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Dialogue, or rather, the internal interaction between philosophy and reli-
gion, is almost impossible, since they have too little in common. Religion, as
such, is faith or vision of the invisible and therefore is alien to arguments and
proof. Faith does not need evidence, because this would humiliate faith. Philos-
ophy, on the other hand, is a denial of religion by definition, since it assumes its
subject as a product of human mind. The single viable attempt to link faith and
knowledge has been pure atheism, because only consistent atheism proclaims
itself to be religion, philosophy, art and science, all in one worldview.
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In regard to the dialogue between religions and confessions, this may be
realized only on the basis of non-faith, because there are no meta-religious
paradigms which provide the way for this dialogue. The single exception to
this rule is Russian religious philosophy, which has never broken with eastern
Orthodoxy and, thus, is not a philosophy in the western sense. Russian reli-
gious philosophy is a discourse of faithful mind being en-churched despite
the rational attempts of individual philosophers. Russian philosophy never aimed
to limit knowledge to give place to faith, because faith has always been a
single essential subject of its knowledge.
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Gnostic tradition usually is treated as the concept of inner relations among
the “Pater agnostos” and the “gnostic part” of man (for example, “pneuma”).
A history of Gnostic religions gives us many cases of extreme forms of deifi-
cation. Such teachers as Simon Magus and Menander were honour by Rome’s
citizens as “The God Superior”. Some gnostics (such as Marcus) were known
as great magicians. Their magical acts were based on the power of God,
which placed in the nature of Gnostic.
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“Agnostos” God doubles in the reality of man by his agnostos part. The
God was thought as the transcendent for “our” perceptible world. Man’s
“pneuma” is transcendent for the soul-body staff. “Agnostos” God is the
Alien for “our” world. Gnostic teacher is the Alien among the mass of peo-
ple. His sermon is “the temptation” and “the madness”. This world was born
by agnosia and envy. Both agnosia and envy are the radical components of
men’s everyday life. We see two parallel lines of attributes, which point out to
the possibility of unification (the God and the Gnostic).

“The part (men’s pneuma) is identical to the whole (God-pneuma)” –
this paradoxical statement may be considered as the crucial point of the Gnostic
tradition. Both, man and God are identical because of their connection to the
World. Both are Aliens.

Nevertheless, such statement simplifies a real religious experience. Uni-
ty of pneuma is not means mechanical process. The genesis of this world
was connected with the fatal event in sacral substances: one of the creations
of God was fallen and it’s fall is the source for the origin of evil and begin-
nings of perceptible world.

The event keeps in the nature of gnostic: he has body and soul as the
memory of it. Moreover, as “pneuma” he is the individual existence. A meet-
ing of Man and God is the collision of two strangers. Shock, which is feeling
man – is the condition for the salvation. The shock has two components:
enthusiasm evoked by the identity of man’s pneuma and God and horror caused
by the abyss of Father. The abyss is the actual distance among the God and
the man (as man).

However, what kind of experience had gnostic when he revealed his
sacral nature? Was that the form of unification like “dissolution of a drop of
milk in the water”?

Not! All of descriptions such type have a systematic lack: God has a
such superior nature that He must not be object of calculation. He is Alien not
only for our world but also for all our epistemological practices – but calcula-
tion is the one of these practices. We must assume that the situation of return
to God not look like dialog of two subjects, not look like unification, not look
like all known for us.

The figure of Alien (or Other) is necessary for the gnostic religion: just
this figure describes all moments of relations among man and God, man and
world, “gnostic part” of man stuff and it’s soul-body components, true knowl-
edge and ordinary world outlook.
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Three types of techniques are analyzed: 1) material, connected with
material production; 2) corporal, determined by mechanics of human body;
3) spiritual, representing means of creation, transmission and storage of
symbols. Technology is seen as being of techniques, its functioning and
development.

Dialogue is considered as a technology of spirit, that is communication
mediated by symbolic techniques in dialogue. The example of J.-G. Hamann
shows symbolic techniques in dialogue to be complemented with corporal and
material ones.
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X;�#cg�efiufdnk�w_dnf�r_u�qljfluij�eqdgnqge�de�qljfluij�hdxguedf{;��nhgu�fcde

oinngu�i�ngv�f{wg�_r�zn_vjghkg�inh�qljflug�gmgukgh;�$n�wiufdqljiu��fcde�ngv

zn_vjghkg�ug�lduge�n_f�_nj{�fcg_ugfdqij�kgnguijd�ifd_n�olf�ije_�fcg�q_nefulq�

fd_n�_r�fcg�rdnij�k_ije�_r�qljflug;

�;�#cg�qljfluij�k_ije�cgjw�f_�qugifg�q_nhdfd_ne�r_u�fcg�dnfguiqfd_n�_r�eqd�

gnfdrdq�inh�wcdj_e_wcdqij�q_mw_ngnfe�_r�qljfluij�ugijdf{;

`;�~�qciuiqfgudefdq�_r�fcg�m_hgun�qljflug�inh�qljfluij�zn_vjghkg�de�f_

wugeguxg�o_fc�_opgqfdxgj{�eqdgnfdrdq�inh�wgue_nijj{�lnd�lg�_udgnfifd_ne��vcdqc

mi{�og�dnfguwugfgh�ie�wugeguxifd_n�_r�o_fc�fcg�eqdgnfdrdq�fuihdfd_n�_r���$$���

qgnfludge�inh�fcg�q_mmlndqifdxg�fuihdfd_n�_r�fcg�mdhhjg�ikg;�#cg�_ng�vi{�f_

h_�fcif�de�i�qljfluij�q_nqgwf;

a;�~f�_hhe�vdfc�fcde�eqdgnfdrdq�n_fd_n�fcif�de�fcg�_opgqfdxg�lndf{��fcg�qljflu�

ij�q_nqgwf�de�ijvi{e�in�dnhdxdhlij�inh�lnd�lg�lndf{;�~e�elqc�fcg�qljfluij�q_n�

qgwf�jdnze�giufc�inh�cgixgn;�#cg�egneg�_r�q_nqgwf�qin�og�djjlefuifgh�o{�fcg

dmikg�_r�vdnh_v;�$n�fcg�mdhhjg�ikg�in�dq_n�de�i�vdnh_v�r_u��_h�f_�vifqc

min�inh�v_ujh�� fcg�widnfdnk�_r�ugnideeinqg�de� fcg�vdnh_v�r_u� fcg�min�f_
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vifqc�v_ujh�inh��_h;�$n�o_fc�qiege�fcgug�de�in�dnfldfd_n�_r�i�kjinqg�ru_m�fcg

v_ujh�_r�ruggh_m��ru_m�fcg�v_ujh�_r�egjr��f_�fcg�v_ujh�_r�_wwugeed_n��f_�fcg

v_ujh�_r�_fcgue;�,_nqgwf�wu_xdhge�fcg�vdnh_v�n_f�_nj{�r_u�.njdkcfgnmgnf

inh�fcg��dhhjg�~kge��olf�ije_�r_u�min�inh��_h�f_�vifqc�giqc�_fcgu;

�;�#cg�qifgk_u{�_r�q_nqgwf�ugxgije�fcif�fcg�/fcgu�de�n_f�i�efuinkgu;�$n

fcde�vi{�df�jdnze�n_f�fcg�edmdjiu�olf�fcg�uihdqijj{�hdrrgugnf;�#cde�de�w_eedojg

ednqg�fcg�q_mm_n�hgn_mdnif_u�ogfvggn�m{egjr�inh�fcg�/fcgu�de�fcg�ezdjj�f_

wu_w_eg�i�k_ij��d;g;�fcg�iodjdf{�f_�g�qggh�fcg�_ngte�_vn�jdmdf;�%lqc�lnhguefinh�

dnk�_r� fcg�qljfluij�q_nqgwf�h_ge�n_f�elkkgef� rled_n��_u�i� fcduh�q_nngqfdnk

gjgmgnf��_u�fcif�_ng�_u�fcg�_fcgu�de�i�jdnz;�y_vgxgu�fcgug�de�n_�w_edfdxg�hgrd�

ndfd_n�_r�fcg�jdnz;�#cg�w_edfdxg�hgrdndfd_n�_r�qljfluij�q_nqgwf��ru_m�m{�w_dnf�_r

xdgv;�iwwgiue� dn� fcg�mlflij�kuiewdnk�_r� fcg�/fcgu�ie�_ngte�_vn�k_ij;�~n

g�imwjg�_r�fcde�ugjifd_n�de�infd�lg�q_emdem;��_u�min�fcg�q_em_e�de�i�uihdqij

/fcgu�inh�fcg�rdnij�k_ij�(fcg�wgurgqf�min�de�mdqu_�q_em_e)�inh�r_u�fcg�q_e�

m_e�min�de�ije_�fcg�qgnfgu�inh�fcg�k_ij;
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�gjdkd_n�ijvi{e�dmw_egh�jdmdfe�lw_n�clmin�zn_vjghkg;�%_mgfdmge�df

vie�xgu{�ugefudqfdxg;�#izg�r_u�g�imwjg��_og��vc_�edmwj{�vie�fu{dnk�f_�rdnh�i

ugie_niojg�g�wjinifd_n�r_u�cde�_vn�g�wgudgnqge;�#cde�lwudkcf�ojimgjgee�inh

k_h�rgiudnk�min�edmwj{�vinfgh�f_�jgiun�fcg�ugie_n�r_u�cde�min{�mder_uflnge;

~jj�cg�q_ljh�rdklug�_lf�vie�hdugqf�cgjw�ru_m��_h�� fcif�df�vie�n_ng�_r�cde

oledngee;�~mi�dnkj{��_og�r_lnh�fcde�inevgu�f_�og�wgurgqfj{�eifderiqf_u{;

�lhg_�,cudefdin�fuihdfd_n�de�oiegh�_n�fcg�wu_w_edfd_n�fcif�i�k__h�min

ijvi{e�zn_ve�cde�_vn�jdmdfifd_ne��fcif�de��i�k__h�min�ugijd�ge�fcif�fcgug�iug

fcdnke�_ng�h_ge�n_f�zn_v�inh�ec_ljh�n_f�jgiun;

}_ge�fcde�iffdflhg�mizg�in{�egnegZ�ec_ljh�e_mg�zn_vjghkg�og�r_uodh�

hgn�� inh� dr� e_�vcif� ec_ljh�og�wgumdeedojg� f_�zn_v�inh�g�wugeeU�,in�vg

hgqdhg� dr� fcgug�iug�in{�r_ume�_r�zn_vjghkg�� fulg�_u�lnfulg�� fcif� r_u�e_mg

ugie_n�vg�ec_ljh�n_f�zn_v��inh�vcif�de�fcg�ugie_nU

�_hgun�qljflug�de�qiuu{dnk�_lu�vc_jg�qdxdjd�ifd_n�qj_egu�f_�fcg�w_dnf�vcgug

n_�r_ume�_r�zn_vjghkg�_u�g�wugeed_n�mi{�og�elopgqf�f_�ugkljifd_n�_u�wu_�

equdwfd_n;�#_hi{�fcg�wudnqdwjg�_r�_wgn�zn_vjghkg�inh�rugg�qduqljifd_n�_r�k__he

inh�dhgie�cixg�gefiojdecgh�fcgmegjxge�e_�rdumj{��ijm_ef�gxgu{vcgug�fcif�in{

ugeguxifd_ne�io_lf�fcde�efifg�_r�irridue�iug�_rfgn�eggn�ie�w_jdfdqijj{�inh�dnfgj�

jgqflijj{�ugiqfd_niu{;�$hgie�inh�dmikge�_nqg�hggmgh�_lfedhg�_r�o_lnhe�_r

qdxdjd�gh�hdeq_lueg�cixg�jifgj{�ogq_mg�rihhdec;

$nfgjjdkgnf�wg_wjg�iug�elww_egh�f_�gmouiqg�ijj�eqdgnfdrdq�hdeq_xgudge;��g

cixg�f_�og�gqefifdq�_xgu�fcg�elqqgeerlj�qj_ndnk�_r�%q_ffdec�ecggw��vcdqc�_wgne

i�w_eedodjdf{�fcif�clmin�ogdnke�mdkcf�e__n�og�mizdnk�kgngfdq�q_wdge�_r�fcgm�

egjxge;��g�iug�elww_egh�f_�rljj{�lnhguefinh�inh�iwwugqdifg�fcg�ugqgnf�ugci�

odjdfifd_n�_r��iu�lde�hg�%ihg�ie�i�edkndrdqinf�vudfgu�vc_�mgudfe�i�wjiqg�dn�fcg

�gefgun�jdfguiu{�qin_n�ij_nk�vdfc��iqcdixgjjd�inh��_leegil���g_ukg�.jd_f

inh��gh_u�}_ef_gxez{;

-lf�iqflijj{�fcde�edflifd_n�de�m_ug�q_mwjg��fcin�fcif��r_u�e_mgvcgug�dn

fcg�oiqz�_r�_lu�mdnhe�fcg�dhgi�fcif�fcg��lgef�r_u�jgiundnk�inh�lnhguefinhdnk

mdkcf�og�hinkgu_le�de�efdjj�ijdxg;�$f�gnfgue�_lu�q_neqd_lengee�fcu_lkc�elqc

ef_udge� ie�su_mgfcgle��sinh_ui�_u� fcg�odojdqij� ef_u{�_r� fcg��ijj�� inh� fcg{
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ngxgu�eggm�f_�jgixg�le;�#cife�vc{�qj_ndnk��ij_nk�vdfc�fcg�ihmduifd_n�df

ugqgdxgh�ru_m�fcg�wlojdq��ije_�wu_hlqgh�i�ewgqdij�egeed_n�_r�fcg��%�%gnifg

eloq_mmdffgg�_n�slojdq�ygijfc�inh�%irgf{��vcdqc�q_nedhgugh�fcg�gfcdqij

dmwjdqifd_ne�_r�fcgeg�miffgueZ�inh�%ihgte�wgueliedxg�qgjgouifd_n�_r�eg��vdfc�

_lf�j_xg�_u�gxgn�mlflij�q_negnf�de�n_f�i�wiuf�_r�fcg�eqc__j�qluudqljlm;��g

eggm�f_�ugijd�g�fcif�fcgug�g�defe�fcg�hdewu_w_ufd_n�ogfvggn�eqdgnfdrdq�wu_kugee

inh�mlqc�ej_vgu�ku_vfc�_u�gxgn�i�w_eedodjdf{�_r�hgqjdng�_r�m_uij�zn_vj�

ghkg;��g� zn_v� fcif� in{� X�� {giu� _jh� qin�miefgu� fcg� qijqljle� fcif� _nj{

+gvf_n�inh�|dgondf��dn�ijj�fcg�v_ujh�_nqg�zngv��olf�vg�h_lof�fcif�fcg�eimg

X��{giu�_jh�qin�mifqc��mlqc�jgee�g�qggh��fcg�m_uij�zn_vjghkg�_r�fcg�gfc�

dqij�fcdnzgue�_r�fcg�wief;

