholic Church and priest in the artistic, and particularly the musical, life of
Ukrainian society.

 This report consists of two parts. The first part is devoted to explaining
how the tradition of UGCC participation formed in the social and cultural
lives of Western Ukraine. Our analysis of this formation is based on pub-
lished facts. The second part of our report consists of a cultural analysis of
UGCC activity in the traditionally multinational and multiconfessional re-
gion of Ukraine, especially in the Donbass region.

 Among the components of Ukrainian mentality we single out religiousity,
which appears to be the national attitude, due to special historical events.
The paramount aspect is the Uniate, which is the most consistent national
interest reflected in the language and culture of the Ukrainian people from
the very beginning. The Uniate was carried out in the spiritual-confessional,
social, educational, and culturally illuminating artistic activities of the priests.

 The appearance and strengthening of the Uniate in the Greek-Catholic
Church coincided with the First National revival in XVI-XVII centuries.
This period is characterized as a whole great uprising in political, cultural,
and educational realms.
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 The XIX century is associated with a great number of historical events
precipitated by the cultural revival, resulting in the formation of political,
cultural and enlightening, artistic and performing organizations and groups
and also in the emergence of the independent Ukrainian state of UPR.

The third national revival pulsated with awakening and “dying down”
during the entire XX century, with the process being intensified during re-
cent decades, with the reemergence and strengthening of national and state
independence. After the creation of the separate state of Ukraine in 1991,
when the freedom of religion was legalized, the Greek-Catholic church also
came to East Ukraine, the Donbass region. Currently, in this multinational
region, which is rife with powerfulf national-state uncertainty, UGCC minis-
ters carry out an important mission in the preservation and sometimes also
the restoration and spreading of Ukrainian national culture.
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Después, yendo a la oración preparatoria a 
la misa, no sabiendo por quién comenzar, y 
advirtiendo primero a Jesú, y 
pareciéndome que no se dejaba ver o 
sentir claro, mas en alguna manera escuro 
para ver, y advertiendo, pareciéndome 
que la santísima Trinidad se dejaba sentir o 
ver más claro o lúcido, y comenzando y 
después razonando adelante... 
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me parecía que no tenía licencia para 
mirar arriba, y aquel no mirar arriba, 
mas en medio, me crecía la devoción 
intensa con intensas lágrimas, 
teniendo y creciendo acatamiento y 
reverencia a las visiones de arriba, y 
con venirme cierta confianza que se 
me daría licencia, o se me manifestaría 
a su tiempo 
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a quién me encomendar  
o por donde comenzar  

�����	���������
� 
��	����������
 

 