�cif�de�fcg�ogef�vi{�f_�hgij�vdfc�fcde�edflifd_nU�su_oioj{�vg�ecijj�h_

vcif�/h{eegle��cde�qugv�o_lnh�cdm�f_�fcg�mief�if�cde�_vn�_uhgue��e_�fcif�cg

q_ljh�cgiu�fcg�%dugne�vdfc_lf�ogdnk�eghlqgh�o{�fcgdu�cgjjdecj{�ogilfdrlj�mledq;

$n�_fcgu�v_uhe�vg�nggh�i�mgindnkrlj�q_nqgwf�_r�jdmdfe;�-lf�c_v�h_ge�_ng

rdnh�in�_jh�riecd_ngh�n_um�dn�fcg�v_ujh�_r�w_efm_hgun�ugjifdxdem;

%dnqg�dn�_lu�fdmg�ugjdkd_n�de�uiugj{�iqqgwfgh�ie�i�e_luqg�_r�m_uij�zn_vj�

ghkg�vg�mlef�j__z�gjegvcgug;��g�vdjj�ogkdn�o{�fizdnk�i�j__z�if�w_efm_hgundem

n_f�e_�mlqc�ru_m�fcg�w_dnf�_r�xdgv�_r�m_uij�zn_vjghkg��vcdqc�w_efm_hgundem

riqdj{�hdemdeegh�olf�ru_m�fcg�efinhw_dnf�_r�xiu{dnk�q_nqgwfd_ne�_r�fulfc;�#cg

w_efm_hgundef�m_xgmgnf�cie�cih�q_uu_edxg�grrgqf�_n�ijj�zn_vjghkg�olf�gewg�

qdijj{�m_uij�zn_vjghkg;�#cde�de�i�ugeljf�_r�dfte�jd�ldhifd_n�_r�fulfc��fulfc�de�fcif

vcdqc�_ng�de�q_mr_ufiojg�vdfc;�%lqc�i�uihdqij�ugjifdxdem�_u�elopgqfdxdem�jgihe

n_vcgug;��g�wu_w_eg�fcif�in{�ugq_xgu{�_r�m_uij�zn_vjghkg�mlef�ogkdn�vdfc

fcg��lgefd_n�_r�zn_vjghkg�dfegjr;�~nh�fcde�vdjj�dnx_jxg�fcg�ugq_nefulqfd_n�_r�in

_opgqfdxg�oiede�r_u�mizdnk�_r�fulfc�qjidme��fcif��dn�flun��vdjj�gxgnflijj{�jgih�le

oiqz�f_�fcg�&.fcdqij';�$n�fcde�vi{�vg�vdjj�og�iojg�f_�mizg�m_uij��lgefd_ne�_nqg

ikidn�mgindnkrlj�ie�i�wiuf�_r�vcif�fcg�inqdgnfe�qijjgh�wuiqfdqij�vdeh_m;�#cde

vdjj�dnx_jxg�i�odf�_r�dnfgjjgqflij�iuqcig_j_k{;��g�vdjj�_oeguxg�fcg�cdef_udqij�qciu�

iqfgu�_r�clmin�zn_vjghkg��fcg�ugjifdxg�inh�_opgqfdxg�iewgqfe�_r�cdef_udqij�g��

wgudgnqg�inh�fcg�eijdgnf�rgifluge�_r�qjieedqij�g�wgudgnqg�fcif�vg�c_jh�ie�ugjg�

xinf�r_u�f_hi{;��dnijj{�vg�vdjj�iez�c_v�_lu�wugegnf�wughdqimgnf�de�f_�og�plhkgh

inh�dn�vcif�q_nfg�f��ru_m�vcif�wguewgqfdxg;

#_�k_�og{_nh�fcg�eluh�ugjifdxdem�_r�w_efm_hgundem�vg�mlef�rduef�ugq_k�

nd�g�fcif�ijj�g�wgudgnqg�de�dngeqiwiojg�cdef_udqij;�ylmin�niflug�de�n_f�efifdq�_u

q_nefinf��olf�rlnhimgnfijj{�e_qdij�inh�cdef_udqij�dn�qciuiqfgu;�#cle�df�de�m_hd�

rdgh�dn�cdef_u{;�/r�q_lueg�n_f�ijj�zn_vjghkg�de�efudqfj{�cdef_udqij��olf�f_�lnhgu�
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efinh�in{�zn_vjghkg�_u�wguewgqfdxg�vg�mlef�xdgv�df�cdef_udqijj{�r_u�dfe�ogkdn�

ndnke�f_�dfe�wugegnf�efifg;�#cde�hdew_ege�_r�fcg�kgngfdq�rijjiq{�vcdqc�cie�ogq_mg

i�rijjiq{�dfegjr�inh�i�hinkgu_le�_ng�ogqileg�df�wu_m_fge�cdef_udqij�imngedi;

�cif�de�edkndrdqinf�io_lf�fcg�wiefU�#cgug�iug�min{�w_eedodjdfdge;�~e�i

ugeljf�vg�mi{�cixg�i�hdrrgugnf�dnfguwugfifd_ne�_r�fcg�wiefte�ugjifd_necdw�f_�fcg

wugegnf�d;�g;�hdrrgugnf�cdef_udge;�-lf�fcg�edkndrdqinf�&wief'�de�ijvi{e�_opgqfdxg

inh�ugjifdxg�if�fcg�eimg�fdmg��ugjifdxg�dn�vcif�vg�qc__eg�ie�i�w_dnf�_r�hgwiu�

flug�olf�_opgqfdxg�dn�dfte�_lfq_mg;�#cg�ogef�qc_dqg�r_u�i�edkndrdqinf�wief�dn

fgume�_r�g�wjinif_u{�w_vgu�inh�ugiqc�de�wu_oioj{�fcg�hgxgj_wmgnf�_r�clmin

wu_hlqfdxg�r_uqge��r_u�df�de�fcgeg�fcif�wjiqg�le�dn�_lu�qluugnf�wughdqimgnf;

#cg�egjgqfd_n�_r�fcg�ugjgxinf�cdef_u{�_r�in{�fcdnk��dnqjlhdnk�q_nfgmw_�

uiu{�w_efm_hgundef�ugjifdxdem��hgminhe�i�rlflug�r_qle�_n�fcif�fcdnk�dn�_lu

wugegnf�� � fcif� de��c_v�vg�lnhguefinh�fcg��lgefd_n�&vcgug�iug�{_l�q_mdnk

ru_mU'�inh�vcgug�{_l�iug�q_mdnk�ru_m�de�i�jiukg�wiuf�_r�vcif�inh�vc_�{_l

iug;�$n�fcg�qieg�_r�w_efm_hgundem�fcde�de�fcg�edndefgu�ugiqfd_niu{�dhgijdem�_r

�gnfdjg�inh�ygdhgkkgu�ie�vg�cixg�iuklgh�if�jgnkfc�gjegvcgug;
X
�$n�in{�qieg

{_l�qin�n_f�jd�ldhifg�{_lu�inqgefu{;

#cg�egjgqfd_n�_r�e_mg�kgnldngj{�edkndrdqinf�wief�de�n_f�iuodfuiu{��olf�_o�

pgqfdxg��oiegh�_n�dfte�ihg�liq{�_n�g�wjidndnk�fcg�wugegnf�efifg�_r�dhgie�inh

gxgnfe;�%_mg�egjgqfd_ne�_r�kgnldngj{�edkndrdqinf�wiefe�iug�riu�m_ug�ihg�lifg

fcin�_fcgue;�ydef_udqij�imngedi�q_nhgmne�le�f_�riqdjg�inh�gmwf{�hdeq_lueg�ie

vie�fcg�qieg�vdfc�mlqc�_r�inij{fdq�wcdj_e_wc{�inh�m_ef�_r�q_nfgmw_uiu{

w_efm_hgundef�oioojg;�#cde�de�n_f�f_�ei{�fcgug�de�e_mg�f_fij�inh�ljfdmifg�edk�

ndrdqinf�wief��elqc�ie��_h�dn��ghdgxij�wcdj_e_wc{;�-lf�fcgug�elugj{�iug�g��

wjinif_u{�qudfgudi�r_u�qc__ednk�m_ef�_opgqfdxgj{�edkndrdqinf�efiufdnk�w_dnf;�~nh

vg�h_�n_f�nggh�f_�ugqiwdfljifg�fcg�gnfdug�cdef_u{�_r��gefgun�e_qdij�hgxgj_w�

mgnf��qljflug��inh�dhgie�dn�_uhgu�f_�mizg�in�ihg�lifg�egjgqfd_n;�,udfgudi�io_lf

&vcgug�f_�ogkdn'�de�ije_�n_f�qiwudqd_le�r_u�df�de�ijm_ef�ijvi{e�if�e_mg�dmw_u�

finf�ougizfcu_lkc��hdeq_xgu{��dnxgnfd_n��_u�q_nqgwflij�ecdrf;�$n�fcg�qieg�_r

m_uij�zn_vjghkg�vg�fcdnz�fcg�ogef�efiufdnk�w_dnf�ug�lduge�i�ugflun�f_�infd�ldf{�

i�ugflun�vcdqc�vg�vdjj�q_mg�f_�wugegnfj{;

~e�r_u�ugjifdxdf{��fcgug�de�ngxgu�i�ogef�efiufdnk�w_dnf;�#cgug�iug�_nj{�ogffgu

_nge;�~�ogef�v_ljh�og�ljfdmifg��f_fij�d;g;�e_mgfcdnk�jdzg��_h;��g�qin�_nj{

ewgiz�_r�fcg�ogef�lnhgu�ewgqdrdgh�q_nhdfd_ne�_r�zn_vdnk��lnhguefinhdnk;�#_

zn_v�fcg�ioe_jlfg�ogef�dnx_jxge�fcg�sjif_ndq�mdefizg��fcif�vg�qin�n_f�zn_v

vcif�de�&ogffgu�fcin'�lnjgee�vg�cixg�i�wud_ud�zn_vjghkg�_r�vcif�de�ogef�(�_h

dn�,cudefdindf{��fcg��_um�_r�&�__h'�dn�sjif_);�&fcg�ogef�r_u'�qin�ije_�og�q_n�
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\]^�YSUWSY�S_�VXYS`UWTW`a�W`�aS`Ubc�d`^R�WY�e]WbS`Se]c�WY�U]^�XYS`^SbSX�

WTVb�`^Y`^�V`�V�U^VT]WYX�S_�WYTSaeZ^]^Y`Wfb^�YVUdZ^�S_�U]^�gSZbR �hSg^i^Z'

IAJKLM�g]S�WYUZSRdT^R�U]^�U^Za�jVXYS`UWTW`ak'�Vb`S�d`^R�WU�WY�U]^�`^Y`^�S_

lRSdfU�WY�mSRn`�^oW`U^YT^n �N>?OPQ'�USS'�d`^R�WU�WY�U]^�`Va^�`^Y`^ �pSU�SYbc

XYS`^SbSXWTVb'�fdU�Vb`S�U]^SbSXWTVb�VXYS`UWTW`a�gV`�T]VZVTU^ZW`UWT�S_�IARL

VYR�S>Q@�V`�g^bb �\]^�VdU]SZ�S_�U]^�jqZWUWrd^�S_�sdZ^�t^V`SYk�U]SdX]U�U]VU

U]^�j]WX]^`U�̂ YUWUck�Z^aVWY`�VY�jdYVeeZSVT]Vfb^�WR^Vbk'�U]^�Sfu^TUWi^�Z^VbWUc

S_�g]WT]�SY^�TVY�YSU�j^WU]^Z�eZSi^'�SZ�Z^_dU^k�WY�V�ZVUWSYVb�bSXWTVb�gVc �v^U

VTTSZRWYX�US�wVYU�j^U]WTS�U]^SbSXck�`]SdbR�VTT^eU�jU]^�^oW`U^YT^�S_�mSR�V`

V�eS`UdbVU^�S_�edZ^�eZVTUWTVb�Z^V`SYk 

t^bWXWSY�WY�WU`�iVZWSd`�_SZa`�S_�̂ oeZ^``WSY�eZ^`deeS`^`�_VWU]�WY�̀ de^ZYVUd�

ZVb�eSg^Z`'�g]^Z^V`�aSYSU]^W`UWT�Z^bWXWSY`�VZ^�fV`^R�SY�_VWU]�WY�V�e^Z`SYVb

mSR �\]^SbSXWTVb�VXYS`UWTW`a�W`�SeeS`^R�US�`dT]�Z^bWXWSd`�WR^V`�WY�U]VU�WU�eZS�

T^^R`�deSY�U]^�eZ^aW`^�U]VU�WU�W`�WaeS``Wfb^�US�ZVUWSYVbbc�eZSi^�mSRǹ �̂ oW`U^YT^

VYR�Z^XVZR`�aSZVbWUc�VYR�aSZVb`�V`�V�jedZ^bc�]daVY�eZSfb^ak�0x �yWY`U^WY4 

zY�U]^�SU]^Z�]VYR'�U]^SbSXWTVb�VXYS`UWTW`a�W`�YSU�V�Uce^�S_�aWbWUVZc�VU]^�

W`a�U]VU�SeeS`^`�Z^bWXWSd`�T>P@U�WY�mSR�US�U]^�T>P@U�WY�WU`�YSY�^oW`U^YT^'�^i^Y

U]SdX]�jRZ^``^Rk� WY�`TW^YUW_WT�VZXda^YU`�S_� U]^�`S�TVbb^R�j`TW^YUW_WT�VU]^�

W`ak �xTTSZRWYX� US�x I �Hi^R^Y`{c'� jyi^ZcU]WYX� WY�YVUdZ^�TVY� WYR^^R�f^

^oebVWY^R�gWU]SdU�VYc�]^be�_ZSa�mSR'�`Sb^bc�fc�U]^�bVg`�S_�YVUdZ^'�1�^i^Zc�

U]WYX�^oT^eU�U]^�^oW`U^YT^�S_�YVUdZ^�VYR�WU`�bVg`k �\]VU�W`�g]c�U]^SbSXWTVb

VXYS`UWTW`a�TVY�UV{^�yWY`U^WYǹ �eVZVRSoWTVb�_SZa5�jt^bWXWSd`�̀ ^YUWa^YU`�S_�V

`T]SbVZ�TSY`W`U�WY�^YU]d`WV`UWT�gSZ`]WeWYX�S_�U]^�]VZaSYc�S_�YVUdZ^n`�bVg`k 

IY� x | � }S`^iǹ � gSZR`'� jx�RP?>VKL� PW� QX@� >� Y?L>VU�XT� Q>@A?LZW� K>OW4

EX@� @UL� Y?L>VU� XT� Q>@A?LZW� K>OW� PW� >�RP?>VKL&� YA@&� XQ� @UL� VXQ@?>?M&� @ULP?

TXAQ[>@PXQ� >Q[� \AW@PTPV>@PXQ&� @ULP?� >]]?LULQWPXQk � ~dU� VU� U]^� `Va^� UWa^'

dYbW{^�x | �}S`^i�g]S�gV`�V�̀ ^TZ^U�aSY{�gWU]�U]^�YVa^�xYRZSYWTd`'�I�RSYnU

{YSg�g]S�SZ�g]VU�W`�U]^�`SdZT^�S_�U]W`�aWZVTb^ �\]W`�e^ZT^eUWSY�S_�U]^�gSZbR

I�TSY`WR^Z�US�f^�U]^SbSXWTVb�VXYS`UWTW`a 

\]^SbSXWTVb�VXYS`UWTW`a�]V`�UgS�^oeZ^``WSY` �zY^�S_�U]^a�W`�RSdfU�WY

mSRn`�^oW`U^YT^'�U]^�V__WZaVUWSY�S_�U]^�Si^ZVbb�WaeS``WfWbWUc�S_�Z^`SbiWYX�U]^

i^Zc�rd^`UWSY�S_�]W`�^oW`U^YT^ �\]^�SU]^Z�Uce^�S_�U]^SbSXWTVb�VXYS`UWTW`a'�SY
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]W`�WYTSaeZ^]^Y`WfWbWUc�1�U]d`�VfWRWYX�fc�U]^�SeWYWSY�U]VU�U]^�{YSgb^RX^�S_

SY^n`�SgY�WXYSZVYT^�W`�eZ^_^ZVfb^�US�WXYSZVYU�{YSgb^RX^ �xTTSZRWYX�US�U]^

VdU]SZ�S_�jxZ^SeVXWUWT`k�0s`^dRS��WSYc`d`�U]^�xZ^SeVXWU^4'�jU]^�aS`U�RW�

iWY^�{YSgb^RX^�S_�mSR�W`�U]^�SY^�U]VU�W`�VTrdWZ^R�U]SdX]�YSU�{YSgWYXk �\]^`^

WR^V`�g^Z^�Vb`S�`]VZ^R�fc�pWT]SbV`�S_�wd�V�VYR�� } �|ZVY{ 

\]^SbSXWTVb�VXYS`UWTW`a'�V`�RW`UWYTU�_ZSa�Z^bWXWSY�VYR�VU]^W`a'�W`�T]VZVT�

U^ZW�^R�fc�XZ^VU^Z�USb^ZVYT^'�W``dWYX�_ZSa�U]^�b^XWUWaVTc�S_�ebdZVbW`a�WY�gSZbR

SdUbSS{'�_Z^^RSa�S_�Z^bWXWSd`�TSY`TWSd`Y^``�VYR�V__WZaVUWSY�S_�]daVY�iVbd^`'

WYTbdRWYX�U]S`^�WY�U]^�̀ e]^Z^�S_�aSZVbWUc 
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\]^�gSZbR�iVZW^Uc�S_�Z^bWXWSY`�aVc�f^�TSaeVZ^R�US�aSUb^c�XZV``5�Z^bW�

XWSYn`�adbUWUdR^�XZSg`�VU�V�TSaaSY�_W^bR�S_�U]^�yVZU]n`�`VTZVbWUc �\]^`^

jebVYU`�Z^bWXWSY`k�`dT{�RW__^Z^YU� `Ve`�SdU�S_� U]^�`VTZ^R�XZSdYR�VYR� U]^c

fZWYX�RW__^Z^YU�_ZdWU` �hSg^i^Z'�Vbb�Z^bWXWSY`�WY�̀ eWU^�S_�Vbb�WU`�RW``^Y`WSY�_^^b

RW`TSa_SZU�W_�U]^�XZSdYR�S_�U]^�yVZU]�`VTZVbWUc�gSdbR�f^�R^`UZSc^R �IY�U]VU

TV`^�WU�W`�V�i^Zc�WaeSZUVYU�eZSfb^a5�W_�U]^�aSR^ZY�aVY{WYR�]V`�VYc�R^i^bSe�

a^YU�U^YR^YTc�U]VU�gWbb�f^�Vfb^�US�XS�US�ZdWY�U]^�XZSdYR�S_�U]^�yVZU]�`VTZV�

bWUc�WY�U]^�_dUdZ^ 

zY�SdZ�SeWYWSY� U]W`� U^YR^YTc� W`� U]^� ZVeWR�`eSYUVY^Sd`�XZSgU]�S_� U]^

aSR^ZY�U^T]YSbSXWTVb�TWiWbW�VUWSY 
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�e^V{WYX�fZW^_bc'�U^T]YSbSXWTVb�TWiWbW�VUWSY�W`�V�*`da�S_�U^T]YSbSXc,'�VT�

TdadbVU^R�X^Y^ZVUWSYn`�̂ oe^ZW^YT^�TSYT^ZYWYX�SZXVYW�VUWSY�VYR�dUWbW�VUWSY�S_

`df`UVYUWVb�^__^TU`�U]VU�VZ^�Y^T^``VZc�WY�^TSYSaWT�bW_^�S_�`STW^Uc 

x`�U]^�`e^TW_WT�TSY_WXdZVUSZ�S_�TS`aS`n�*`da�S_�U^T]YSbSXc,'�VYc�U^T]�

YSbSXWTVb�TWiWbW�VUWSY�W`�̂ oeVY`Wi^�VYR�YSY�bSTVb'�TS`aSeSbWUVY�VYR�WYU^ZTS`�

aWT�fc� WU`�YVUdZ^ �xTTSZRWYXbc'�g^�aVc�`dXX^`U� U]VU�aSR^ZY�`TW^YT^�VYR

U^T]YSbSXWTVb�Z^iSbdUWSY�gWbb�UdZY�WYUS�̀ TW^YT^�VYR�TS`aWT�SY^'�VYR�eZST^``^`

S_�XbSfVbW�VUWSY�gWbb�XZSg�WYUS�eZST^``^`�S_�TS`aW�VUWSY ��S'�U]^�UWa^�RdZWYX

U]^�VeeZSVT]WYX�aWbb^YWda�gWbb�f^�VY�^eST]�S_�fdWbRWYX�S_�V�Y^g�Uce^�S_�VY

*Se^Y�`STW^Uc,�1�V�TS`aWT�SY^ 

hSg^i^Z'�U]^�eZST^``�S_�U^T]YSbSXWTVb�TWiWbW�VUWSY�TSaWYX�WYUS�*Se^Y

TS`aS`,�W`�eZVTUWTVbbc�WaeS``Wfb^�gWU]SdU�UZVY`_SZaVUWSY�VYR�̂ bWaWYVUWSY�0eVZ�

UWVb4�S_�U]^�yVZU]�eZSU^TUWi^�TSi^Z 

\]^�eZST^``�S_�^bWaWYVUWSY�S_� U]^�yVZU]�eZSU^TUWi^�TSi^Z�VYR'�V`�V

Z^`dbU'�U]^�R^XZVRVUWSY�S_�U]^�yVZU]�`VTZVbWUc�XZSdYR�TVY�b^VR�US�`deebVYU�

WYX�S_�RZSSe^R�Z^bWXWSY`�fc�̀ UZSYX'�̂ __^TUWi^'�dYeZ^U^YUWSd`�*ad`]ZSSa`,

S_�rdV`W�`VTZ^R'�YSY�^VZU]�VYR�YSY�]daVY�e`cT]SU^T]YWT` 

\]^�eZ^RSaWYVYT^�S_� U]^`^�dY{YSgY�`VTZ^R�SZXVYW`a`�fc� WU`�SgY

aVYY^Z�gWbb�`Sbi^�Vbb�U]^�Z^bWXWSY�eZSfb^a`�S_�U]^�yVZU] �xYR�YSg'�g]Wb^

XbSfVb�TdbUdZVb�VYR�^TSbSXWTVb�TZW`W`� W`�f^XWYYWYX'�g^�ad`U� Z^VbW�^� U]VU

a^YVT^�S_�U]W`�YSY�]daVY�`SbdUWSY�S_�SdZ�Z^bWXWSY�eZSfb^a`�Se^Y`�Z^Vb

e^Z`e^TUWi^�_SZ�Z^VbW�VUWSY�S_�WYU^Z�Z^bWXWSY`�RWVbSXd^�VYR�aV{^`�WU�YSU�SYbc

eS``Wfb^'�fdU�WYRW`e^Y`Vfb^ 
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Negotiating Rapture:The Power of Art to Art to Transform Lives.
Cover, exhibition catalogue, 1996. Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago.
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Spirit and Place: Art in Australia 1861-1996.
Cover, exhibition catalogue, 1996. Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago.
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The task which was set for my contribution to this conference on Ontol-
ogy of Dialogue as an art historian is to aim at introducing the verbal and
nonverbal horizons of communication. That means to speak about how paint-
ings are said to draw our attention and about the ongoing process of looking
for answers when looking at paintings.

To make everything less abstract, I would like to begin by immediately
showing a painting to you which was hung in the Convent of the Ursulinen in
Salzburg – Glasenbach where I was sent to grammar school by my parents in
the late sixties (picture 3). The painting was executed by one of the most
celebrated Austrian Baroque painters, Paul Troger, in 1739. Its subject which
is transferred by the painter to what the art historian calls iconography is
taken from the source of the Gospel of John in the Bible, as the knowledgable
art historian will find out. But how does s/he find out without looking at a
given title? The very special gesture of the man in the centre of the scene of
action identifies the mayor actor as Jesus Christ. Jesus is evaluating things of
this given world  –  with his open right horizontal hand directing out of the
picture’s space – and comparing them with the holy things in the heavens,  by
pointing upwards with his left hand. He is obviously communicating with some
men sitting next to him around a table. They are very attentive observers.
The art historian will readily remember another Baroque painter, when seeing
this iconography, who’s paintings became famous because of the painter’s
skills to manage the dramatic register of chiaroscuro perfectly: Michelangelo
da Caravaggio. We owe him two very expressive paintings called the “Sup-
per at Emmaus”, representing the moment when “... their eyes were opened
, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight” (Gospel of Luke
24:30-31) (The paintings are at the1) National Gallery, London, 1601/1602,
and at the 2) Brera, Milano, 1606). Great attention is paid to the psychological
aspects. A darker shadow absorbs the background, defining the constituing
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elements of the scene in a
more summary fashion,
comparable to our compo-
sition of Paul Troger. In
Caravaggio’s paintings as
well as in Troger’s exam-
ple we discover the same
effect of immediacy, in-
volving the beholder direct-
ly through the closeness of
the figures to the picture
plane and through the use
of a number of perspectiv-
al devices. We recognize
already a certain artistic
tradition of picture compo-
sition, a specific rhetoric,
gestures pointing to certain
events.

Our symmetrically
composed painting by Paul
Troger shows Jesus and –
among others – one old
man, who is made to stand
out by the light reflecting
from Jesus and thus char-
acterizing the man’s phys-
iognomy although avert
from the beholder. It is a
different story than thatone

which drew our attention to Caravaggio: we see Nicodemus the Pharisee,
who had come to visit Jesus at night, protected by the coat of darkness,
identified by his hood and by his right hand leafing through the book of the
Bible in the foreground as for the purpose to find the argument. We find the
story in John, chapter 3:1-21. Nicodemus was a leading person of the Jewish
society of these days, a member of the Sanhedrin. He was impressed by the
signs that Jesus had been performing at the passover of the year 30 and he

1. The Mairhauser Epitaph, Meeting of Christ
and Nicodemus, Saxony 1593, Cambridge,

Busch-Reisinger Museum.
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recognized him as a teacher sent from God. Troger had obviously known of
the Caravaggesque tradition of how setting the dramatic climax of a situation
influences attention and cognition. A mayor part of the art historian’s task is
to recognize the schema and to find the line of the tradition of an artistic
effect or skill.

With the term “tradition” we have already named the condition under
which recognition of a specific style or period on one hand and semiotic study
on the other hand is possible. The cultural context is conditioning the meaning
in the visual arts. The indexical can also include documents relating specifi-
cally to the painting, as it is the case with our painting.

The story of Nicodemus is taken as a parable of dialogue. And hence,
looking at our painting, we have to consider, that we could become abbreviators
when maintaining that painting is communication! Insofar as painting involves
the painter as an agent working with materials of complex composition, the
specific meanings and intentions on which communication depends are deflect-
ed, turned into something other. And that something other – the actual residue
of pigment - is indeterminate in meaning.1 It has “meaning” insofar as we open
our eyes to it and allow them to wander and gaze in fascination and to associat-
ing the seen to contents known by our culture. But that “meaning” is not an idea
(Platonic term) or an emotion, not a specific, unequivocal message. A product,
not a process of forms and tones lies on the wall. They – forms, colours and
lines – stay static as long as they are independent from the beholder’s imagina-
tion. The ambiguity of the painting as two-dimensional patterns and multi-di-
mensional representation stays the problem of art and illusion.2. And yet this
record of creativity on the canvas retains a power to affect if we open our
attention to its striving gestures. And occasionally or more often and often it has
to be acknowledged that something is delivered that commands more: the swipes
of colour and the glooming lights seem to promise meaning. “For viewer, as for
painter, communication functions as a hope”.3

Merlau-Ponty tried to think the quite modern view that the beholder is
not establishing himself before a static reality but that he is acting in the
reality, that his eyes are pacing the rooms of reality and by that constituing
space. Seeing loses its fixateness of construction and technical abstractness
and regains its unique quality of process, a relationship to the body whose
eyes are seeing. The matrix of painting has not attained its final order, it
contains scope for interpretation, places of ambiguity on which the wealth of
experience and interpretation is based.4
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The theme of Nicodemus visiting Jesus as motif of visual representation
dates to early Christian art and Byzantine manuscript illumination. But it was
not popular in Western art until the innovative period when Lutheran icono-
graphic themes developed in the sixteenth century. Often they were to be
found on works of art that were provincial in nature.
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The presence of the dove in the middle hovering above the two con-
versation partners may imply that water combined with the Holy Spirit is the
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2. Mathaeus Merian, Meeting of  Christ and Nicodemus,
Bible of 1625, Harvard College Library,

Department of Graphic Arts.

only means of
salvation, this
was at least the
answer Jesus
gave to Nicode-
mus, that unless
a man is born
again of water
and the Holy
Spirit, he cannot
enter the Kin-
gdom of God.”8

The carving
shows the Luth-
eran opposition
to the Anabap-
tist belief in adult
baptism. Unlike
the Lutherans the

Anabaptists insisted that on-ly through understanding and not through faith
could baptism lead to salvation.9  The art historian always has to consider the
actual historical timebound context to being able to reconstruct an under-
standing of the intentions of a certain re-presentation. More often than prov-
en by documentary evidence the results must stay “ a representation of think-
ing about having seen the picture. To put in another way, we address a rela-
tionship between picture and concepts.”10

We want to look at another representation of the event, it appears among
the Bible illustrations by Mathaeus Merian, first published in Strasbourg in
1625 (picture 2). The Nicodemus is so close to that on the Epitaph that there
may be a common prototype for both figures.