<������
�!�����0
#���%
�����(�����%�
����	�����
����(��

	���-���"���
�
����
�;K

6

y tantas veces esto diciendo,  
y tanto internamente esto sentiendo 
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querérseme comunicar  
en diversas partes; a tanto que, 
adrezando el altar,  
y con un sentir y hablar  
decía: Dónde me queréis, Señor, llevar 
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Despues, al preparar  
del altar,  
ciertas mociones a lacrimar,  
con un mucho duplicar:  
no soy digno de invocar...  
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en no buscar  
o mirar  
para tener,  
o no tener  
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me parecía  
que no me podía  
levantar,  
mas querer estar  
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terminando  
a Jesú, como hallándo– 
me a su sombra, como seyendo  
guía, mas no disminuyendome  
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me parecía  
que adelante no podía  
venir cosa que me pudiese apartar  
dél ni hacerme dudar... 
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hablando 
y deseando  
más morir  
con él que vivir  
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en el pensar  
de orar  
al Padre, pareciéndo– 
me135 y sentiendo  
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no osando levantar– 
me para decir  
misa sin tornar a dormir 
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Despues yendo  
a Misa preparando 
el altar, vestiendo– 
me y entrando...  
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se me perdería  
a continuar  
las misas; y como sería  
mejor conservarlos  
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pareciendome que para hallar  
ésta en el sacrificio es menester  
en todo el día aprovechar  
me de ella sin distraerme  
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no demandando ni buscando  
confirmación,  
mas deseando  
reconciliación  
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me parecía  
que Jesú las presentaba,  
o las acompañaba  
las que yo decía  
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de donde infería  
y veía  
que no me podía  
ayudar  
para hallar  
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me parecía  
que no quería  
o que no podía  
mirar en mi, acordarme  
de lo pasado para reconciliarme  
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quieriendome levanter con un 
pensamiento de dilatar  
el comer, y poner diligencias,  
que no me embaracen hasta hallar 
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seyendo  
levantado  
y seyendo  
apartado  
aquel calor, teniendo 
la cosa per acabada  
y pareciendome  
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A la noche sacando  
las cartas para ver  
y hacer razones 
de las elecciones, 
y faltando 
en el día y entrando  
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es a saber,  
cerca al acatamiento y reverencia a 
confirmar  
todo lo pasado  
cerca haber  
hallado  
la vía  
que se me quería  
mostrar,  
pareciendome ser  
la mejor de todas y para siempre que 
debo llevar. 
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en lo pasado, con conocer  
el mal espíritu pasado,  
es a saber, en querer  
me hacer dudar y indignar 
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LANGUAGE AS A MEANS OF EXPRESSING
THE MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE

OF ST. IGNATIUS LOYOLA

Andrey KOVAL’
Moscow, Russia

This paper addresses the problem of rendering a mystical experience
by means of human language. Two works by St Ignatius of Loyola (1491–
1556), the founder of the Society of Jesus, are taken in consideration: “The
Pilgrim’s Tale”, or “Autobiography” (PT), and “The Spiritual Diary” (SD).
First, brief information on the texts is given (I). Further on, Loyola’s main
strategies in using the language are pointed out. These include a tendency of
impersonal expression manifested in the use of the third-person pronoun
instead of “I” (PT). The pronoun ‘I’ is systematically avoided in (SD), and
the effect is amplified by the wide use of gerunds and infinitives (SD). (II. 2)
St. Ignatius uses unusual epithets and comparisons: e. g., “hot (calorosa)
and reddish (como rúbea) devotion” (SD) and (II. 3) visual images based on
associations: e. g., the Holy Trinity as a figure consisting of three keys (PT).
(II. 4) He employs “formulae”, that is, set expressions repeated in various
contexts, (II. 5) and “involuntary poetry” (SD) with vast amount of rhymes
and assonances, plus rhythmically organized rhymed “strophic” structures.

In expressing the mystical experience, PT differs from SD. The differ-
ence is due to the nature of the texts. PT addresses to the “Other” and is
typically “communicative”, while SD is oriented to Loyola himself and is
therefore “auto-communicative”. This explains the “poetic” features of SD.
The same methods can be applied in understanding the psychology of prayer.
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� ^VW^VWa� _� ^iaYW^VWa`T� ��J�R� pTf^Vd^VWa�� _� daYV^VWa� �D��R� Ya~^VWa� _

[egjZi^VWa� �DG�R� geV�^VWa`T� _� �eZd^VWa� �DL�R� WT[gTYd^VWa� _� TVdY^VWa� �F��R

�eZTdáVWa`T�_�YT~aiZcáVWa`T��F��R�jjTfáVWa`T�_�dZYáVWa`T����K�&

LF

� dZY^VWa� &&&� aYWTV^VWa� �BB�R� ia`TV�^VWa� &&&� ce�~^VWa� �BJ�R� iaV[ejd^VWa� &&&

WTdTY`ZV^VWa��D;�R�̂ jjT~áVWa`T�̀ eiha�_�̂ [T~eYáVWa`T��FB�R��VdY^VWa�&&&�_�g^[^VWa

�GD�R�gYTg^YáVWa`T�TV�iá`^Y^�_�TVia`TVWáVWa`T��K;�R�daYV^VWa�̂ ��T[ú�_�iabY^VWa
���K�R��a`TV�^VWa�j^�`Z[^�_�g^[^VWa���BG�&