Only an excellent knowledge of the contextual facts in the written source
which we may discover as the evidence for an interpretation may give more
fully understanding. In the context of the Gospel John chapter 3, going on
reading the text until the passage after the meeting between Jesus and Nico-
demus we discover the arosing and ongoing dispute on the part of the disci-
ples of John the Baptist with a Jew concerning purification (John 3:25). They
could not understand that there was another “man”, to whom John the Bap-
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tist has been born witness, who was baptizing as well and “all are going to
him” (John 3:26). In response to them John the Baptist was clearing the new
situation by saying: “That one must go on increasing, but I must go on de-
creasing” (John 3:30). The parable is getting our imagination going and sud-
denly we give meaning to another visual discovery: exactly in the middle,
above the burning candle on the table between the two figures there we see
the moon in the window. A very strange representation of the moon it is –
obviously not done by accident! It is increasing on the left part where Jesus is
sitting and decreasing on the right part which is the place of the Pharisee Nico-
demus: both figures are representees of the New versus the Old Covenant.

���

At this stage we are longing to introducing our reflections about identity.
“Communication - for the viewer as for the painter, functions as a hope”. At
this stage the mere representation of a biblical story is widened by the specula-
tions of the viewer who is entering the interpretation’s portals by those tantaliz-
ing indeterminate markings called ‘paintings’. They are objects specifically made
for viewing, offering the complex but largely wordless pleasures of looking, but
at the same time promise ‘meaning’, though meaning no one thing.11

They are historical objects and we,  art historians, who are committed to
historical objects, we are writing about the past linging to the hope that histor-
ical meaning can be discovered, even when we acknowledge the absolute
futility of finding out where. Written histories are always narratives of desire,
“full of all kinds of needs that exceed the professional mandate to find out
what happened when.”12

We look at another painting of Christ and Nicodemus, by Fritz von Uhde,
a German genre painter of the late nineteenth century in Berlin (picture 4).
He too took up the theme of the meeting of Jesus and the Pharisee. The art
historian again would like to trace the history of iconography and would like to
speculating about the changes in representation, for he knows that there was
a certain frame of pictorial arrangment in the XVI century (compare for
example a drawing attributed to Cornelis Massys in the Amsterdam Print
Room of the Rijksmuseum, Inv.No. 1908.12)13  until the followers of Honthorst
in  the XVII century Holland.14

But we are allowing some speculations now about the wider meaning
produced by the contemporary beholder of a work of art. Why Nicodemus
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3. Paul Troger, Christ and Nicodemus the Pharisee,
oil on canvas, 1739, Convent of the Ursulinen,

Salzburg – Glasenbach.

the Pharisee
had come to ask
Jesus? Why
was he longing
for “intercultur-
al communica-
tion”? He was
aware of the
serious circum-
stances for
such a meeting,
and because
Jesus his disci-
ples had already
drawn the peo-
ple’s attention
because of their
unconventional
antipatr iot ic ,

antinationalistic activities – as Jewish people considered them. The disciples
had been talking about a new kingdom , a “Kingdom of God”. It was there-
fore a great risk for Nicodemus to be seen with Jesus.

But Nicodemus was longing for somthing and this spiritual need made
him brave. And Jesus gave him a proper advice for an education which could
lead to personal “identity”: “...YOU people must be born again. The wind
blows where it wants to, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know
where it comes from and where it is going. So is everything that has been
born from the Spirit” (John 3:8). What this re-birth would mean we could
read further in the Gospel of John (3:9-21).

All these informations are to be got by a close reading of the biblical text.
The knowledge of the written sources of our culture is the heritage of any
educated member of our society, at least of a scholar and it will help him to
identify meaning when seeing representations. However he has to consider,
that his collegue from China may have another interpretation when looking at
the Uhde-painting than his Christian collegue has. Uhde represents a very
profane scholar of the nineteenth century, standing for the figure of Nicode-
mus, who is listening with great attention to the words the Lord is obviously
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      4. Fritz von Uhde,  Christ  and  Nicodemus, Saxony 1896, painting, Berlin.

speaking to him. Leaning his chin on his right hand, the arm on the window-
sill, he looks up to Jesus, who had opened the left wing of the window and
points now to the milky way sparkling on the night firmament. He seems to
evoke Immanuel Kant’s words in the mind of his listener – “I know the firma-
ment above me and I perceive and acknowledge the law in myself”. My
Chinese colleague would rather think of the Tao than of a philosophy of the
Enlightenment. He might be reminded to the Way as well, as I got as a com-
ment on occasion of the discussion after my paper in St. Petersburg:

2��<����������<��� ���=�� ���� !���������<���

������������������� ���=�� ���� !��������� ����.

���� ������ ���������� ��� ���� ������������ �������

���� ���� �������� ��� ������� ��� ���� ���/��� ���� ������

��� !��������� ��������� ���� ������������

���� ��� !��������� ������ ���� ���� �!!��������
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What can we learn out of this? “If meaning is the ultimate loss, then new
meanings must be made.”16 Writing about the past, holding onto it through
tantalizing works of art, can of course, take the route of historiographic re-
construction, an essentially melancholic enterprise in which the past is not “let
go”, for it is simultaneously possessed as a mirror for “identification” with
one’s own culture. But our identity is not based on cultural standards or clas-
sifications, collections of alienated object made systems of facts and data,
entities such as nationality, denomination (religion) – compare the conversa-
tion between Christ and Nicodemus – gender or ethnical clichées.

You can be identical only with yourself. The act of looking at paintings
can become an act of historiographic “reparation” for the mourning soul.  An
example is set by the esteemed Chair of Art History in the Vienna of the Fin
de Siècle, Franz Wickhoff, on occasion of an event of great  consequence.
He who was a scholar in the field of antiquity, defended the contemporary
“new” style of Gustav Klimt’s paintings, commissioned for the Great Hall of
the University . He found strong words when the public furor and the sophis-
ticated critique of the professors arose. He became the founder of a scientif-
ic tradition which is now known as the Vienna School of Art History. “The
historical lost actively, contiuously refound inside a commitment to the
present”17 may be the reward or the gate to new insights. Or with the words
by Herbert Marcuse: “Alle Verdinglichung ist ein Vergessen. Die Kunst kämpft
gegen die Verdinglichung, indem sie die versteinerten Menschen und Dinge
zum Sprechen bringt – zum Singen, vielleicht auch zum Tanzen...”.18
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cSThXWlY[�q[�XeVxlY[qU�TqWRlTqWVCqU�YSySW[�qYl�qW�q�hYlTVXT�qTSeZ

oSYZSW�qUU�WRl�qYVWRTlWVC�Ul[[Se[�RV[WSYVqe[�So�qYW%�ae�qYW�lzXCqWVSe�WRls�qYl

X[lz�q[�XeV{Xl�zqWqyq[l[�qez�CqYYVlY[�So�xV[XqU�VeoSYTqWVSe%�kW�WRl�[qTl�WVTl

oSY�TlzVq�qYWV[W[�q�CSThXWlY��ZVxle�VW[�lxlY�VThYSxVeZ�[SoW|qYl��V[�q�WSSU�qez

q�TlzVXT�hqYWVCVhqWVeZ�Ve�q�[lqYCR�oSY�q�el|�qYWV[WVC�UqeZXqZl�|RVCR�|SXUz

YloUlCW�WRl�CXYYleW�TSzlU�So�WRl�}eVxlY[l%

nRqW�zSl[�q�CSThXWlY�Tlqe�oSY�qe�qYW�RV[WSYVqej�a[�VW�q�WSSU�qUUS|VeZ�qe

qCCl[[� WS� XeUVTVWlz� zqWqyq[l[� SY� q�Tlqe[� So� leqyUVeZ� X[� WS� qhhUs� q� el|

TlWRSz�So�Yl[lqYCRj�kYW|SYr�Yl[WSYqWVSe��XezlY|leW�q�CSThXWlY�YlxSUXWVSe

q�ol|�zlCqzl[�qZS%�LSTl�Cq[XqU!�qYW�RV[WSYVCqU�VexleWVSe[�Tqzl�WRle�|VWR

WRl�fRSWS[RSh�hYSZYqT�Cqe�yl�lq[VUs�yYSXZRW�WS�TVez%�dRl�ZVxle�hYl[leWqWVSe

V[�q�[WSYs�So�q�Rqhhs�SCCq[VSe�|RVCR�Zqxl�yVYWR�WS�q�RshSWRl[V[�qySXW�qYCRl�

WshqU�qYW�oSYT[�q[�CS�SYzVeqWlUs�WYqe[oSYTqWlzbWVxl�Sy~lCW[%�LXCR�hYqCWVCl�So

CS�ShlYqWVSe�ylW|lle�RV[WSYVqe[�So�qYW�qez�CSThXWlY[�DhYSZYqTTlY[E�Cqe�yl

xlYs�hYSzXCWVxl�qez��|Rle�VW�ylCSTl[�[s[WlTqWVC��Cqe�oSYT�WRl�yq[V[�So�VeeS�

xqWVxl�WlCReSUSZs%

dRl�[lYVl[�So�WRl�VTqZl[�hYl[leWlz�zlTSe[WYqWl[�CSe[lCXWVxl�WYqe[oSY�

TqWVSe[�So�qYW�|SYr[%�dRl�CSZeVWVxl�VeWlYhYlWqWVSe�Ulqz[�WS�qe�VThSYWqeW�Zle�

lYqUVgqWVSe[�qez�CSeCUX[VSe[%�dRl[l�hVCWXYl[�lUXCVzqWl�q�eXTylY�So�{Xl[WVSe[
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qySXW�WRl�[WYXCWXYl�qez�[lTqeWVC[�So�[STl�gSel[�So�q�hVCWSYVqU�oVlUz%��lZXUqY�

VWVl[�So�q�CSe[lCXWVxlb{XleW�WYqe[oSYTqWVSe�So�qe�VTqZl�Ve�tl[CqYWl[��[s[WlT

VeWS�WRl�hSUqY�CS�SYzVeqWl[�qez�xVCl�xlY[q�Shle�q�el|�qhhYSqCR�WS�WRl�VeWlY�

hYlWqWVSe�So�q�YlCWqeZXUqY�oSYTqW��VexV[VyUl�lelYZlWVC�UVel[�qez�TqeVol[WqWVSe

So�oSYCl[��WRl�oSYTqWVxl�oXeCWVSe�qez�[VZeVoVCqeCl�So�L�CXYxl[�Ve�CSThS[VWVSe�

WRl�loolCW�So�WRl�[S�CqUUlz�yqUUq[W�qeZUl[��lWC%

dRl�[CRlTl�|q[�TSzlUUlz�|RVUl�[WXzsVeZ��X[[Vqe�TlzVqlxqU�VCSe[�l%Z%

TXUWV�oVZXYlz� CSThS[VWVSe[� So�GHA
IACJAK?
 ?L
 ?HA
MANN,
 GHA
GBOKCPQFEBO9

?QLK,
GHA
RACEBBAJ?QLK�� lWC%�dRlVY�TlWqTSYhRS[l[� CSeoVYT� WRl�RshSWRl[V[

qySXW�VCSe�CSThS[VWVSe�ylVeZ�SYZqeV[lz�qCCSYzVeZ�WS�WRl�hSUqY�CS�SYzVeqWl

[s[WlT%�me�WRl�[hqCl�qez�hlY[hlCWVxl�Ve�VCSe[�[ll�m%�nXUoo��m%�tlTX[��f%

�USYle[rV��p%�dYXylWgrSV��u%�uqWX[RVe��̀ %�LWlYUVZSx��p%�fqeSx[rV���%��lZVe���%

}[hle[rV���%�}[hle[rV���%��qX[RleyqCR�� � qez� SWRlY[%�mel� So� WRl� CSe[l�

{XleCl[�So�WRV[�oqCW�So�TXWXqU�WYqe[oSYTqWVSe�V[�WRl�lxVzleW�VzleWVWs�So�q�Tl�

zVqlxqU�cRYV[WVqe�CRXYCR�Dq�TSzlU�So�rS[TS[�b�XeVxlY[XT�Ve�WRl�YlCWqeZXUqY�

RXTqe��lqYWRUs�CS�SYzVeqWl[E�qez�qe�VCSe�DTs[WlYVSX[�qhhlqYqeCl�So�WRl�Ve�

xV[VyUl�|SYUz�|VWR��Sz�q[�cYlqWSY�Ve�WRl�CleWYl�So�WRV[�|SYUzE��q�CSeelCWVSe

ylW|lle�WRl�[sTySUVCqU�oSYT[�So�q�CYS[[�qez�qe�lZZ%
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In Indian traditions, the maternal presence is seen in its overwhelming
abundance in color, tone expressivity, and through images. The question is, is
this presence still there, or was it suppressed by repositioning it in emaciated,
weakened, and inferior forms? Is there a move from the maternal force,
power, the originator, the adya shakti, the primal feminine energy, the matram,
measure, the matrika, mother, to a construction of paradigms created by a
male dominated, patriarchal caste? The latter, in India, is the elite brahman
and kshatriya caste that reflects colonial ethos and the dominant nationalist
discourse. This paper proposes to trace the suppression exercised by the
politics of a patriarchal ideology, domination, and colonization of the maternal
power, specifically by the subduing of the power of cosmic Kali:

nRle�[STlWRVeZ�V[�VZeSYlz�VW�|VUU�ZYqzXqUUs�US[l�qes�xVWqUVWs�VW�SeCl�Rqz��qW

oVY[W�ylCSTVeZ�VexV[VyUl�qez�WRle�oVeqUUs�US[W%�ao�TlTSYs�V[�eSW�hq[[lz�Ve�[STl

CSRlYleW�|qs��WRle�WRqW�|RVCR�V[�eSW�YlTlTylYlz�eS�USeZlY�l�V[W[��qez�VW�Cqe�WRle

yl�[qVz�WRqW�VW�elxlY�l�V[Wlz%
�

This seems to be the fate of the maternal force, the adya shakti, the
feminine energy. I call this movement the “hermeneutics of suppression.”
Here a text, in my case, the “maternal images and discourses,” is being
“reinterpreted” and repositioned to yield a reading that does not allow it its
own voice. The winners’ interpret the voices of the defeated. This maternal
force, adya shakti, feminine energy, Kali manifested herself for the
annihilation of demonic male power in order to restore peace and equilibrium.
For a long time brutal asuras demonic forces had been dominating and
oppressing the world. Even the divine forces were helpless and in desperation
sent forth their energies as streams of fire. From these energies emerged the
great Maha Kali, Durga, Maha Shakti. This force and energy has been dubbed
as horrific or terrible in the masculine-biased commentaries, without
understanding the episode’s inner cosmic meaning. It was suppressed as
horrific and terrible as it challenged the masculine power, energies and the
phallocentric logic.
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Let me start this paper with an excerpt from a workshop which was
conducted very recently by Giti Thadani, in Godhra district, Gujarat. She was
working on concretizing the Shaktic iconographies and found a site which
was called the Shaiv site, a temple with an image which was said to represent
the image of Shiva:2

This image was covered by cloth. As she uncovered the image, to her amazement
she found an independent form of the goddess Parvati holding a Ganesh in one
hand and a lingam phallus in the other. Everyone was astonished to find the gender
of the deity and by the fact that she was holding a lingam. Locally it is considered
taboo for women to touch the stone lingam. Today however a temple has been built
over the site and the gender identity again imposed is masculine. This deliberate
masculization of feminine iconography is a common practice in various sites. Another
site, the Lingaraj temple, reveals an image of the breasts of a goddess being severed
(fig. 1), then polished over with orange to give birth to a new male divinity. At Tara
Tarini, the temple of  the twin goddesses who are shown in an embrace, and also
considered to be lesbian iconography, has been replaced by a heterosexual image.
Many sites like these in Gujarat, the Jain temples at Palitana, Junagadh and Mount
Abu, to name a few, were earlier goddess sites, probably Shakti temples, have been
taken over in a way that the central space was appropriated to celebrate a male
divinity. This was particularly easy to accomplish, since the central space in the
goddess sites do not have a central deity. The central space is left open as an
expression of the adya shakti, the primal energy.3

The male divinity could rise in this space and give a reading of the
primacy of genderized masculinity. Only in Khajuraho is this space still left
free and open to the sky. Similar reinterpretive shifts occur in Indology. Thus,
the word Dyava is translated as masculine, sky father, but actually, it had a
verbal reference which was feminine. This was one of the ways of destroying
the gynefocal traditions. Still another way consisted of appropriating the maternal
power by a dominating  patriarchal position as consortship.

The most blatant reinterpretation  is present in the example of Kali image
(fig. 2), shown standing on the male corpse of Shiva. The modern rural
reinterpretation is that Kali has her tongue out in shame since she does not
realize that she is standing on her husband. But in the ancient goddess texts,
Kali is never married. It is only in the domesticated form that she is consorted.4

The corpse, sava, is of Shiva, on which she is standing or dancing, and
represents non-manifestation. The latter is the immanence of Shakti in Shiva,
such that the two in one are the eternal and the inseparable, unity in duality.
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 Figure 1

Figure 3

    Figure 2
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Figure 4 Figure 5

    Figure 6
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    Figure 13
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This suggests that the maternal Shakti is the pervasive cosmic force and not
a limited and genderized image.

>!"$�!?"&@�2&�/!'&@

I would like to go back to the Shaktic texts and the various interpretations
of Shakti to show how she was articulated as a Saguna Brahman form, an
image of matriarchal, maternal power, force, originator, adya shakti, the primal
energy, cosmic energy and world mother. Cosmic energy, in its dynamics, is
symbolized in the form of Shakti, the world mother. She is power and energy,
by which the creation, preservation and destruction of the universe is portrayed.
In this sense, she is an all encompassing form (fig. 3). She is the supreme
energy of the universe, the miraculous amalgamation of all powers of Brahma,
Vishnu and Shiva, creation, preservation and destruction. She is Tripura
Sundari, the perennial primal mother integrating all the forces. This means
that she is omnipresent omnipotence. Any efforts to abolish her will require
the employment of her energies. What is important to note is that the male
figures, such as Shiva, Brahma, etc., are not the sources of creation and
energy, but minor expressions of the cosmic and all pervasive power as Shakti.

One major way that Maya Shakti is expressed is through the imagery of
Kali. The great figure of Kali, at times dressed in space and adorned by a
necklace of skulls, is the indifferent and yet, all powerful, ruling force that allows
the human to read the portents of favorable times and of inevitable destruction.
This forms one of the main focal themes of Indian Hindu civilization. The figure
of Kali has been depicted in various forms: in her terrible presence she was a
reminder to the human of his/her temporal cosmic position, of the powers that
have created and will destroy the human. In line with Shakti, she is conceived
as the Mother-goddess, as the personification of the primordial energy and the
source of all divine, as well as cosmic, unfolding. She is identified as the Supreme
Being and the mistress of all the forces and potentialities of nature. Being shown
in many forms, as Uma or Parvati, as Kamakshi or Rajarajeshwari, she is the
great mother. She is Shakti, both pleasure and wisdom, light and darkness,
night and twilight, and she is also death.

In one hand she holds a noose, signifying worldly attachments from which
we should free ourselves. The hook, in her other hand, is indicative of her
prodding us on to the appropriate path. The sugarcane plant she carries is a
symbol of the sweetness of the mind. The arrows she holds in one hand are
our five sense perceptions, which we have to conquer. In the form of Durga
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she rides a tiger, the ego and arrogance that man has to subdue. With weapons
in her hand she fights the eight evils (hate, greed, passion, vanity, contempt of
others, envy, jealousy) and the illusions with which man binds himself. In her
angry form, she is known as Kali, the personification of Time. In this terrifying
form she destroys Mahishasura, the demon buffalo, who is the symbol of
ignorance, man’s greatest enemy. Her arms and weapons are constantly flaying
and fighting evil forms. The skulls she wears are a reminder that man is
mortal, temporal. Her dark form is symbolic of the future which is beyond our
knowledge, and as Kali, she signifies that Time, Kala is immutable and all-
powerful in the universe. Kali is one of agni’s seven tongues or flames, the
Shakti of Shiva who symbolizes the power of time, kala in which all forms
come into manifestation and into which they also disintegrate, including all the
magnificent “pure” male divinities. She is described as a hideous naked woman
who devours all evil beings. She is sometimes portrayed with four arms,
signifying the four directions of space, identified with the complete cycle of
time. The weapons point to her destructive powers, and her nakedness
denotes stripping off of all the veils of existence, the Maya, illusion. Her
color is black, the color in which all distinctions are finally dissolved in the
universal darkness of eternal night, in the midst of which she stands upon
non-existence, that is non-manifestation, the dormant but potentially dynamic
state that precedes manifestation.

Kali is shown as the goddess destroying Mahishasura (fig. 4), the demon,
as the symbol of ignorance. She combines all the forces and is equipped with all
the weapons to destroy the asura, the demon.  She is portrayed here as plunging
a dagger into the belly of Mahishasura, who is emerging from a decapitated
buffalo, mahisha. Toward the end of the battle, the asura deliberately disguised
himself as a buffalo in order to mislead the goddess, yet she sees through his
trick. She holds the asura, the buffalo, in place with her left leg, and with her
left hand she drags the Mahishasura out. In this image one can see the power,
phenomena of Maya. The buffalo-demon, employing his Maya power, projects
his vital energy into new forms to mislead the goddess. His aggressiveness, his
ambition, his will to victory, relinquish shape after shape in order to survive. But
the goddess sees through his Maya and unveils the power of his Maya.

The goddess as Mahabhairavi (fig. 5) is depicted with ten arms and
four heads, and is seated on a male with four arms, who sits on a lotus with
his legs crossed at the ankles. The goddesses’ heads and his head are adorned
with a tiara of skulls. His face is turned toward the goddess and his forehead
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bears the third eye. Two of his hands form the anjali mudra  and the other two
support the goddess. One of her four faces is awesome and the others are
benign and attractive. She is signified with her attributes, the sword, battle ax,
a skull cup held below her breasts, and a manuscript. The goddess here
represents one of the eight forms of Mahabhairavi, who are manifestations of
Durga, and consorts of the corresponding eight Bhairavas, the angry aspects
of Shiva. What is significant here, is that one of the Bhairavas acts as a
mount for the goddess, clearly indicating her superiority.

The seven mother goddesses Matrika are represented (fig. 6) with
Virabhadra, a manifestation of Shiva and Ganesha. Shiva plays the Vina and
leads the group, followed by Brahmani, Maheswari, Kaumari, Vaishnavi, Varahi,
Indrani, Chamunda and Ganesha. The six mothers signify the energy inherent
in the God of the same name. They were created by Durga during her struggle
with Mahishasura, the demon. All the mothers represent an energy force of
Kali. Even Chamunda, who is shown as emaciated, is a separate entity, but
also a force emerging from Kali. All the figures are dancing; in fact, in classical
Indian dance this is a prominent theme  portraying the Shakti Chakra where
all the forces, the five activities, are gathered and narrated: the Creation,
Protection, Purification, Sustenance, and Dissolution, are seen through pure
and expressional dance. Yet all are interpreting mythologically the cosmic
dance. Even the maternal aspect of the goddess is depicted in this panel,
where Indrani, the maternal figure, carries an infant.

Kali as Chamunda (fig. 7) is one of the emanations of the goddess
Durga or Mahishasura. This form of Kali is the terrifying, terrible form,
created as an emaciated goddess who destroyed the asuras Chanda and
Munda. Thus, the name Chamunda is given to this form of Kali. She is
depicted with a grinning awesome face; she is emaciated and sits in a
lalitasana, on a man with long hair. She is four armed and wears a garland of
severed heads. Arms, snakes, and skull emphasize her macabre character. In
her hand she holds a severed head, a dagger and a skull cup from which she
drinks  the blood of her victims, so that they do not emerge in another mayaic
form. Her left hand is raised to her gaping mouth, while her little finger is
touching one of her fangs. She has a trident and a staff bearing a grinning
skull. The representation of Kali as the maternal figure (fig. 8) in the form of
Indrani, and also as Yashoda, the foster mother of Krishna, shows the infant
playing with one of his mother’s nipples and sucking the other. The mother is
shown robust, over abundant and exuberant. Kali is signified in a form of
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Karaikkalammaiyar (fig. 9), a Saiva saint. She was known for performing
severe austerities and hence she is portrayed with an emaciated body. Her
body is extremely attenuated with a humped back and clearly visible ribs. The
concavity of her stomach is further emphasized by the pointed conical breasts
that protrude from her body like spears. Her head is tonsured, and except for
a few strands at the back and her smiling face, vividly expresses serenity.
Karaikkalammaiyar was elevated to the position of saintly power as an
aspect of Shakti or Kali. This brief depiction shows that the maternal Kali
pervades and empowers most diverse forms, inclusive of male asceticism.

 The Vedic pantheon also mentions the divine force of the maternal, Aditi,
regarded by the Vedic seers as the great womb into which the entire universe
has entered. The Rig Veda names her as the progenetrix of cosmic creation.5

She holds Agni, divine image of fire and creator, in her womb like a mother.
Aditi is the yoni of the universe, the mother womb. All the images of the
Vedic pantheon owe their birth to her. Aditi as a close nexus to light, is the
shinning and luminous Devi. She is also designated as the law upholder and
the guardian of Rta, the cosmic order.6 She is benevolent, gentle, protects the
humankind, fulfills desires, nourishes, and is the never exhausted life sustenance.
The Vedic Aditi is the female generative force, the mother, maternal force,
just as the Maha Shakti, from the Shaktic texts.

In her Supreme form, Shakti is identified as the Mahadevi or Maha-
maya, the great divine supreme cosmic power. She is the power that creates
and destroys, the womb from which all things proceed and to which all return.
She is the great divine image changing yet changeless in the varied
manifestations. She is the very source of life, the very soil, all creating and all
consuming, always everywhere, compelled to manifest and expand itself in
manifold aspects of life. For the Trika School of Kashmir, the feminine creative
principle is Vimarsa shakti, the world from her womb.7 According to Lakshmi
Tantra, she is the life principle, spanda, vibration.8 Shakti is spontaneous
vibration, the fullness of her blissful state, and the outbursting of her joy
compelling her towards self unfolding. When Shakti expands or opens herself,
unmishati, the universe comes into being and when she gathers or closes
herself up, nimishati, the universe disappears as a manifestation, an endless
phenomenon of her total self opening and closing, bringing into existence
countless universes.9 According to Devibhagavata, at the time of final
dissolution I am neither male nor female nor neuter, ‘She’ is formless, no
attributes in her ultimate aspect of Reality.
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To return to the domesticated Kali version, its modern and patriarchal
reinterpretation, this Kali lithograph (fig. 10) portrays a conventional
iconography, yet it carried a hidden political message in its color symbolism
of the black goddess dominating her husband. As already mentioned, one
interpretation states that she was ashamed of standing on her husband and
so her tongue is out; another interpretation is, of course, that the blacks, the
Indians, are stamping out the white Brit. This interpretation was given during
the nationalistic movement that already included colonial conceptions of
genderized domination. Thus, despite these Shaktic texts and the
interpretation of the presence of the maternal force in visual art in the Kali
examples I have mentioned, the maternal is displaced and covered over by
an overpowering patriarchal imagery. In all of those suppressive
reinterpretations, there is a technique of masculinization and consortship
through which a central phallic signifier is created.

Tradition, far from being an organic continuum, has been deliberately
selected, invented, and constructed, through the present power shift toward
the colonization of the maternal in the image of Kali. It is of note that in the
past, in the Shaktik text, Devi, Kali as the maternal, has neither gender.
She is self sufficient nature, tat-svabhava even while she has donned the
guise of a woman. But equally, she has purusha svabhava, that is, the
inherent nature of Purusha, man + nature, the cosmic union, the cosmic
Shakti, the cosmic principle of man + nature Purusha + Prakruti, spirit +
matter. Therefore Shakti is an inherent form of the Brahman itself, endowed
with maya in the form of a woman who has the double nature. According
to the texts, the Puranas, Devi, on the highest level, encompasses and
transcends the distinctions of gender. Moreover, she is created by the tejas,
splendor of all the Shaktis; she is beautiful and terrible, she is neither human
nor demonic, she is an omnipresent tejas.