LG

�TygjZi^Y&��ZV�WebZd^Y��;J�R�jTf^Vd^Y��`^[�T[d^Y��BK�R�WT`^VW^Y�_�[egjZi^Y��K��R

W^Y�_�YTdZY^Y��K��R�dTY`ZV^Y�_�~a�^Y���B��R�T[gTY^Y�VZ�be[i^Y���DJ�R�be[i^Y�a�d^YW^Y
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��DL�R�gYTg^Y^Y`T�_�`ZY^Y���G��R�^[Z`Zj^Y�a�YTiaYW^Y��;;D�&

LJ

�jTf^Vd^Y`T�&&&�gaY�h^iTY�i^jj^Y��;;�R�Va�̀ T�iaVdTVd^Y�iaV�Va�[T�̂ [í�̂ XZY`^Y��DL�R
`ZY^Y�&&&�TV�iTjTbY^Y��F��R�gaY�^_W^Y`T�_�gaY�b^c^Y`T����;�R�he`Zjj^Y`T�_�b^c^Y`T

��BF�R�^�j^iYZ`^Y�_�^�iaVXaY`^Y`T���;J�&

LK

�YTgYT[TVd^VWa�^j�TVdTVWZ`ZTVda��a� dZY^VWajT�^�[Z�'()'"��_�`a[dY^VWa�[TY�Tj

'()'"� )����%�
��� ����"� !`Z[`a#*� ��;F�R� gTV[^VWa� &&&� ^iaYW^VWa`T� &&&

TVia`TVW^VWa`T��DG�R�g^[^VWa�&&&�`ZY^VWa�&&&�`ZY^VWa�)��
�(���	��
������������$

���"*��BD�&

LL

�TV�daYV^Y�^�`ZY^Y�_�iaV[ZWTY^Y���;;�R�TygjZi^Y�VZ�WTij^Y^Y�geTWa�h^jj^Y���KF�R

�eZd^Y`T�&&&�`ZY^Y�&&&�j^iYZ`^Y���G�&

���

�fZTVWa�_�[TVdZTVWa��;F�R�TjZ~ZTVWa�_�aXYTiZTVWa��BD�R�[TVdZTVWa��a�g^YTiZTVWa

�FL�R�Va�gZWZTVWa�VZ�[ZVdZTVWa��JK�R�[TVdZTVWa�a�fZTVWa��������;����GL�R�_��eZTYZTVWa

_�Va�fZTVWa����K�R�dTVZTVWa�_�iYTiZTVWa���;K�R�h^iZTVWa�_�fZTVWa���B��R�Va�h^iZTVWa

`^[��eZTYZTVWa���F��&

���

�`á[� [TVdZTVWa� a� fZTVWa� �eT� TVdTVWZTVWa� �FD�R� fT[dZTVWa�� iYTiZTVWa� &&&� _
g^YTiZTVWa��GD�&

��;

�g^YTiTY�[TY�)�
 ����	��
�!�����"#*��GJ�R�T[�^�[^bTY6�Va�dTVTY�)!��	���($

��
#���	�%
�
*��K�����R�Va�gaWTY�̂ [í�fTY���K�R�Va�[TY�g^Y^��eT�fTY��BG�R�_�fTY�Tj�[TY
��;��R�dTVTY�*+�h^b*+�[ZV�gTYWTY*+��;J��)��
�(���	��
�������	���-��"��	������	�$

�����	�������!j^#*&

��B

�WZ[iedZY�_�WZ[iTYVZY���F�&

104 había faltado el día pasado [29]; sentimientos de Cristo tentado, seyendo
animado [93].