This ideological construct surely took on a major shift in reinterpretation
with the entrance of colonialism. The latter is a passage from earlier prevedic
and later Shaktic temple traditions, to the modern period marked by external
invasions and colonialisms, first with the advent of Islam and subsequently by
the English.10 These conquests force the shifts from the gynefocal cosmological
traditions toward a homogenous melting pot of patriarchy. The maternal forms
and figures were pushed into the background and their visage became
transformed in meaning. The forms shift from the mythical-cosmic presence
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to becoming images of material, spatial bodies, genderized, and subjected to
the desire for the domination by patriarchy. Where once the dynamism and
the drives were, to a great extent, impersonal, now they tend to become
personal. The colonial period and the advent of the nationalist discourse, and
neocolonialism, seem to me to have solidified the patriarchal domination of
power. The emotional reading of art shifted the gaze away from cosmic
passions and their serene appreciation, to suit the power of the patriarchy.
The colonial period indeed brought in the question of morals, moralizing, gender,
and genderising issues into art. They colonized us and our art and how we
perceive art today. They have inbred us to subjectify, genderise, personalize
art, and limit us to things, objects, sex, and biology. But with this, the maternal
force is gone and is replaced by the female gender, femininity as subordinate
to the male and an overpowering patriarchy. This is also attended by the
closure of art images and interpretations to the world. In the contemporary
period, artists have tried to move back to the cosmic lila play. Nevertheless,
even this trend has changed or, should I say, became colored and embedded
with the prudish colonial impact, such that now we read contemporary art
through the brahmanic-British imperial attitude.

Kanahai Kunniraman’s sculpture, the Yakshi (fig. 11), signifies the mother,
fertility goddess, who from her nature brings forth its fruits. Yakshi, who is
the force of creation, source of energy, the Shakti, the earth goddess, Prithvi,
is now completely demeaned and vehemently criticized; there were even
protests against it’s being publicly displayed. The intriguing question is: what
happened to the symbolic signification of the maternal origin? What happened
to the worship of the Yoni kundas, yoni represented as the female genitalia
and the kunda meaning of the universe, and of hills with rounded peaks and
springs named as stana kundas, stana meaning breast, wells.11 Why now,
instead of a maternal force, is this figure genderized, this form  regarded as a
female exposing herself? This sculpture was also questioned as to whose
desire it addressed? The feminist groups thought it to be immoral, while another
sculpture, the Matsyakanya (fig. 12), was also interpreted to be a languorous
female nude, scandalous and desirable to the patriarchy, and was objectionable
to the feminist organizations. From these examples one can see that both
were constructed on the genderised lines, and indeed were judged as  such.

The maternal force, the adya shakti, primal energy, was replaced by the
so-called objectivist reading of history of an omnipotent patriarchy. The
heteropatriarchal order, or the ideological construction of overpowering
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patriarchy, was not even questioned. It became the universalized truth. Even
discourses postulating clear rules on how stories ought to be written and
interpreted, as well as the selectivity of myths, the mode of narration and
fixing of word meanings, allowed the heteropatriarchal ideology to be elaborated
through various textual and mythical traditions.12 The 19th century nationalist
and colonialist discourses both provide, “for a construction of Hindu identity
on the basis of a glorious Aryan heritage, which privileged the Vedic,
brahamanic and kshatriya traditions, where women were made into true
Hindu women, who was either a wife or a mother, faithful to her men and
nation, and the masculine identity of the Hindu man was the superior heroic
warrior, true manhood, virya.”13 Shaktic traditions were ignored, even if
they were practiced, and when women were allowed to move out of their
domesticity, they still remained under the male tutelage.14

The Hindu woman was the epitome of Hindu spirituality, in contrast to
western spiritualism; in the words of Vivekananda “... a well educated girl in
shameless freedom ... has arousing desires ... and the scene changes and
there appears in place stern presence Sita, Savitri ...” 15

The West is constructed through images of the educated, shameless
girl, prey to arousing desires and is juxtaposed to the image of the spiritual East
through the vanquishing of desire. Both poles are constructed on the woman’s
body and her desires. Freedom, education, giving in to desires become conflated
with western materialism whereas self sacrifice and chastity become associated
with eastern spirituality. Within this discourse the superiority of the eastern morality
is demonstrated by the responsibility of the Indian woman as the eternal sacrificer,
the victim who willingly chooses to sacrifice herself.16

Nationalism was never ungendered, so also today India is not ungendered.
“the boundaries of a nation are drawn on the bodies of women,” just as for
Gandhi motherhood was the ultimate form of womanhood.17  For Viveknanda,
“chaste motherhood represented the secret of the race... In India the mother
was center of the family, she the mother of the  universe, is the representative
of God, ... Our god is personal and absolute ... the absolute is the male and the
personal the female...” 18

Thus, one sees the changes occurring from maternal force to motherhood,
woman as the chaste mother . . . that is how it is even today in contemporary
India. The male is the overpowering patriarchal heterosexual power, the vital,
and the woman is the sexual innocent. The male is the phallus incarnate with
distinct elements of the flasher who needs constant reassurance by the woman



�6�M[RZ[\[^G_`>
]a
>^@@R[>>_]\
,,,

of his power, intactness, a woman who melts into submission and longing.
Sitas’s legend – Sita the heroine of the epic Ramayana, is being interpreted
keeping in mind the Hindu imagery of manliness – is often emphasized as the
promotion of an ideal of womanhood, one of chastity, purity, gentle tenderness,
and singular faithfulness, the quintessence of wifely devotion. Another
masculinist definition of ideals and images of women is emphasized; it is  taken
from the Laws of Manu, which stress the need to control women because of
the evils of the female character. Here are a few excerpts from the duties of
women: A young girl, woman or aged one, must not do anything independently.
In childhood she must be subject to her father, in youth to her husband, and
when her Lord is dead to her sons. Though destitute of virtue or devoid of
good qualities, seeking pleasure elsewhere, yet a husband must be constantly
worshipped as Lord. She should control her thoughts and never violate her
husband, only then will she be a virtuous wife.19 These are the versions which
are remembered and exercised. The Shaktic texts are conveniently forgotten
in the patriarchal society.

Thus, the constructs of femininity and motherhood were reflected upon
and exercised to suit both the patriarchy and the nationalist movement. Just as
the British rule and the western values were allocated to the material domain,
the latter was contrasted  to the spiritual traditional domain, which was seen as
the representative of the true identity of the Indian people, and the woman was
supposed to be the guardian of this spiritual domain. As for the nationalists, this
domain represented the culture and Indianness of the people and marked the
superiority of Hindu as compared to the alien culture. This also projected and
facilitated the Indian man’s efforts to prove his masculinity in the external domain
and maintained traditional patriarchal relations within the family by offering no
threat to the dominance of male attitudes.20 The lack of masculinity was a
pertinent issue around which India’s unfitness for self rule and the need for the
British rule were justified by colonial officials.21 In this context it was essential
for nationalist leaders to project femininity in ways which would enhance the
masculine or worldly virtues of Indian men. Motherhood was also considered
by nationalist leaders as an important vehicle to convey the idea of a strong
civilization to the British. The idea of motherhood was identified with motherland
or Bharat mata and as Mother India it was projected as ultimate mother.

Our great nationalist leader Gandhi, for example, encouraged women’s
political participation, yet he was careful that their activities did not threaten
men’s masculinity in any way. He excluded woman from the first salt
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satyagraha on April 6th 1930. He said that, “just as Hindus do not harm a
cow, and it would be cowardice to take a cow to the battlefield, in the same
way it would be cowardice for us to have woman accompany us.”22 Many
nationalist woman, as well as, men subscribed to a posited dichotomy between
the material West and the spiritual East, such that nationalist women often
embraced their roles as repositories of a national spiritual essence who must
remain untainted by westernization and its implied pollution.23 The home was
the principal site for expressing the spiritual quality of the national culture,
“and woman must take the main responsibility of protecting and nurturing this
quality.” No matter what the changes in the external condition of life for
women, “they must not lose their essential spiritual, i.e., feminine virtues, they
must not, in other words, become essentially westernized.”24 Thus the mythical
figures of Sita and Savitri were considered the epitome of ideal Indian
womanhood and Kali was the bad, terrible mother.

A classic example of this is, Sudhir Kakar’s work on Indian sexuality,
“he sees the main psycho-sexual problem in male children as the work of the
‘bad mother’ or the sexually devouring phallic woman.”25 The Kali spectrum
of goddesses, the apsaras, embody this aspect of the overwhelming sexual
mother. For Khakar, the male child feels castrated by his mother like the
Apsara, the female vampire, who sucks the blood and lure men from their
spiritual life substance.26 Another aspect would be the example of tradition,
where significantly, it is the women who tend to be designated as the culture
bearers and given the burdensome responsibility of preserving traditional values
and aesthetics. This is obvious in India in matrimonial columns where the ads
for brides read, “Wanted a traditional, very fair slim woman who has traditional
Indian values, customs, coming from a reputed Hindu family, for a green card
Indian fair handsome boy, 26/180/65 M.Tech Software Engr. Vaisnava,
Madhesiya community residing in US, well settled in US and adapted to
western lifestyle of living and western social values.” Here one can see the
patriarchal power: the male can accommodate to the West but the female
should continue to be subjected to the position allotted to her by her “traditional”
role and maintain the spiritual, i.e., feminine virtues; they must not, in other
words, become essentially westernized.

Other examples show equally the subordination of genderized woman:
the dowry deaths, where the woman is abused, even burnt.  She exists merely
as an economic asset, for she brings the dowry and is a vessel for procreation.
At the least she is either a servant or, at best, one who relieves the mother-in-
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law of her most strenuous physical tasks. Weddings are like cattle shows where
bridegrooms are bought, and upon marriage, if female fetuses are suspected,
they are aborted. The woman is viewed by the Indian men as a feminine principle
who should be docile, innocent, domesticated, the ideal; if she is the opposite, a
strong personality, then she is viewed as treacherous, lustful and rampant with
insatiable contaminating sexuality. As Kakar pointed out, she is the presence of
the “bad mother,” the Kali that looms in front of male children. Is it, then, a
wonder what happened to the maternal force, the Shakti, the primal energy,
the adya shakti, the maternal power, the all powerful Shakti?

If I return to the beginning of my story, the words still ring true:
When something is ignored it will gradually lose any vitality it once had, at

first becoming invisible and then finally lost. If memory is not passed in some
coherent way, then that which is not remembered no longer exists, and it can
then be said that it never existed.

This is what seems to have happened to the maternal force, the adya
shakti, the feminine energy.

<!!/�!/��"A@/�B�! /

But I want to show that the very efforts at destruction of the maternal
force as cosmic are also the signification of her power, of the adya shakti.
No matter what the patriarchy did, it could not suppress the maternal; her
excess over all limitations always appears. The more that patriarchy is against
the Shakti power, the more the power of the maternal is reappearing. One
does not get rid of the other; and the conqueror only places the defeated into
a lower, darker, threatening, demonic, terrifying region. The forms of the other
are caricatured, mad, grotesque and always located in the nether regions, but
still they haunt the purported “higher” civilization. Not only haunt, but at times
reassert their presence.

Thus, for example the contemporary artist’s Chila Kumari Burman’s work
portrays the goddess Kali (fig. 13), as one of the dominant representations
which celebrates the dynamism, reclaiming empowerment and self definition
of the maternal in woman’s image. On the one hand, she uses the Kali image
as a self definition of identity as an Asian woman, and on the other, to challenge
the dominant western stereotype of Asian femininity. She is reclaiming the
image of an Asian woman in order to resist the racist stereotype of the passive
exotic Asian. Through Kali, she focuses on affirmation of the female body as
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a symbol of resistance and self determination. She uses the body as a weapon,
in the image of the dark Kali, and shows a dominant  image of the dark body
as the racial Other who is inscribed as the locus of danger, desire, fear, and
fascination.27

I conclude this paper with a quote from Rigveda . . . vy uccha duhita
divo ma ciram tanutha apah net tva stenam yatha ripum tapati suro arcisa
sujata asvasuntre.

“Unveil yourself daughter of celestial light, delay not the woven attainment
lest the enemy, the sun, burn you with his arrow and steal your beautiful
mares.”

And to remind the patriarchy of the maternal Supreme Reality, the adya
Shakti a quotation from the Devi Upanishad the Supreme Divine image
explaining, transcending her true nature:
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On the one hand, if one tries to stand apart from conventionally accepted
opinions, the extreme forms of objectless art (supremacism, undoubtedly, be-
ing one of the branches of such art) are forming the cells, which construct the
intellectual-spiritual membrane between the external and internal human world.

IJ�KLM�NKLMO�LPJQ��RJSTUM�VLTSNWNVLTX�PJQ�OMSTYTNRW�QNXKOTJMW��LRZPJ�ST[M

WMMZW�WNZMKLTJY�STUM�P�\NOU�N[�VNMKO]�TJWTQM�\LTXL�NJ�P�XNZVPOPKT^MS]�JPOON\

WVPXM�^TSM�ZNKT^MW�POM�XSNWMS]�TJKMO\N^MJ�\TKL�KLM�LTYLMWK�WVTOTKRPS�VPWWTNJW

\LTSM�_TOKL�PJQ�QMPKL�[NOZ�P�WKORXKROM�XSNWM�KN�P�YPOSPJQ�N[�WNJJMKW&

`LM�MaVMOTMJXM�N[�QTOMXK�WVTOTKRPS�OMWVNJWM�KN�MaKMOJPS�WTYJPS�NOTYTJPKMQ

_]�QOP\TJYW�N[�bPcTZTO�dPSM^TXL�TW�VOMWMJKMQ�TJ�KLTW�MWWP]�PW�JNKLTJY�_RK

VMOWNJPS� RJQMOWKPJQTJY&�eK� KLM� WPZM� KTZM�� _MTJY� MaKOMZMS]� WTJXMOM�� KLTW

MaVMOTMJXM�ZP]�RJ^MTS�ZNWK�QMSTXPKM�TJKMOXNJJMXKTNJW�_MK\MMJ�VL]WTXPS�N_fMXKW�

\NOQW�W]Z_NSW�PJQ�WNRS��XNZZNJS]�TJPXXMWWT_SM�[NO�MaKMOJPS�PJPS]WTW&
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At the same time, the aesthetical asceticism characteristic of suprema-
cism, being expressed in poetical form, helps to project the ascetic religious
dogmata to secular living which, in the opinion of the author, may contribute to
a better understanding of their dialogue in the framework of modern culture.
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OF PHILOSOPHICAL AND RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE
S*'X�Y�Z��['�\��]�X�'���\^��=���%���_�\^�����Z�(`�V

�abX�Z�?�)$@�$� <C@4�eL@L?WYA?fH

The literary field, being the space of inter-textual dialogues as well the
place of struggle for power between the investors of the symbolic capital,
represents various ways of encoding the information of the institutional world;
philosophical and religious dialogue is one of them. Nabokov’s story “Ultima
Thule” is a unique example of the philosophical and religious dialogue as,
from one hand, it is one of the most enigmatic texts in the Russian period of
Nabokov’s writing and in Russian literature and as, from the other hand, it is
about “the riddle of the universe”.

This paper deals with questions of gnosis; the mystery of gnosis is con-
ceptualized from philosophical and mystical perspectives. The philosophical
approach is based on the Platonic dialogue. The subject in question both in
Plato’s dialogue “Phaedo” and in Nabokov’s story is the immortality of the
individual soul. For Plato and Nabokov, induction is not a method of proof; its
function is that of suggestion: it puts the meaning of a proposed “definition”
before the mind. At the end of the conversation, the reader is left without a
definite answer to the question at hand. The Platonic dialogues as well as the
dialogues in Nabokov’s story are “aporetic”: they pose puzzles without solv-
ing them. The method is close to that of Kant’s antinomies of pure mind and
the effect of the dialogues of search corresponds with the effect of Job’s
dialogue with God where the direct answers to Job’s questions are not sup-
posed to be given. The object of philosophical argumentation in Nabokov’s
story is to argue the belief in the immortality of the soul following from a
fundamental metaphysical doctrine.

The mystical approach to “the riddle of the universe” in Nabokov’s “Ul-
tima Thule” is connected with the Gnostic doctrine told in the “Hymn of the
Soul” (from the “Acts of Thomas”) and in the first place with the concept of
memory that is the basis of all life and creativity. Myth of memory and forget-
ting hence has a role of irrational solution of “the riddle of the universe”.

Construing the enigmatic text about enigma is based on philosophical and
religious dialogues included in Nabokov’s story on the institutional competi-
tion for the monopoly knowledge of the universe. However, Nabokov left the
book where the “Ultima Thule” is an integral part unfinished and therefore
“the riddle of the universe” is still a subject for discussion.
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46 «Du brave Ratskellermeister von Bremen!
Siehst du, auf den Dächern der Häuser sitzen
Die Engel und sind betrunken und singen;
Die glühende Sonne dort oben
Ist nur eine rote, betrunkene Nase,
Die Nase des Weltgeists;
Und um diese rote Weltgeistsnase
Dreht sich die ganze betrunkene Welt» (Heine H. Werke und Briefe in zehn Bänden.
Berlin, 1961. Bd. 1. S. 211).

47 «Glücklich der Mann, der den Hafen erreicht hat,
Und hinter sich lie� das Meer und die Stürme,
Und jetzo warm und ruhig sitzt
Im guten Ratskeller zu Bremen» (Ibid. S. 209).

48 «Wie doch die Welt so traulich und lieblich
Im Römerglas sich widerspiegelt, <…>
Alles erblick ich im Glas,
Alte und neue Völkergeschichte,
Türken und Griechen, Hegel und Gans, <…> Vor allem aber das Bild der Geliebten,
Das Engelköpfchen auf Rheinweingoldgrund» (Ibid. S. 209).
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What do we mean when we say “the Other”?  In much contemporary
critical theory in my own field of literary studies in the United States, and
particularly in so-called postcolonial theory, “the Other” generally refers to
the person who is constructed or represented as someone who is different
from me, and whom I, or the dominant culture, want to control and assimilate.
In this talk, I would like to discuss a different meaning of the word Other, one
that is indebted to the philosophical work of Martin Buber (1878-1965) and
particularly Emmanuel Lévinas  (1906-1995), and that is intimately related to
the nature of dialogue.  To speak in the language of the phenomenological
tradition, alterity (or otherness) in this sense is that which precisely eludes or
precedes representation, conceptualization, and ontology, it is the otherness
of the other subject which conceptualization would of itself automatically vi-
olate, since conceptualization entails knowing and hence the assimilation of
alterity by the ego that seeks to know.  Otherness, in this Lévinasian sense, is
an occasion for the transcending of the ego through a dialogue that is initiated
by the Other.  It is the face of the Other that occasions this transcendence of
the ego and that demands my response and my responsibility.  For Lévinas,
the question is not so much to describe the ontology of dialogue as it is to
show why an invitation to dialogue must always precede ontology.

At first glance, it might appear that this topic of the transcendence of the
ego in The Travels of the medieval Venetian merchant,  Marco Polo (1254-
1324),  and the novel Invisible Cities  (1972) by the modern author, Italo
Calvino (1923-1985), is an unpromising one.  Alterity, for Marco Polo, is ex-
perienced largely as a quest for the objectively different.  And there is barely
a trace of personality, or of an active subjectivity, in Marco himself.  He is
hardly a subject in the sense of someone whose deepest convictions are open
to question, although he is certainly curious about cultural difference, albeit in
a rather detached manner.  But this curiosity almost never appears to threat-
en the stable center of Polo’s consciousness.  We almost never sense that his
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deepest convictions are tested and shaken by the vast differences between
the assumptions and practices of his own medieval-European-Christian cul-
ture and the attitudes of the inhabitants of the Asian continent that he ob-
serves and catalogues.  As John Larner has recently shown, The Travels  is
best understood as a serious and remarkably learned and novel work of pos-
itivist geography.  There are moments in the Marco Polo’s text, however, that
gesture towards transcendence in the ethical, Lévinasian sense, moments
that reveal the possibility of the beginning of a dialogue with the Other.  It is
this very possibility of dialogue, and hence of sensing the trace of the tran-
scendent otherness of the other person or other subject, that haunts the text
of Calvino’s novel, which focuses on the relationship between Marco Polo
and Kublai Khan that is derived from Il milione (the name by which Marco
Polo’s Travels are known in Italy).

Throughout most of The Travels, Marco presents himself as a Christian
and appears to accept the truth of the Christian religion in a conventional,
unprobing manner.  This is certainly no great spiritualist text.  The truth of
Christianity generally resides, for Marco Polo, in its bare and positivist truth
or falsity.  There is at least one moment in the text, however, when Marco
leaves behind his religious provincialism.  At the age of eighty-five, the Great
Khan must confront the rebellion of one of his liegemen, his uncle Nayan.
Now Nayan was “a baptized Christian”, and of course the Khan is not.  Since
Marco’s belief in the truth of Christianity seems so unshakable, it is remark-
able that his sympathies, in this contest, lie with the pagan Great Khan rather
than with the Christian Nayan.  Indeed, Marco sees the Khan, in this in-
stance, as the great defender of Christianity. As a baptized Christian, Nayan
had carried a great cross to battle with him, but was defeated nonetheless.
After the battle, many non-Christians (I. 343; LXXX) taunted the Christians
over this fact.  Kublai Khan “bade the Christians be of good heart, for if the
Cross had rendered no help to Nayan, in that It had done right well; nor could
that which was good, as It was, have done otherwise; for Nayan was a
disloyal and traitorous Rebel against his Lord, and well deserved that which
had befallen him.  Wherefore the Cross of your God did well in that It gave
him no help against the right” (I. 344; LXXX. 8-9).  The narrator here asso-
ciates Christianity with justice.  He suggests that the “pagan” Kublai Khan
can be more just – and hence more truly Christian – than the baptized Nayan.
Il milione records the traces of the Khan’s affection for Marco Polo and of
Marco’s admiration for the ethics of a “pagan” who, remarkably, can act
more justly than a baptized Christian.
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Calvino’s novel Invisible Cities  takes as its starting point the relation-
ship between Marco and the Khan (Spence 237).  There is only a brief men-
tion made in The Travels  of the affection the Khan feels for Marco.  The
book is mainly a catalogue of the wonders witnessed, in a generally sober
manner, by Marco Polo.  The tone of sober observation is relieved , however,
not only by Marco’s passionate admiration of the Khan, which I have just
discussed.  It is relieved,  as well, by the narrator’s recording of the Khan’s
affection for Marco.  Marco Polo has won the affection of the Great Khan, in
large part, on the basis of Marco’s special ability to represent, to the Khan,
the nature and extent of his empire.

In The Travels, then, Marco represents the empire to the Emperor, and
he does so in skillful and no doubt flattering ways.  In this sense, Marco’s tales
hardly offer opportunities for the Khan to experience the transcendence of the
ego that I am associating with ethics, in the Lévinasian sense.  But in Calvino
the relationship between Marco and the Khan more seriously flirts with the
possibility of true dialogue, it hovers on the brink of the transcendence of the
egos of the participants, but that transcendence never quite happens.  Why?
The problem, as Calvino analyzes it, lies in the nature of a language that re-
mains within the bounds of representation rather than in its capacity to wel-
come the Other, to address the Other, that is, to engage in dialogue.

As Lévinas writes in Totality and Infinity (69), “The claim to know and
to reach the other is realized in the relationship with the Other that is cast in
the relation of language, where the essential is the interpellation, the voca-
tive”.  Calvino is frequently concerned with critiquing the Western subject’s
exclusive reliance upon the purely intentional consciousness, as embodied in
his character Palomar.1  This mode of viewing reality in its purely objective
mode – the privileged mode of consciousness since the Renaissance, culmi-
nating in Descartes – has a devastating effect on interpersonal relations, as
the example of Calvino’s Palomar demonstrates.  Influenced by structuralism
and poststructuralism (as well as poststructuralism’s eighteenth-century har-
binger, Laurence Sterne), in Invisible Cities Calvino engages in a skeptical
critique of language as a bearer of ultimate truth.  Calvino, as a reader of
Derrida, has learned poststructuralism’s lessons well.  But Calvino’s text takes
us back, before and beyond Derrida, to Derrida’s teacher, Emmanuel Lévi-
nas, for whom language in its discursive or representational mode is a “said”
(“le dit”) that – unless recalled to its “saying” (“le dire”) – will in fact betray
ethics.  For the meaning of language, for Levinas, is precisely its “interpella-
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tive” nature, its speaking in the vocative.  Language, in this ethical, Lévina-
sian sense, is an invitation to the Other, the basis and the beginning of dialogue
– the dialogue of which there is the faintest trace in Il milione, but whose
traces are more visible in Calvino’s Invisible Cities.
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Here, at the very beginning of the work, we have a marvelous descrip-
tion of the spiritual emptiness (vuoto) that accompanies the recognition, by
the imperial consciousness, of the specter of transcendence that continually
eludes its endless and finally pointless intentionalist grasping.  The intentional
consciousness can apprehend only that which it represents, but this represen-
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tation is not other.  It is the very fact that the intentional consciousness grasps
reality in the mode of representation that keeps the Khan’s consciousness
bound within its imperial sameness. What haunts his consciousness in the
evenings that follow daily conquest, “con l’odore degli elefanti dopo la
pioggia (with the odor of the elephants after the rain),” is his unfulfilled
longing for the truly other, or what Martin Buber refers to as the “between”
(Zwischen) in which a “meeting” occurs between persons, thus turning – for
the subject – an “it” into a “Thou”.  At this twilight moment, a sense of
emptiness (vuoto) and dizziness (una vertigine) sets in.  The Khan recog-
nizes that he grasps his vast empire only in the mode of its representation,
i.e. as “a dizziness that makes rivers and mountains tremble on the fallow
curves of the planispheres where they are portrayed”. The malincolia
(melancholy) that the Khan feels is precisely the longing for the Other, in the
sense in which it is understood by Buber and Lévinas.  The Khan recognizes
that, despite his extraordinary power and the vastness of his conquered terri-
tories, his own subjectivity is woefully incomplete.  Only through openness,
through a welcoming – in the mode of passivity – of the face of the Other,
can the consciousness be disrupted by transcendence.

The activist, imperial conqueror is pleasantly reduced to a passive lis-
tener in the presence of his ambassador Marco Polo, the literal truth of whose
accounts the Khan  does not necessarily believe.  What attracts the Khan to
Marco Polo is not the objective contents of his ambassador’s narrated repre-
sentations of the vast reaches of the Khan’s empire, but rather what Lévinas
calls “proximité”. As Alphonso Lingis explains in the introduction to his trans-
lation of Lévinas’s second great philosophical work (after Totalité et infini),
Otherwise than Being,or Beyond Essence, “proximity” is the closeness
one feels in the presence of a neighbor, for whom one is infinitely responsible:
“The other, my neighbor (le prochain) concerns me, afflicts me with a close-
ness (proximité) closer than the closeness of entities” (xxv).  In the words of
Lévinas, “Proximity is fraternity before essence and before death, having a
meaning despite being and nothingness, despite concepts” (139).  It is pre-
cisely this “proximity,... closer than the closeness of entities”, that the Khan
senses in the trace (la filigrana) of the Other who is Marco Polo: “Only in
Marco Polo’s accounts was Kublai Khan able to discern, through the
walls and towers destined to crumble, the tracery [la filigrana]  of a
pattern so subtle it could escape the termites’ gnawing”. The perma-
nence that the Khan seeks in the interminable expansion of his empire can,
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perhaps, only be approximated in his openness to a dialogue with the Other.
Only this has the capacity “to escape the termites’ gnawing”.

It is thus perhaps not the content of what Marco Polo has to say, but rather
his presence as a potential interlocutor, that the Khan finds so inspirational about
him.  Marco Polo becomes for the Emperor, in brief, the catalyst through which
reality is, at least approximately, transformed from an “it” into a “Thou”, thus
allowing for the possibility of a Buberian “meeting” to take place.

Eventually Marco Polo learns the languages that enable him to commu-
nicate his findings to the Emperor, and the merchant even becomes adept at
speaking the Khan’s native Tartar tongue, but what continues to intrigue the
Emperor is precisely his sense that what moves him in regard to Marco’s
words is not their capacity to describe or represent the Khan’s empire.   What
makes the speech of Marco – the Emperor’s “inarticulate informer” –
particularly precious to the Khan is “the space that remained around it, a
void not filled with words” (39; 38).