��F

�g^YTiT��eT�hZiT��DD�R�VZ��iYTa�^[í��WT[Ta����B�&
��G

�`T�dai^b^�_�`T�[^i^b^��BJ�R�iaVZTid^b^�_�gTV[^b^����L�R�`T�g^YTií^��eT�Va
dTV�^���;K�R�̀ Z�g^YTií^��eT��eTYí^���DG�R�̀ T�gaVí^�a��eTYí^�gaVTY���F;�R�g^YTií^��eT
_a�WTbYí^���KD�R��eT�[TVdí^�a�^gYTVWí^��;;D�&

��J

�iaVaií^�� [TVdí^�a�fTí^� �GB�R�',�g^YTií^� &&&� [T�',�WT[iebYí^� &&&�',� ^dYaí^� &&&
)��
�(���	��
��������	�!`T#*��B;�&

��K

��eZ[ZTY^��eT�Tj��T�aY�iaVWT[iTVWZTY^���DJ�R��Tñar hacía o le placía, vi)(-+.�a
Va�/()(-+.�)����%�
����������� 
�����	��������������*���KD�R�̀ T�~eZ^[T

_�`T�jjTf^[T����B���;J��)!��	���(��
#���	�%
�
*&

��L

�[^baY�_�i^jaY��BL�������%
�i^jaY���[^baY�ZVdTYZaY�)
�w���	�����
�(��
*

�BL�R�i^jaY���[^baY��D��R�iaVaiZ`ZTVda���eT�̂ eV�Tj�d^j�gTV[^`ZTVda��DF�R�consolación
ni desolación [198]; penitencia con la tal ausencia �;B�&

���

�YTfTYTViZ^�iaV�^j~eV^�ZVXjeTViZ^�&&&�eV^�Z`gadTViZ^���GB�&

111 devoción y moción [74]; moción, devoción [94]; devoción y mociones [116,
137].

��;

�En la oración sólita con asaz devoción [141]; En la oración sólita por toda ella
con mucha devoción [143].

113 ni devoción ni visión [140].
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114 devoción y intensión [46].
115 continuarme devoción y dispusición para lacrimar ��BG��)����%�
���	�$

��������������*&

��G

�devoción y elevación de mente y notablemente [26]�)����%�
���	�������
���
����
�(��������	
 "*&

117 mociones ni turbaciones [97].
118 visitaciones y visiones [152].
119 devoción ... calorosa, lúcida y amorosa [88].
120 moción interior y amor [81]; amor y mayor )�� ������	����*����B�R calor

exterior [139]; calor interior y exterior )!��	���(��
���	�%
�
#*���LJ�&
�;�

�W^Y�je~^Y�g^Y^�h^bj^Y��LB�R�^j�gYTg^Y^Y�WTj�^jd^Y�)!��	���(��
#���	�%
�
*

�B���GD��GG��J����
�����	���6�^j�^WYT�^Y�WTj�^jd^Y����L�&

�;2 iba arriba [136].
123 tandem levantandome [37]; tandem considerando [147]; tandem cesando

lágrimas y dubitando [148]; y cuándo terminándose [183].
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NEOPAGANISM AND YOUTH CULTURE: IN SEARCH
OF NEW RELIGIOUS AND CULTURE GUIDING LINES

Viktoria CHERVA
Russian Institute for Cultural Research, St. Petersburg

The youth culture of Western countries got its subcultural and later its
cultural status only after WW II, but in Russia subcultural and countercultur-
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al events became really distinct only in the middle of 80’s. One form of
youth opposition to the dominating values of modern Russian society is neo-
paganism – a very complicated sociocultural movement with no definite so-
cial status until now. Neopaganism could be observed as a new religion, or a
subcultural, countercultural, or even sociopolitical movement.

Basically neopaganism began as a subcultural movement. It was con-
nected with a special social and political situation in Russia during the peri-
od of stagnation (1970’s – early 80’s). The domination of Soviet ideology on
one hand and the negative attitude of government to the Orthodoxal church
on the other gave rise to  the interest of a small group of young people in the
preñhristian period of Russian history.

During Perestroika neopagans began to take part actively in the social
life of the country, intent on renewing the social and spiritual consciousness
in Russia. Thus, the subcultural neopagan movement, which consisted of
separate groups aimed on their own belief and traditions, became a counter-
cultural formation, which  tried not only to keep its values and behavioral
standards, but to spread them all over the society.

Perestroika marks a starting point in the creation of new ideals and ide-
ologies, which defines a new period in the sociocultural development of
Russia. The spiritual vacuum of the post-Soviet period and the weakness of
the former ideology strengthened the interest of people in religion. However,
we can hardly speak about neopaganism as a religion, because any religion
is connected tightly with a definite way of thinking, living and world under-
standing. Modern pagans cannot come back to paganism as a religion in its
unity and wholeness. The present situation with paganism gives us an oppor-
tunity to speak about the efforts to reconstruct Slavic paganism: the worship
of nature and the pagan cult way of life.

Another major factor in the appearance and development of neopagan-
ism in Russia has been the effort to find a new national idea. It’s a fact that
during the most problematic and acute moments of history a society tries to
find a base in its own historical roots and mentality as an escape from global
oppositions and contradictions of the modern world.

In the middle of the 1990’s a new stage of neopaganism developed in
Russia. The separate communities exploring mainly the folk traditions, my-
thology and rituals of the Slavic tribes became new neopagans, who were
trying to work out a general neopagan ideology.

Thus, neopaganism in Russia includes a wide range of different variants
of social activity, from a subcultural hermetic interest  to the inner potential
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of neopagan ideology for an extremely aggressive attitude toward the world
and society with its values. Neopaganism, owning its countercultural char-
acteristics and the element of religious renewal in Russia, became a socio-
cultural movement, which has tried to help young people find their lost life
ideals and ideas, the “new spirituality”. Neopaganism has made a determined
effort to define new cultural and spiritual ideals and values, connected with
general human values, to fight against technocratic society and to find ways
for co-operation with the planetary consciousness of different social groups.
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THE SITUATION OF ENIGMATIC

 Boris SHIFRIN
Russian Institute for Cultural Research, St. Petersburg Branch

An enigma is a specified problem. One has to distinguish between an
enigma (a puzzle)  and a concept of enigmatic – the latter not implying  at all
a logical task. The world of enigmatic appeals to connotational meanings, to
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the unconscious. The hermeneutical craftiness of an enigma is that an enig-
ma, being a circumlocution, has to hide the subject and give a hint of its
position at the same time.  This is what makes an enigma different from an
encrypted message, but similar in spirit to a detective story, to a hide-and-
seek game – it is not a proper thing to overdo the game and hide so thorough-
ly that the subject or thing is not “here” at all.

Enigma is a comprehensive premise, but the answer to the enigma, the
subject, is supposed to be brief. In this sense, an enigma is opposite to a
definition. But one can build a definition not necessarily based on genus and
species: in the medieval didactic game, an object was described by a list of
paraphrases. Such a list is sort of an inversion of an enigma. An ability to
solve, as well as invert enigmas, is non-elementary. A question regarding the
algorithmic attainability of an enigma is problematic. If the enigma is an
articulation of an enigmatic world, the algorithm “has to learn” how to oper-
ate not within the informational space (environment or media), but within
the world as a continuum of the enigmatic. And what must the author of such
an algorithm learn?

Enigma indirectly points to a state of affairs, but it does not imply the
presence of another person. This makes it different from a mystery. Howev-
er, in the enigmatic world, the intuition of presence is still very strong. Yet
this alternate (other) presence is not mysterious, but appealing to us, asking
for understanding. The status of the mysterious Other emphasizes it’s being
different, as a moment of disappearance. The status of the enigmatic Other
discloses itself with the help of indirectness. And the moment of disclosure
finally outweighs the very feature of being different.

An investigator is not the one who solves an already settled and clearly
defined problem. Despite his dislike of hypotheses and guesses, Newton quite
a few times came to the borders of an enigmatic world:  to that very ocean
beach where he saw himself a child playing with pebbles. This encourages
us to consider more deeply the forms of rationality of the Postmodern epoch,
and the genres of culture outside the margins of these forms.
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