Although his attempted dialogue with Marco Polo contains the traces of
a confrontation with the Other, that dialogue is constantly undermined by the
Emperor’s search for ontology – i.e. for essences that can be known, repre-
sented, and thus possessed.  Towards the end of the novel, the Emperor
suggests that, rather than have Marco relate to him what he has seen of the
Khan’s empire in his travels, he and Marco should play chess.  Marco will
then attempt to convey to the Khan the nature and essence of his empire by
means of the pieces the two will move along the chessboard and the patterns
created thereby.  By contemplating “these essential landscapes (questi
paesaggi essenziali)”  the Khan will thus be able to reflect “on the invisible
order that sustains cities, on the rules that decreed how they rise, take
shape and prosper”, and at times the Emperor thought he was “on the
verge of discovering a coherent, harmonious system underlying the infi-
nite deformities and discords” of the actual empire (122;122).  He now
even feels it unnecessary to send his ambassador Marco Polo out on any
future missions, since the pattern set by the movement of the chess pieces
can more efficiently reveal the essential.  As the narrator observes,
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Almost as if he were reading Lévinas, Calvino here – by implication – is
critical of what is occluded by the single-minded emphasis upon the search
for representation and essence, in the rigorous ontological sense.  We must
wait for the conclusion of the work before what is missing is revealed to be
precisely ethics which, in Lévinas’s view, must always precede ontology. The
emphasis here is on how the single-minded search for essence creates a
dangerously autonomous game in which the human is replaced by essential-
ized wooden figures – by pawns – being moved about in a chess game.  As
the Khan observes, he may have mastered the game of representing and
knowing essences, “but now it was the game’s purpose that eluded him”
(122-23;123).  What is “il perché del gioco (the game’s purpose)”?  Lin-
guistic signs, in Derridean fashion, point only toward themselves, in an infinite
regress of self-reflexiveness in Calvino’s text.  The chess game, which the
Khan hopes will reveal the essential, opens up only on the self that represents
phenomena to itself and that perceives essences.  More specifically, the chess
game reveals the materiality of its own failed efforts at gesturing towards
what is truly other.

What do I mean by “the materiality of its own efforts at gesturing to-
wards what is truly other”?  Here we need to return to Lévinas’s notion of
the difference between the “saying” (le dire) and the “said” (le dit). Lan-
guage, for Lévinas, has the capacity to welcome the Other, but only in what
he called its “interpellative” or vocative mode, i.e. when language is addressed
to the Other as an invitation to dialogue.  The language of the “said” is, in
distinction, impersonal and carries with it the danger of freezing the “saying”
within an inhumanly autonomous discourse that has lost its moorings in the
“saying”.  The danger is that the “saids” may have so cut loose from the inter-
subjective encounter that all we are left with is an impersonal discourse that
refers only to itself.  Lévinas’s student, Jacques Derrida, is the relentless ana-
lyst of this kind of self-referential discourse that is revealed to have nothing
human at its center.  All semiotics, with its adherence to the irreducibility of the
signififying aspect of language in the mode of representation, is subject to this
kind of deconstructive, Derridean analysis.  Lévinas, however, is interested in
analyzing these “saids” in relation to a “saying” that is, as he terms it, prelinguis-
tic – which is another way of stating that ethics must precede ontology.3

In Invisible Cities, Calvino, as did Sterne before him, points out the
endlessly self-reflexive nature of the language of “saids”, even as this lan-
guage gestures towards essences.  As I have mentioned, the Khan believes
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that the chess game managed “to disembody his conquests [in order] to
reduce them to the essential (“scorporare le sue conquiste per ridurle
all’essenza)”.  Marco Polo then immediately calls into question the ontolog-
ical efficacy of these gestures towards essence by focusing on the irreduc-
ible materiality and particularity of the signs that the Khan had taken as re-
vealing the essential:
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The Khan – in his imperial desire to know, to represent, and possess his
vast empire – had dreamed of a realm of essences detached from the messy
particularity of the living and of the human.  Marco Polo is now disabusing
him of this fantasy.

I have been suggesting that Calvino, in Derridean and Sternean fashion,
deconstructs a language that imagines it can articulate essences in an objec-
tive, impersonal manner. Such utterances are revealed to be always bur-
dened by temporality, history, and materiality.  But Calvino is not content with
this deconstructive analysis. He is moving, I would suggest in conclusion, in a
genuinely Lévinasian direction by suggesting that what is occluded in this
sinngle-minded search for essences is precisely ethics, or what Lévinas re-
fers to as the transcendent otherness of the other person.  In the final dia-
logue of the novel, Calvino names dialogue itself as the utopian place where a
positive future can be born. As in Plato’s famous dialogue, The Republic, so
in Calvino’s text (which is about the utopian city, as was Plato’s) it is clear
that the city is a metaphor, or a sign, that describes the human soul.  In this
last section of the novel, the Khan has brought out his atlas and asks Marco
Polo about his view of the future, based on all the marvelous cities he has
seen, so many of which he has described to the Emperor.  He admits to the
Khan that we perhaps never escape our own subjective prisons: “It is not the
voice that demands the story: it is the ear” (137; 135).  Even if we engage
in dialogue and listen to our interlocutor, Marco suggests, we may hear only
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what we want to hear, and what we want to hear will shape the way our
interlocutor speaks and even what he says – especially if he is a powerful
emperor whom we, in his employ, might be tempted to flatter or at least
please.   Still, there is always the hope that we can escape from the prison of
our purely subjective and autonomous consciousness, for the possibility of a
positive future can be found in the pursuit of the invisible city that consists in
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Calvino is here clearly drawing on Sartre, who famously remarked, in his
play Huis clos, “l’enfer, c’est les Autres (Hell is other people)” (62).  For
Sartre, the Other is a threat to the autonomy of the self.5  For Lévinas, how-
ever, the Other is what calls me out of my self-enclosed world and for whose
uniqueness I am uniquely responsible.  In making a plea that the subject allow
the Other “spazio”, Calvino is asking that we acknowledge the transcendent
otherness of the other person and that we resist the imperial assimilation of
the Other into our own consciousness.  It is a risky business (“è rischioso”),
but it is an opening towards a dialogue whose traces are visible in Calvino’s
Invisible Cities.

What, then, is an invisible city?  Is it a city of pure imagination, a city of
which we always wish to hear once we have tired of the exotic city that we
have just visited or that has just been described to us, and that has perhaps just
lost its exotic charm?  Is it a city of pure essences that have finally escaped
from the burden of matter and time? Or is it rather the trace (“la filigrana”) of
the eternal or the permanent to which we are open when we allow the Other to
endure and give him the space that is the necessary prelude to dialogue?
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Analects 13.3 records a dialogue between Zilu and Confucius:
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I swear, you swear,
With heart and mind declare;
But our protest
Is no true test.
It would be best
Words unexpressed
To understand,
And on that ground
To take our stand.

The second is by the Yangs (1.318):

Should you test me and I test you,
Should heart and mind be tested too,

Till there remain no more to test,
The test would be all the more be best.

When nothing can be called a test,
My feet will find [the ground
On which to take a stand].
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1   For discussions of the lyric tradition in Chinese literature, see Lin and Owen,
ed., The Vitality of the Lyric    Voice; Yu-kung Kao,  “lyric Vision in the Chinese
Narrative Tradition: A Reading of Hung-lou Meng and Ju-lin Wai-shi,” in Plaks,
ed., Chinese Narrative, 227-243, and Kam-ming Wong, “Point of View, Norms,
and Structure: Hung-lou Meng and Lyrical Ficion,” in Plaks, ed., Chinese Narrative,
203-226.

2  For a thoughtful discussion of the concept of li as formulated by Confucius,
see David Hinton, tr., The Analects (Washington, D.C.: Counterpoint, l998),
Introduction, XI-XXXV.

3 In this context it is interesting to note that the image of ear figures prominently
in at least two of Shakespeare’s plays.  In Hamlet Claudia pours poison into the
murdered king’s ear; in Julius Caesar, Anthony woos the Romans by imploring
them to lend him their ears.  For a provocative discussion of the ear as an important
image in Nietzsche by Jacques Derrida, see Christie V. McDonald, ed. and Peggy
Kamuf, tr., The Ear of the Other: Autobiography, Translation: Texts and
Discussions with Jacques Derrida (New York: Schocken Books, l985).

4 Kam-ming Wong, “Point of View, Norms, and Structure: Hung-lou Meng and
Lyrical fiction,” in Plaks, ed., Chinese Narrative, 203-226.

5 Kam-ming Wong, and “The Allure of Melancholy: The Anxiety of Allusion
in Hongloumeng,” in Wolfgang Kubin, ed., Melancholy and Society in China
(Peter Lang, 2000), 613-261.

6 Namely, Yuanchun, Yingchun, Tanchun, and Xichun.  The four sisters, or
more properly cousins, all have the character chun ¬K  (spring) in their names
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because the oldest of them Yuanchun (Cardinal Spring) the imperial concubine
was born in the first lunar month and the other three were subsequently given the
same character in their names to designate their generation.  Punning the first
character in their respective names in order of their age, Cao also brings the
concept of rectification of names into play: Homophonously Yuan ¤¸  (Cardinal),
Ying ªï (Welcome), Tan ±´ (Quest)  and Xi ±¤  (Cherish)  now jointly reads:   “yuan
-ì  ying À³  tan ¹Ä xi ±¤ “ (originarily deserving of lamentation and pity/ certainly
ought to be lamented and pitied).

7 I have given a more extended analysis of these riddles in “The Allure of
Melancholy.”  See also Cai Yijiang ½² ̧ q ¦¿ , Hongloumeng shi ci qu fu ping zhu ¬õ
¼Ó ¹Ú ̧ Ö �ü ¦± ½á �û ª`  (Beijing: Beijing chubanshe, l979), 140-154.

8 A paternal niece of Baoyu’s mother Lady Wang, Wang Xifeng is universally
recognized not only as the most capable of all the women in the Jia household but
by some as even more so than her husband.  By winning the approval and favor
of the most powerful woman in the clan, namely the Matriarch Grandmother Jia
and by demonstrating for all to see her formidable managerial skills, Xifeng secures
her dominance over all but a handful of characters in the novel.

9 Married into the Ning branch of the Jia house, Qin Shi is an honorific of Qin
Keqing (The Lovely Dear).  She was adopted from an orphanage and grew up to
be an extremely attractive woman.  Early in the novel she contracts an incurable
disease and dies when she is in her twenties.

10 I have discussed the fire motif in greater detail in “The Allure of Melancholy.”
11 David Hinton sees this passage as Confucius’ way of intimating that “the

most profound level of his teachings is the silent voice of Heaven’s natural
process” and that “the Ritual [li Â§ ]  structure of society is part of a much larger
weave, the Ritual structure of natural process” (Hinton, The analects, XXVIII-
XXIX). And as such, what Confucius says here resonates with the Daoist view of
the cosmos.  For an insightful discussion of the importance of  “hearing” to
Confucius’ concept of learning , see Lau, Confucius: The Analects, Introduction,
45-57.  But even here Hinton cites the following example to underscore the occasion
for silence in Confucius’ teaching: “Adept Kung said: “When the Master talks
about civility and cultivation, you can hear what he says.  But when he talks
about the nature of things and the Way of Heaven, you can’t hear a word”
(Hinton, Analects, Introduction, XXVIII ).

12 In the original manuscript Cao was careful to distinguish the stone that was
transformed into the jade pendant Baoyu wears from the Divine Luminescence
Stone Page of whom Baoyu is the earthly incarnation.  The distinction between
the stone and Stone Page has been erased in the popular edition and with it the
ironic gap between the narrator and the hero.  The Yangs follow the manuscript in
their translation and Hawkes the popular edition.
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13 In the English speaking world, the novel is generally known as The Dream
of the Red Chamber.  In my paper I have rectified it by using Yangs’ translation, A
Dream of Red Mansions.  For a discussion of the term “red mansion” vis-à-vis
“red chamber,” see Hawkes, Introduction, 19.

14 In making such an argument I am well aware that  The Story of the Stone has
generally been considered a text with an anti-Confucian orientation.  What I tried
to demonstrate by my analysis is that contrary to this generally accepted view,
Confucian though in its original form informs and shapes Cao’s conception and
perception in the writing of his novel.
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SITUATIONALITY AND DIALOGISM

$%��'��@*[��$

<C@4�eL@L?WYA?fH

The article displays the dialogical structures of artistic practice in their
attitude to the main parameters of a modern man experience. The motives of
Alien in Art, the problems of the border as a frame of Art and boundary
states of artistic experience, are observed there.

Modern Art is distinctly troubled by the problem of the border – the
border between Art and Life, traditional and innovative, feminine and
masculine, divine and infernal, what can be defined as an interest to the
spheres of Own and Alien.

The task of dialogue is to form the third meaning that differs from the
primal. The main nerve is the modus of communication of Own and Alien.
The dialogue, understood as co-operation, allows different forms of
communication with Alien: overcoming, oppression, conflict, involving etc.

The problematic of actual art is that the only link between different artistic
practices is a shift of experience parameters and the only method is the
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problematization of the board. The actual artistic practice is oriented on the
work with the deep aspects of an experience, which are situated out of the
sphere of dominating steady stereotypes of culture. The peculiarity of modern
artistic experience using the avant-garde instruments is in desire to find out
and to work out not-fixed aspects of an experience, those forms of practice
and feelings, which can hardly work with verbalization and reflection.

Modern Art uses the provocative strategies, pointing the attention of a
percipient at non-obvious phenomena and boundary situations. The display of a
board, slipping from cultural and social reflection with a demonstration of strategy
of its possible overcoming is a central nerve of main actual artistic strategies.

Modern artistic practice demonstrates different forms of dialogue with
Alien: mutation, appropriation, secularization, demolition and conquering. The
communitive strategies of actual artistic practice are aimed at the formation
of new type of sensibility and susceptibility of a subject with respect to Art
and to the world in a whole. Such a parameter of modern artistic experience
as situativity in unity with a growing meaning of gesture, determine possible
features of forming artistic model, which comes after postmodernism.
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THE AUTHOR AND THE MEDIUM CREATE EACH OTHER

�'��>�=$?�*�����

<rXWVXOH

The first part of the title of the paper is also the title of Velimir Khlebni-
kov’s work – “Invoking by Laughter”.

It is by this invocation that Russian futurism began, allowing a return to
the beginning – to laughter as a heathenishly creative force. To the word
laughter is both creating and created. Instantaneously. This was published in
1910. And it was the beginning of it all.
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The world emerged from laughter ñ in joy and freedom. In gaiety. And in
this world a face appeared – outside time and space in the carnival of word
creation.

Word-sound-letter-form from the root of primal speech is the very medi-
um of self-production not only of a whole vocabulary, but also of grammar as
the principle of world construction – of a world presented in the word as the
First Word of  “first-being” and along with it of the author. Reciprocally; by
the creator and destroyer of speech, fulfilling the Russian utopian futuristic
project; by the author who appears a verbal scribbler out of professional
deficiency, an incessant desire, a pure heart and open soul.

For no reason. Disinterestedly. Purposelessly… Naively!
The poet is the Actor who has performed God: such was the case of

Khlebnikov…
And all of this turns out to be a child. A child with bright eyes surprised

by its own audacity (the God of the six days of creation), amazed with words
(= things) of the world as the world for the first time and simultaneously intent
on depicting it all ñ I speak (babble) exactly the way I hear.

What follows is a self-recording book made of self-relating words, anni-
hilating itself while the self-recording book is being recorded. This experience
is synthetic being focused on the creating as well as the created word, but a
word that is authorial and densely material.

That is the reason why the author and the medium create each other in
the pre-verbal realm of nothingness.
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